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ABSTRACT 
DOING THE SAME THING OVER AND OVER AGAIN, 
BUT EXPECTING DIFFERENT RESULTS; 
INSANITY 
By 
WILLIAM O. HENRY 
This dissertation will show the systematic system created to hold Black 

Americans in poverty. This poverty produces the high recidivism rates for African 
American men being released from prison and rearrested. This double-edged sword of 
generational curses within the black male and the Government has assisted in destroying 
African American ancestry since slavery. With the assistance of mentoring, education, 
and love, these men will have the option of moving out of poverty and being given a new 


perspective in life. 
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seeing them in the KINGDOM. 
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CHAPTER I: 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE CHALLENGE 


Who is at Fault, the Individual or the Government? 

The recidivism rate amongst men of color aged 18 and above is astronomical. 
Black men are arrested more, sentenced more harshly, and not given the proper tools at 
corrections and upon release than men of other races. Yet, the government expects these 
individuals not to recidivate. Black men have been systematically disassociated from 
society to give them an inferior chance at surviving in America. Black men as children 
are provided less education in a failing school system in most urban areas. The African 
American male population is about 6.1% national,! and about 7% in New Jersey.” About 
6% of Black men (18-64 years old) are incarcerated in federal prisons, state corrections, 
and county jails. More troubling is that about 34% of working black men who were not 
incarcerated were ex-offenders and had previously been convicted of a felony. With 6.1% 
black male population nationally and 6% of the black male population incarcerated, 
which is a narrow band for this project.? 

After mentoring ex-offenders for the past ten years, I now have an office at the 


Passaic County One-Stop, Workforce Development Board with resources such as the 


1 J, McKinnon & C. Bennett, We the people: blacks in the U.S. U.S. Census Bureau, (2005), 
https://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/censr-25.pdf, (accessed August 14, 2020). 

* Census, Quick Facts: New Jersey, (accessed July 1, 2019). 

3 Black Demographics: The African American Population, 


https://blackdemographics.com/population/black-male-statistics/, (accessed August 14, 2020). 


Department of Labor (DOL), Division of Vocation Rehabilitation (DVR), Passaic County 
Workforce, and Passaic County Community College (PCCC). 

Statistics state that 83% of released prisoners were rearrested within nine years, 
79% within six years, and 68% within three years.* Black Adults in New Jersey are 12 
times more likely to be incarcerated than white adults.° Black children are more than 30 
times more likely to be incarcerated than white children.® Nationally, the unemployment 
rate for formerly incarcerated people is five times higher than that of the general public.’ 

The African American urban population has been estranged from society for 
numerous generations, and the ex-offender does not look at society as a place they 
belong. Many ex-offenders need counseling for substance abuse, cognitive & behavioral 
issues, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), post-traumatic slave syndrome (PTSS), 
other disorders, and co-occurring issues never diagnosed. The lack of proper medical and 
mental health care, homelessness, education, and continuing education while incarcerated 
for these men is horrific. The average prison sentence in New Jersey is six years. 

The American Psychological Association (APA) released a resolution in 2021, 
apologizing to people of color for their role in promoting, perpetuating, and failing to 
challenge racial discrimination and white human hierarchy in the United States.* This 


resolution stated how their white leadership supported segregation, sterilization, and 


4M. Alper, Durose, M. & Markman, S., Update on Prisoner Recidivism: a 9-year follow-up Period (2005- 
2014), United States Department of Justice, (accessed April 25, 2020). 

5 Imagine More: Racial Justice Begins with Us, “Disrupting the Criminal Justice System,” (lecture, Imagine 
More New Jersey, March 15, 2022). 

5 Ibid. 

7 Lucius Couloute, & Kope, Daniel, Out of Prison and Out of Work: Unemployment among formerly 
incarcerated people, Prison Policy Initiative, www.prisonpolicy.org. (accessed April 25, 2020). 

8 APA Council of Representatives, Apology to People of Color for APA’s Role in Promoting, Perpetuating, 
and failing to Challenge Racism, Racial Discrimination, and Human Hierarchy in U.S., Updated December 
2021, https://www.apa.org/about/policy/racism-apology, (accessed February 16, 2022). 
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antimarriage laws. APA speaks of the harm they have done to the African American and 
American Arab psychologists by excluding them and the impact of racism and 
discrimination within their organization. APA now takes on the role and responsibility to 
dismantle and disarm racism in all forms. 

Part 2: What is Poverty? 

“Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. It 

means a lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. It means not 

having enough to feed and clothe a family, not having a school or clinic to go to, 
not having access to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness, and exclusion of 
individuals, households, and communities. It means susceptibility to violence, and 
it often implies living on marginal or fragile environments without access to clean 
water or sanitation.” 

I name poverty as one of the primary origins of incarceration and recidivism 
among urban men throughout the country—Paterson’s poverty rate of 29% with a median 
income of $36,106.'° However, the cost of living in Passaic County for one person was 
$33,658 in 2014.1"! 

The United States, Health and Human Services says a person in poverty makes 
less than $12,060.!2 How can our young and older men survive post-incarceration with 
this fight against Goliath? The few former felons’ that make up the 17% over a 9-year 


period that are not rearrested is primarily due to them not living in poverty. '’ Whether a 


parent, sibling, spouse, or friend, someone is not living in poverty and brings the newly 


° John S. Watson, Institute for Public Policy of Thomas Edison State University. Cost of Poverty: The 
Perpetuating Cycle of Concentrated Poverty in New Jersey Cities. Anti-Poverty Network of New Jersey. 
(2016, Pg.9). 

10 Data USA 

1 Real Cost of Living Calculator, Legal Services of N.J, www.I|snj.org. 

12 9019 Poverty Guidelines, ASPE, www.aspe.hhs.gov (2017). 

13M. Alper, Durose, M. & Markman, S., Update on Prisoner Recidivism: a 9-year follow-up Period (2005- 
2014), United States Department of Justice, (accessed April 25, 2020). 


released person out of poverty. This support system gives them stability to live and not 
recidivate. They do not have to make the $12,060 to $33,658 to survive because someone 
else is making up the slack until the ex-offender can become productive in this 
capitalistic society. When I was released in 2006, my wife of six years was gainfully 
employed; this moved me out of poverty. I had a tough time finding employment like 
most former felons. 

Mentoring became a part of my life before I was released. I did not realize I was 
mentoring my past incarcerated brothers until college. Professional mentoring with prison 
experience, legal system, education, religion, and love is the key to reducing recidivism. 4 

Black churches and organizations in the urban community never receive the 
needed support to accomplish their mission fully. However, it is met; God works in 
strange ways; as I encourage the ex-offender, I also promote the non-profits making 


many sacrifices to assist the public. 


M4 Second Chance Act Programs Supporting Community-Based Mentoring and Transitional Services for 
Adults. The Nation Reentry Resource Center, 
https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/second-chance-act-mentoring-grant-program/, (accessed 
June 2021) 


CHAPTER II: 
INTRODUCTION TO THE SETTING 


Prison recidivism is a problem in our society. It affects every citizen and every 
family in America. It significantly affects people of color in northeastern metropolitan 
areas. How can we reduce recidivism? How can we restore the dignity of those released 
from prison? Can we do this with a faith-based model? 

Demographic Information 

Paterson, New Jersey, the county seat of Passaic County. A city of 159,732 
people this 2020 Census.!> Before the 2020 census, Paterson had never registered over 
147,000 people.'® According to the United States government, this increase in the 
population of over 150,000 people gives Paterson the designation of “a First-Class City.” 
It positions Paterson in a higher bracket for funding opportunities. 

This new status allows the municipality to receive more funding from the federal 
government for education, health care, public safety, social services, addiction recovery, 
etc. This new increase in population is the direct result of the demographic shift. 
Paterson’s most prominent ethnic population is Hispanic/Latino making up 60.8%, 
followed by the Black population of about 26.1%, White alone population of 8.5%, a 
4.6% Asian alone. Paterson has a landmass of 8.43 square miles, which gives the city a 
15 Census, Paterson, NJ, 2020. 
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/patersoncitynewjersey/POP010220#POP010220, 


(accessed June 14, 2021). 
16 Ibid. 


population of 18,948 people per square mile.!’ The median income of Paterson is $41,360 
(2019), with a poverty level of 26.6% of the city’s population (2019).!® 
Focus Situation 

EverLasting Life Foundation CDC (ELLF-CDC) 1s a non-profit 501c¢3 
organization designed to help the needy, regardless of race, religion, creed, color, gender, 
or political affiliation. Another Chance Mentor Project (AChaMP) extends (ELLF-CDC), 
providing mentoring to ex-offenders and counseling services to men and women re- 
entering society from incarceration. Ex-offenders sometimes need another chance to 
move forward in life and then another and another chance; we must allow them to decide 
when to join society and righteousness. 

EverLasting Life Foundation Ministry (ELLFM) established the catalyst to 
empower, enlighten, and encourage ex-offenders as they navigate through the reentry 
process. ELLFM asserts that ex-offenders make a meaningful contribution to the 
decisions of the construct that will be implemented toward their reentry into society and 
righteousness. ELLF-CDC and ELLFM are aware that they cannot solely provide all the 
services needed, so they collaborate with other organizations in the distribution of turkeys 
and hams at Thanksgiving & Easter, food throughout the year, winter coats, clothing 
throughout that year, toys at Christmas, children blankets and hygiene products to the 
needy. AChaMP receives in-kind office space at the Passaic County One-Stop Career 


Center, Workforce Development Board in Paterson, New Jersey. 


1” Census, Paterson, NJ, 2020. 
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/patersoncitynewjersey/POP010220#POP010220, 
(accessed June 14, 2021). 

18 Ibid. 


While there were multiple well-intended Re-Entry programs in Paterson, there are 
many seminars and books available with various methodologies and nuances to building 
a successful program. In 2010, the New Jersey Department of Corrections, Chaplaincy 
Mentor Network Program, trained Deacon Kevin M. Henry (ex-offender), Rev. Doris 
Carter (sister of Ruben Hurricane Carter), and later Overseer William O. Henry (ex- 
offender) to become volunteer mentors with state clearance and access to prison facilities 
and half-way houses. From 2010 to the present, we have had up to 15 mentors at one 
time, with five now assisting the organization in our efforts to help those men and women 
returning to the community of Paterson, Passaic County, and Bergen County. The mentor 
membership has decreased since then-Governor Christie dismissed Chaplaincy Network 
Mentors. However, the number of released inmates remains high. 

Having an office at the Workforce Development Board has assisted the 
organization tremendously. The Workforce Development Board provides the funding for 
vocational training such as commercial driver’s license (CDL) driver license, welding, 
carpentry, electrical, and any vocational fields whose classes are six months or less and 
the field is needed according to the New Jersey Department of Labor (NJDOL) and 
Workforce statistics. The County and State assert that it is more productive to send 
someone unemployed and a burden to the state to vocational school for six months or 
less. And have them now paying taxes and not hindering the county services. AChaMP 
uses the services at the One-Stop to assist in employment with the NJDOL in hiring our 


mentees through different incentives to employers, such as Federal Bonding Work 


12 Department of Labor. State of New Jersey, 


https://www.nj.gov/labor/Iwdhome/press/2019/20190809 backwagesconstruction.shtml, (Accessed 
June 15, 2020). 


Opportunity Tax Credits on the job training apprenticeships. The Department of 
Vocational Rehabilitation Services (DVRS) assists people with disabilities and disorders 
with assessments that can lead to housing, employment, vocational training, counseling, 
financial planning, and other services according to the needs of the individual.”° 
However, substance abuse is considered a disorder by the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-S). It is difficult to get a substance abuse ruling from 
DVRS at the Paterson office. 

Living now with Covid-19 and its many variants, the Workforce Development 
Board and the One-Stop Career Center have been closed to the public since March 2020. 
The Workforce Development Board provides the funding for vocational training and is 
still carrying out many services virtually and using the Passaic County Community 
College as a testing center for vocational schools. In addition, the vocational training 
requires CASAS education aptitude assessment.”! If the client doesn’t pass the test, the 
WDB had a class to assist them in obtaining a better score to fulfill their needed aptitude 
for that particular career path. I still enrolled mentees into vocational training schools 
during this time of Covid-19. However, as I previously stated, the test preparation and 
retake class are essential and no longer provided. 

AChaMP also provides re-development (men’s group) sessions at the Islamic 
Mosque (Masjid Salahuddin) in Paterson, New Jersey, for our mentees, community 


service individuals, and other men that are interested in learning about developing social 


20 Department of Vocational Rehabilitation Services for Jobseekers with disabilities, 
https://nj.gov/careerconnections/plan/foryou/disable/vocational rehabilitation services.shtml, 
(Accessed June 15, 2020) 

21 Casas eTests, https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/institute/a14-steps-to-implement-casas- 
etests-online.pdfesfvrsn=2, (accessed October 25, 2021). 
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skills, recidivism, poverty reduction, cognitive & behavioral issues, substance abuse, 
stress, and coping skills, branches of government, etc. Re-development classes for 2019 
are held monthly, approximately 60 minutes, followed by discussions. Covid-19 has also 
shut down this service to these men from March 2020 to the present. If the organization 
were having re-development classes, we would have discussed Covid-19 and George 
Floyd. Sometimes you have to give men an opportunity to vent their frustrations with 
America, life, the church, and other topics. This re-development session is not a bible- 
based lecture, but biblical principles are used during the presentation. 

Part 2: The Problem, That Prodigal Son 

(Luke 15:11-32) 

Can the story of the prodigal son be used to assist us in understanding the 
recidivism setting of Black men in Paterson, Passaic County, New Jersey, and the United 
States? 

As I relate to these young men of color and their story of life and life in prison, I 
see myself and countless others fighting to stay alive when all that is needed is for us to 
surrender to God. If we were to time travel back several decades and television showing a 
great life that Americans can have, the beautiful house and car, two children educated at 
great schools, the father working at a great job where he is productive and needed. Your 
parents leave you an inheritance upon their passing from this life. The American dream 
for most, but not all. Some Americans are denied this dream. It is just a television show, a 
fantasy to only dream of someday coming to life in your life. 

I can recall being in church with my mother, a single parent. She is now deceased, 


but her love for the Lord, “I’m Walking with the King,” was her saying as she cooked 


and walked through the apartment with unmistakable love and faith in God the Father, 
His Son, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy Ghost (Spirit). Being brought up in the projects 
of Paterson within a Christian apartment with my mother working two to three jobs to 
move my older brother and me out of that environment and across the street to private 
housing was difficult. 

I can recall telling my mother of my new life in the streets while she tried to 
convince me that it was not what God created me for. My television dream was to move 
into a beautiful house with a wife in the future and two children, going to a great school. 
But I was a high school dropout. I saw a different television world fantasy than the reality 
I faced when I left the serenity of Mom’s home. 

As my mother used to say, “the grass always looks greener on the other side of 
the fence.” As the prodigal son asked for his inheritance, thinking and dreaming of a 
better life than his father’s way of life. The son had aspirations and could not wait to live 
on his own. So many men leave the home of their single parents looking for a better life. 
They even believe they can move their parent out of that hard life of three jobs, only 
barely making a living (low income to poverty). 

So many young black men go into the streets looking for a fantasy that doesn’t 
exist. To find out later in life, after serving so many years in prisons and jails, real life is 
not like those fantasies. The world sells a false sense of reality as to the life of a black 


man. 


10 


With the population of blacks being 14% (black male less than 7%) in New Jersey 
and the NJ prison black male population being 60%.” This is an unequal representation 
pointing towards a racial bias in policing. 

Being punished for infractions in school more harshly because you are a black 
student.”’,4 This bias begins early in life and continues into adulthood. 

The conditions of the jails and prisons would stop any person with any sense from 
returning to incarceration. However, the black male conditions to recidivate still exist. 

With the average New Jersey prison sentence being six years yet 37.2% of prisoners 
are released without a High School or general education diploma.”° 
The black male in gangs is being shot by opposing gangs and police. The justice 
system’s not providing decent counsel or social services alternatives, even though 
everyone is entitled to an attorney. 

As in the prodigal son, he sold himself out for slave labor after going through his 
inheritance. As you sell yourself to that criminal life regardless of what crime you 
commit, it can lead to life in prison to being killed. Yet, you take the chance every day 
you wake up for a fantasy that will not materialize. 

But you have hope in this fantasy (I am almost there) where I need to get to, to get to the 


next level of hope (crime.) Life is never easy for the criminal, whether in the streets 


2 Census, Quick Facts: New Jersey, (Accessed 07/01/2019). 

23 Jayante Owens, Teacher treatment of students factors into racial gap in school 

suspensions, https://www.brown.edu/news/2019-07-18/discipline, (accessed July 18, 2019). 

74 Disha Raychaudhuri & Dale J Shoemaker, Black kids in N.J. schools are suspended at a higher rate than 
white kids, data show,.https://www.nj.com/data/2019/11/black-kids-in-nj-schools-are-suspended-at-a- 
higher-rate-than-white-kids-data-shows.html, (accessed 10/15/2021). 

25 Katie Forkey & Shae Cali, Improving upon Corrections in New Jersey to Reduce Recidivism and Promote 
a Successful Reintegration 2017, NJ Reentry Corporation, 
https://www.njreentry.org/application/files/4915/4344/4576/NJRC_ CORRECTIONS REPORT 2017.pdf. 
(accessed 10/15/2021). 
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worrying about the police, the competition, or jealousy. Some feel more secure in prison 
than on the streets. But in prison, you can be killed by your street competition; the 
correctional officers are known for throwing individuals over the rails in prison. Even 
jealousy can get you killed in prison with little effort. 

Then one day, you wake up and know that life was better with God in your life, as 
Mom said. You know you have to go back to Him. It is better to work three legitimate 
jobs and not worry about the police than to stay in prison day after day, year after year. 
So, you reconnect with the almighty and find a new, more challenging way of life, even 
though your mom always told you your life would not be easy because you were black 
and you would have to work twice as hard as everyone else. 

You walk away to a new life and the criminal world, and some of your family 
think you are crazy and going through a phase. They will bet on when you will return to 
your life of crime. Some families only have crime to support their livelihood, as in the 
prodigal son and the father welcoming you back to life everlasting. Your family may not 
be that welcoming. Your pastor may not be that welcoming. It is hard for them to accept 
you and forgive you for your past mistakes. They cannot understand that it is not your 
past that matters but your commitment to the Father today and every day. We all have a 
history. We all have a future. Your past does not dictate your future. 

Part 3: The Need for Mentoring 

The resources used are the mentor’s strengths to assist those returning home from 
incarceration and back into our communities. There are few grants for mentoring. There 
are grants for life skills, G-E.D. Training & testing, vocational careers, behavioral 


counseling, and even resource centers. However, I believe that mentoring is essential in 
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assisting men and women returning home. The government’s Second Chance Act also 
holds this belief.”° The mentor is invested in seeing to the well-being of the mentee. The 
best mentors can relate to the mentee, whether they have served time in prison or a close 
family member has or some other investment for the mentee. For the mentee to have a 
religious belief is a plus for the mentor. 

AChaMP now has five mentors at this time in 2022. The mentors have an 
invested interest in the program for those formerly incarcerated. As AChaMP moves 
forward, it participates in seminars, workshops, and conferences lecturing on the re-entry 
process (mentoring & reducing poverty). The holistic approach to re-entry works. The 
mentor must meet the mentee in their need with words of encouragement, release 
preparation, family planning, a release plan, and assistance in life once released. Let me 
also state that William O Henry re-educated himself by starting at Bergen Community 
College in Spring 2010 to Ramapo College of New Jersey in 2017, the first graduating 
class in the Master of Social Work Program. I am now studying for a Doctor of Ministry 
at New York Theological Seminary, Dr. Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Fellowship. 

AChaMP has prepared videos on our website www.Azariah1.org, for our mentees 
since Covid-19 to get some of the assistance and encouragement they need. We believe 
that if we can assist the mentee in moving out of poverty, we can change their lives. 


Education, mentoring, and nurturing in Christ’s love is the key. 


26 The Nation Reentry Resource Center, Second Chance Act Grant, 
Program, https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/projects/second-chance-act/, (Accessed Feb 17, 
2020). 
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CHAPTER III 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH QUESTION 


HISTORICAL RESEARCH QUESTION 


Is there a historical correlation between poverty and recidivism rates of men of 
color? The powers that we have always stated that the black incarcerated population 
cannot be helped because they are habitual criminals.?” Some have said that the inability 
of the formerly incarcerated is due to their cultural, generational habits. Or, can slavery 
be considered the catalyst of recidivism among black men? 

Part 1: Introduction 

I have watched Dr. Joy DeGruy’s research on YouTube several times for many 
years; her book Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome (PTSS) and her analysis of the 
dehumanization of the African American is acute from my perspective. Especially 
growing up as an African American male in America is relatable to many issues. In this 
participatory project, we will answer whether slavery of the black man is a significant 
part of the high recidivism rate in Paterson, Passaic County, the State of New Jersey, and 
the rest of the country. According to the Declaration of Independence, this 
dehumanization of the Black man has led to a race being denied the rights that every 
other foreigner coming to America has received since the freeing of the enslaved people. 


This dehumanization in America’s past has led to unjust laws, harsher sentencing, less 


27 Bynum, W.F.; Shepherd, Michael & Porter, Roy. Anatomy of Madness Vol. 3. Routledge: London (1988) 
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pay for labor, non-advancement for employment, not being hired for jobs, redlining, and 
a flawed educational system. 

We will now take a brief look at how these men participated in this machination 
of the African American male. I will be interjecting with my personal and professional 
theories and teachings. This is a brief assessment of this genocidal plot. There were far 
more Caucasians that took part in this plot, which is still alive and thriving today in 2022. 
We will discuss an analysis of slavery from 1908, then a brief look development of black 
children from 1908 to the present. 

Part 2, Slavery: 

Carl Linnaeus (1707 to 1778) was famous for taxonomy (categorizing) plants, 
animals, and humans. He subdivided the species into four varieties based on the continent 
of origin and skin color: Europaeus Albus (white European), Americanus rubescens (Red 
American), Asiaticus fuscus (Brown Asian), and Africanus Niger (black A frican.)”° 
Linnaeus defined these categories around 1735 as Homo-Europeans as white, fickle, 
sanguine, blue-eyed, gentle, and governed by laws. Homo-Americanus as reddish, 
choleric, obstinate, contented, and regulated by customs. Homo Asiaticus as sallow, 
grave dignified, avaricious, and ruled by opinion. Homo Afer is black phlegmatic, 


cunning, lazy, lustful, careless, and governed by caprice.”° Linnaeus has named so many 


28 Don E Wilson & Dee Ann M. Reeder, Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and Geographic 
Reference. 1 (3rd ed.), JHU Press. ISBN 978-0-8018-8221-0., (2005), p. 179. 


2° Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
https://youtu.be/BGjSday7f_ 8. 
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plants and animals that he was referred to as God’s Registrar” for his hard work in 
Taxonomy (scientific naming.)°*” 

Linnaeus defined the Black-Afer then as phlegmatic, cunning, lazy, lustful, 
careless, and governed by caprice. This is not an accurate representation of the black men 
that I know. My mother instructed me to work twice as hard as everyone else. However, 
He started this scathing attack on the slaves of America and the world. Linnaeus used his 
power and privilege to paint a picture of someone kidnapped, tortured, and constantly 
threatened with examples of torture and murder in their mind as the base for his 
definition. 

Joann Friedrich Blumenbach (1752-1840) was a German anthropologist, 
physiologist, and comparative anatomist called the father of Physical anthropology.*! 
Blumenbach arranged one of the earliest classifications of the races of humankind. His 
research of the craniums led him to divide humanity into five families Caucasian, 
Mongolian, Malayan, Ethiopian, and American.** Blumenbach also coined the term 
Caucasian from Mount Caucasus, the people of Georgia (near Russia), whom he called 
the most beautiful people with white skin and blue eyes and the origin of humanity.** 
This article also refuted the notion that Ethiopians were inferior to other races. 
Blumenbach wrote favorably about negroes extolling their beauty, mental abilities, and 


achievements in literature and other fields.*4 


30 Margaret J. Anderson, Carl Linnaeus: Father of Classification, Enslow Publishers: Berkley Heights, NJ. 
ISBN 978-0-7660-3009-1, (1997), P. 9 

31 Raj Bhopal, The beautiful skull and Blumenbach's errors: the birth of the scientific concept of race, BM). 
(2007);335, https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2151154/. 

32 Ibid. 

33 Ibid. 

34 Ibid. 
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If I look at Dr. DeGruy and her research, it says something different about 
Blumenbach: the Caucasians are the most beautiful race, and the white skull of 
Caucasians means that they were the primitive color of humankind.** This made white 
America and the world believe that they were the dominant race by the color of a white 
skull from Caucasia in the 1800s. In addition, the Biblical Noah’s Ark settled on Mount 
Ararat, according to Blumenbach, and this was the created source of man.*° 

The Biology of Race states: 


“Race is a Concept of society that insists there is a genetic significance behind 
human variation in skin color that transcends outward appearance. However, race 
has no scientific merit outside of sociological classifications. There are no 
significant genetic variations within the human species to justify the division of 


races.”>/ 


Race is a social and political construct; categorizing people of different races is a 
falsie created to separate people. There is no biological difference in race; everyone is 
99.9% the same. However, we can have different ancestries, which shows our diversity 
and reflect our human variations, which can have a connection between the geographical 
origins of our ancestors.** As Dr. DeGruy says, mankind is one.*? My research has led me 


to believe that White (Caucasians) refuse to accept and will not work to rectify the 


35 Johann Friedrich Blumenbach: Race and Natural History, 1750-1850. United Kingdom: Taylor & Francis, 
2018. 

36 Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
https://youtu.be/BGjSday7f_8. 

37 King, James C.. "PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION" In The Biology of Race, VII-VIlIl. Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1525/9780520332164-001 

38 Vivian Chou, How Science and Genetics are Reshaping the Race Debate of the 21°t Century, Harvard 
University, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, April 2017, 
https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2017/science-genetics-reshaping-race-debate-21st-century/ . 

39 Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
https://youtu.be/BGjSday7f 8. 
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problem of races and racism. It would create a level field, which Caucasians do not want. 
Why should I give up my privilege and surrender my power? 

Let us move to Thomas Jefferson (1743 to 1826), one of our country’s 
forefathers, 3"! President and portrait on Mount Rushmore, and the United States, two- 
dollar bill and nickel. President Jefferson owned more than 180 slaves, yet he said all 
men were created equal and slavery was unjust and immoral.*’ One article says that 
Jefferson went along with slavery because of the time and way of the country.*! Jefferson 
served as an elder or deacon in the episcopal church and was friends with Rev Charles 
Clay of the Calvinistical Reformed Church.*” And let us not forget that Jefferson wrote a 
Bible using the gospels of the second testament and the words of Jesus as a moral 
compass rather than a divine one.*° 

Jefferson and John Adams (1735 to 1826)“ wrote to each other on the virtues of 
religion in the newly formed republic of the United States and how religion was 
portrayed would constitute the foundation for the future. These two statesmen considered 
themselves rational Christians and did not belong to a religious doctrine. Their 
correspondence was private and based on reason and rationality as to their new religious 
doctrine. They then used rational reasoning to examine societal beliefs of religion at that 
time. Adams and Jefferson determined these societal beliefs of this time were corrupt due 


to doctrine mainly. They implemented a “rational Christianity,” which represented a 


40 William Cohen, “Thomas Jefferson and the Problem of Slavery,” The Journal of American History 56, no. 
3 (1969): 503-26, https://doi.org/10.2307/1904203. 

41 Dumas Malone, Jefferson and His Time, (vols., Boston, 1948-1962), Ill. 212. 

42 Mark Beliles, & Jerry Newcombe, Doubting Thomas: The Religious Life and Legacy of Thomas Jefferson, 
Place of publication not identified: Morgan James Publishing, n.d. 

43 Peter Manseau, The Jefferson Bible: A Biography, Lives of Great Religious Books, (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 2020). 

44 History.com ed, John Adams, https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/john-adams, (accessed 
January 31, 2020). 
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purified and enlightened Christianity. This was a very different and unorthodox 
Christianity that would be unrecognizable and unacceptable to their society and future 
societies.*> Jefferson’s rational Christianity was that he believed that the Roman Catholic 
Church and Protestant denominations perverted the principles of Jesus into an engine for 
enslaving mankind. The church created this organized religion for wealth and power,” to 
which Jefferson said no rational man would follow their heresies perpetrated by the 
Roman Catholic Church and Protestants. 

Dr. DeGruy’s book on Jefferson describes how he wrote about Blacks as smelled 
bad, was physically unattractive, requiring less sleep, were dumb, cowardly, and 
incapable of feeling grief.*’ Jefferson also made this statement, “that blacks, whether 
originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and circumstances, are inferior to 


809 


whites in the endowments of body and mind**”), here Jefferson had a suspicion that 


blacks, however, their circumstances turned out today or in the future that blacks were 
inferior to whites, period. Yet, Jefferson fathered six children while only four lived by a 
slave, Sally Hemings (1773 to 1835).*” I ask, did she smell bad, physically unattractive, 
or even dumb? This rhetoric that the Caucasians used to tell this new Republic, the 
United States, and the world that blacks could not be considered human beings. 

While in Paris, with Sally Hemings at the age of 14, Jefferson struck a deal that 


she would return to Virginia with Jefferson, and any children born would be free. She did 


45 Blakely Hume and University of Nevada, Reno, Department of History. 2013, “He Who Loves the 
Workman and His Work Improves It: The Religion of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson,” (Dissertation, 
UMI. University of Nevada, Reno, 2013). 

46 Ered C Luebke, “The Origins of Thomas Jefferson's Anti-Clericalism” (Church History 32 (3): 1963), 344— 
56. 

47 Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
https://youtu.be/BGjSday7f_ 8 

48 Ibid. 


49 Sally Hemings, https://www.monticello.org/sallyhemings/, (accessed on October 13, 2021). 
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not have to return to Virginia since Paris was a free country for African American slaves. 
Upon arrival back in Virginia around the age of 16, she gave birth to a child by Jefferson 
that did not live long. Hemings did give birth to four children by Jefferson, Beverly, 
Harriet, Madison, and Eston (three sons and one daughter.) Jefferson had only freed 
seven slaves in his lifetime; his four children and the other three were extended family of 
the Hemings.°° Jefferson makes a deal with a fourteen-year-old to be his concubine for 
life and then denies it to the world. Who has the inferior mind now? To not show any 
affection to your black children regardless of color and the privacy of Monticello is truly 
harsh? I believe these children were damaged because of this lack of appreciation. 
Hemings, I think, tried to instill a sense of love and emotional support, but they had to 
have emotional problems, according to the study of Psychology.>*! 

When slavery ended in the U.S., there was a slave population of about four 
million. British West Indies had a slave import population of about 2 million. At the end 
of slavery in the Caribbean, it was about 670,000 due to deaths from overwork;*” other 
causes of death range from high infant mortality rate, malnutrition, and lack of sleep. The 
selling of mothers, fathers, and children, trading them throughout the country and the 
Caribbean with no thought of the trauma of a family’s separation. The physiological and 


psychological effects of the children and or spouse being taken and sold off to another 


5° Beverly. View the Life of Sally Hemins exhibit at Monticello online. 
https://www.monticello.org/sallyhemings/, (accessed on October 13, 2021). 

51 Psychology, 3 signs of lack of affection in children, https://exploringyourmind.com/3-signs-of-lack-of- 
affection-in-children/, (accessed on October 13, 2021). 

52 Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
https://youtu.be/BGjSday7f 8 
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place are the traumatic effects. However, Jefferson said we do not grieve these things, 
another attempt at cognitive dissonance. 

James Marion Sims (1813 to 1883) physician, performed surgeries on Black slave 
women in Alabama behind his house without anesthesia because black women could 
endure the pain. Vesicovaginal Fistula surgery was needed to correct a complication of 
childbirth.°* The person that wrote this article says that the allegations against Sims are 
totally without merit. Sims’s title as the father of gynecology still stands strong. He 
pursued his goals with vigor, determination, and perseverance, and his patients then, 
countless thousands of women, have benefitted from his success. It should be noted that 
when he performed these same surgeries on white or beautiful Caucasians, they were 
given anesthesia. 

Dr. DeGruy stated how Dr. Sims was one of the wealthiest physicians. Also, He 
even experimented on infants (Trimus Nascentium), now known as neonatal tetanus. 
Sims attributed this condition to enslaved Black people's indecency and intellectual 
flaws, with a 100 % death rate. DeGruy describes a book, Medical Apartheid, expresses 
how this experimentation is still ongoing with Black test subjects. Another person shows 
no remorse for the life, mind, and body of a person of color. Justification of these 
experiments by the medical community once again shows no remorse for the life, mind, 
and body of a person of color. 

Around the mid-1800s, more than 600,000 children of miscegenation were born 
and living throughout the country. Dr. DeGruy states that white women were beating 
black children of miscegenation to death at an alarming rate that a law was created for 


53 Wall LL, The medical ethics of Dr J Marion Sims: a fresh look at the historical record. J Med Ethics, 2006, 
346-50. 
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them. These children created by slavery and rape were innocent victims of a harsh 
country that cared nothing for their lives—these women beat black children to death for 
seeing their husbands and sons in these innocent children. 

The Casual Killing Act: Virginia Statute XXXIV. 1705: 


And if any slave resists his master or owner, or other person by his or her 
order, correcting such slave, and shall happened to be killed in such 
correction, it shall not be counted felony; but the master, owner and every 
other person so giving correction, shall be acquitted of all punishment and 
accusation for the same, as if such accident had never happened.™ 


Samuel A Cartwright (1793 to 1863) around 1822, Cartwright established himself 
as a physician in Mississippi and practiced medicine there to earn the reputation as the 
most significant medical mind in the Old Southwest.*° Cartwright believed that the 
relationship of master and slave was not based upon human but divine law and concluded 
that the Bible doomed the Ethiopian to be a servant to servants.*° From 1850 to 1853, 
Cartwright published articles for the New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, which 
coined terms for diseases such as Drapetomania (the disease-causing negroes to run 
away) and Dysaesthesia Ethiopia, which made enslaved people insensible and indifferent 
to punishment.*’ In 1851 he was appointed professor of “Diseases of the Negro” at the 


University of Louisiana (now Tulane University).°* Cartwright suggested to Confederate 


54 General Assembly. William Waller Hening, ed., s.v. “The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of All the 
Laws of Virginia from the First Session of the Legislature, in the Year 1619,” (Philadelphia: R. & W. & G. 
Bartow, 1823), https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/an-act-concerning-servants-and-slaves-1705/ 

55 Samuel M. Lampton, s.v. “Adolphus Cartwright.” Mississippi encyclopedia. 
https://mississippiencyclopedia.org/entries/samuel-adolphus-cartwright/, (accessed October 15, 2021). 
56 Ibid. 

57 Christopher D.E. Willoughby, "Running Away from Drapetomania: Samuel A. Cartwright, Medicine, and 
Race in the Antebellum South," Journal of Southern History 84, no. 3 (2018): 579-614. 

58 Mississippi Encyclopedia, s.v. “Samuel Adolphus Cartwright, last modified on April 13, 2018, 
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president Jefferson Davis that the Confederacy use enslaved people as soldiers instead of 
“our tenderly bred gentlemen.”*? 

Cognitive Dissonance describes the mental discomfort that results from holding 
two conflicting beliefs, values, or attitudes. People seek consistency in their attitudes and 
perceptions, so this conflict causes unease or discomfort. As an example of the past 
[Blacks deserve to be lynched because they are useless and dumb.] President Jefferson 
described Blacks as “smelling bad, being physically unattractive, requiring less sleep, 
were dumb, cowardly, and incapable of feeling grief.”°' Now a rational person would say 
that those reasons are not an excuse for hanging someone, while in the mind of a person 
trying to justify this atrocity, in their mind, it may be enough. 

A black man is reported as shot by police today, 2022, cognitive dissonance and 
racial profiling would kick in [oh, he was probably a criminal, robbing someplace or drug 
user, or to that effect.] The public has justified the police shooting without knowing 
anything about it. Once they learn more details, they stick to their original thought of 
what Blacks are, according to Linnaeus this time, phlegmatic, cunning, lazy, lustful, 
careless, and governed by caprice.© The mind has to justify this shooting because the 
police would not shoot anyone for an unjustified reason. 

As President Jefferson and his rational Christianity, God placed him in charge of 
these dumb Blacks because they needed someone to care for them. God wants us to use 


the African Slave trade to build the foundation of this republic to be the most significant 


59 Ibid. 

50 Kendra Cherry, what is Cognitive Dissonance? Verywell Mind, modified on July 02, 2020, 
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-cognitive-dissonance-2795012, (accessed October 15, 2021). 
51 Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
https://youtu.be/BGjSday7f_ 8. 
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Christian country in the world where all men are created equal. (We are not going to say 
or write except blacks). We will rationalize this by not saying it but knowing in our hearts 
that is what God wants. 

Lynching blacks after slavery was the new norm; there was no empathy for the 
race. The lack of empathy showed the lack of humanity. The enslaved person was worth 
too much to lynch before freedom. The Caucasian race (white) will demonstrate that 
slavery may have been better for the formerly enslaved person. We may beat you, but we 
didn’t murder you unless you were trying to escape, causing an uprising, or just being 
uncontrollable. 

Black sharecroppers replaced slavery with debt servitude as it is today. Many 
Blacks left the south only to return after finding that they could not live in many states. In 
the south, where labor was intense and needed, you became a sharecropper to live in debt 
for the rest of your life. The other option that was being used throughout the country was 
jail. Blacks were arrested for minor infractions and sentenced to 10 or more years in 
prison, where the prisoner was leased out to farms and other industries for state profit. In 
1898 leasing blacks from prison produced %4 of Alabama’s total revenue. Criminals 
deserving of jail and the harsh sentences handed out.© 

The National Football League has been using “race norms or races’ demographic 
estimates” to determine whether players who have dementia, Parkinson’s disease, and 


Lou Gehrig’s Disease (ALS) deserve compensation from injuries brain concussions, 


63 Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome, YouTube Video, 1:21:35, Sept 12, 2016, 
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which may have led to these diseases.“ The cognitive testing practices were set 
differently for black players. More black players missed the threshold for compensation 
and treatment. Race norming by the NFL assumed that blacks started with lower 
cognitive functioning; this gave them an advantage of having suffered more cognitive 
damage than other players. The NFL adjusted the bar to make it equal, and while doing 
so, they made it unequal to Blacks. Once again, the 1800 predecessors (doctors as 
mentioned earlier and statesmen) have caused a chain of events, now called race 
norming, to separate Blacks with lower functioning cognitive abilities. The forefathers 
called it being dumb. I call it genocide. 

We will end part 1 with; for the past 339 years, the African-American ancestry 
has suffered through being sold, bred, detached from family, separated from society, 
beaten, mutilated, test subjects, peonage, raped (both sexes), lynched, burned, and 
murdered. No one has shown any compassion, and very little has changed. The men, as 
mentioned earlier, are only a few that laid the groundwork for the de-sensitizing of 
whites’, that blacks were less than human. This dehumanization was planned at that time 


and still exists in 2022. 


You can work a mule from sun up to sundown, but you work a nigga until the 
work is done.°’ 


54 AP, NFL agrees to end race-based dementia testing in $1 Billion Settlement, CBS News, 20 OCT. 2021, 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/nfl-race-norming-settlement-league-agrees-to-end-race-based-testing/, 
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Part 3: Following Trauma 

The children inherit the trauma from their parents. The parents receive trauma 
from their parents due to police brutality, the effects of slavery, and inclusive hatred. 
Emmitt teal was arrested for looking or whistling at a white woman. Then he was 
dragged out of jail, beaten unmercifully, and hung. The trauma the mother and family 
have suffered has been passed down to further generations, both by repetitive stories of 
the trauma and genetic DNA. 

Exposure to war and violence has negatively impacted individuals’ lives. ©’ This 
exposure has led to the intergenerational transmission of trauma, like thoughts, feelings, 
and behaviors generated from survivors’ experiences and transmitted to their offspring.”° 
Understanding how intergenerational trauma transmission impacts the mind both 
consciously and unconsciously. To provide an effective intervention to minimize these 
consequences for generational survivors of war and violence.”! 

Study a: 

A study done by Rachel Yehuda research in the field of intergenerational effects 


(epigenetics)”” of trauma suggests that the offspring of Holocaust survivors have lower 
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stress hormones than their peers of the same age, which may expose them to other 
disorders.”* Survivors’ offspring pass down lower cortisol levels which regulate traumatic 
events.’* So, the cortisol release, which would assist in bringing the traumatic event under 
control and lower stress levels, does not occur, and the individual will remain in that 
stressful state.’> An individual remaining in these high-stress levels for more extended 
periods may take on disorders such as PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder).’° The 
offspring of these survivors and their offspring have a lower level of adapting to the 
stressful environment of their parents or grandparents.’’ However, suppose they are not 
living in such an environment as their parents or grandparents. In that case, it will make 
them more susceptible to other age-related syndromes such as obesity, hypertension, and 
insulin resistance, particularly in an environment of plenty.”® 

Study b: 

Another study carried out by Haifa University Education Department detected 
unprocessed, indirect signs of post-trauma and interaction systems with second and third- 
generation descendants of Holocaust victims.” This study interviewed 196 Israelis from 
the second-generation descendants who do not suffer from psychological disturbances 


and their children, third-generation descendants, the average age of 18.%° 
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Threatening reality second-generation testified to their parents as being in survival 
mode and viewed the world as a threatening reality filled with unexpected events: the 
parents continually prepared themselves for the unknown.*! Some testified to parents 
being overly protective and prevented them from going out or visiting friends when they 
were children.®* Many parents were worried about their children suffering hare of dying 
suddenly says the second generation.** As a result, the second generation feared their 
parent’s harm or sudden death.** The second generation also stated that the parent would 
hoard food or other items to overfeed their children. *° Third-generation teenagers 
testified to their parents, second-generation worries about them, and anxieties about 
hunger and diseases.*° And this will be passed on to the next generation. 
Lack of support states the second generation; their parents did not offer support when 
they felt they needed it.*’ The parents could not develop warmth, and inaccessibility was 
also considered cold and remote in their childhood years.** This report stated that the 
third generation did not suffer as much from emotional distress as the second 
generation.*? 

Study c: 

The following study carried out by Hoffman and Shrira searched for the 
intergenerational transmission of trauma to the grandchildren of holocaust survivors and 


whether they were more susceptible to anxiety induced by the Islamic State (ISIS) and 


81 Ibid. 
® Ibid. 
83 Ibid 
84 Ibid. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ibid. 
88 Ibid. 
89 Ibid. 


28 


atrocities.°” The study examined 241 Israeli Jewish grandparents of European origin who 
lived during World War II.°' The sample was divided into three groups which were 71 no 
holocaust survivor grandparents, 114 who had one to three grandparents, and 56 who had 
four survivor grandparents.”” The participants were surveyed about the exposure to 
terrorist attacks (ISIS) and others through the media and their anxiety about ISIS and 
PTSD symptoms. 

The study showed that grandchildren of survivors with four grandparents with 
PTSD symptoms showed more significant ISIS anxiety than all other subjects.”? They 
were fearful of ISIS and other terrorist organizations. More research is needed to 
determine the necessary conditions for revealing intergenerational transmissions and the 
psychological (memory, context) biological (epigenetics) mechanisms underlying such 
effects. °4 

Study d: 

In this study, there were 23 eligible studies published between 2000 and 2018 of 
Holocaust survivor studies that met the inclusion criteria.*> Association between parental 


and offspring’s mental health problems; the hypothesis showed an increased prevalence 
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of psychiatric symptoms in offspring because of parental symptoms.”° Holocaust 
survivors’ offspring suffered from mood disorders, anxiety disorders, and substance 
abuse, especially parental PTSE was associated with PTSD and depressive symptoms in 
Holocaust survivors’ offspring.”’ Additional stress and traumatic life events in HSO, 
empirical support this hypothesis that vulnerability to stress in HSO after serious illness 
events suffered from higher levels of distress consistent trauma of war or violence.”® 
Cortisol metabolism, epigenetic factors, and genetic predisposition studies demonstrated 


the intergenerational effects concerning cortisol levels, with lower urinary cortisol levels 


t.° 


in the offspring whose mothers were adults during the Holocaust.”” These findings align 


with other research showing the epigenetic and physiological consequences of different 
forms of mass violence and stress lice the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New York.'°° 
Part 4: Trauma it’s in ME! 

Let us look at epigenetics again, and if we had identical twins, they would have 
identical DNA. However, as they grow and life happens, environment, and emotional 
condition, they may lose their identical look and develop different physical and medical 


characteristics.'°' This genetic material (chemicals within the DNA) is switched on and 
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off without altering the genes themselves.!°? As another example, a pregnant woman’s 
starvation over six months can cause her child to be born underweight, and the child may 
be obese in the future and even obese in the next generation.!° Jacqueline Woodson 
questions whether descendants of African slaves in slave ships suffer from high blood 
pressure today because of the horrific conditions of the passage to America.!™4 

There are many studies on mice, their grandchildren, and the smell of orange 
blossoms with electric shock in this study.'°> The parent mouse is provided with the scent 
of orange blossom and then given electric shocks. The children and grandchildren of 
mice are provided different paths to travel and will not follow the course with an orange 
blossom smell. 
Part 5: The Young Brain on Poverty 

This research is paraphrased from the Institute of Research on Poverty, University 
of Wisconsin- Madison, which states.'°° The object of this is the relationship between 
brain development and poverty, to the black youth suffering from poverty unable to make 
a conscious decision. So often, juveniles are convicted of crimes tried as adults when they 
do not have the mental capacity to make life-altering decisions. 

Neuroscientists and poverty scholars have collaborated to understand how 
childhood poverty may inhibit brain development, leading to lower scores on 


achievement tests, poorer school grades, and a lack of educational achievements.!°’ This 
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correlation between growing up in poverty and diminished school achievement compared 
to growing up in prosperity. This compared income differential will be known as “the 
income achievement gap.””!°8 

Poverty and circumstances that often accompany these children are evictions, 
unstable accommodations, crime, unsafe environment, substance abuse, witnessing the 
arrest of a parent, incarcerated parent, visiting an incarcerated parent, sub-standard 
education and meals, lead in water pipes, and paint, and single-parent households.!” This 
can explain the vast and growing achievement gap between poor and more privileged 
children. For a child to wake up in the morning with no food is devastating, and waking 
up to the exact circumstances every day. 

Numerous brain imaging studies show no difference in most infants at birth.'!° 
The brain’s growth rate starts to diminish around two years of age with children living in 
poverty.'!' Neuroscientists’ brain scans call these differences evidence of 
neuroplasticity. This brain flexibility to develop at lesser rates by those living in poverty 
can be reversed. The study performed on 7" and 8" graders showed differences in the 


thickness of the cortex, which connects different parts of the brain with academic 


achievement and cognitive tasks.!!” 
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Researchers identify how poverty affects learning and achievement by examining 
brain areas from childhood to early adolescence. Children in more privileged settings 
benefit from having less stress, greater language exposure, and more cognitive 
stimulation than their peers in poorer households. Research has documented that stress is 
associated with less efficient brain connections and communications between parts of the 
brain, resulting in depression, shorter attention span, increased internalization, and higher 
ageression.!!? In addition, experiencing stress has been shown in brain scan imaging to 
affect the hippocampus, amygdala, and prefrontal cortex, which are associated with 
memory, social-emotional processing, and self-regulation.!'4 

Neural processes and social sciences work together and complement each other 
differently. They show the neurological side of brain imaging, the social sciences path of 
research, and the social environment. For example, neural effects are visible as they 
occur, whereas behavioral effects are not. Such as an adult’s earnings and high school 
graduation may require decades to see. This is a very complex subject and must be 
considered in its totality. More research must be performed to measure the need for future 
children. And will the policymakers adjust to the research finding to assist the poor in 
their need? The study suggests that neuroplasticity will allow for new growth in the brain. 
However, the issue providing for this child’s slow development must be addressed. The 
younger the child, the better the chance of reversing the income achievement gap and 


fulfilling life. 
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Part 6: We Teach, but What are our Children Learning. 

Social Learning Theory considers that the environment and cognitive factors 
influence human learning and behavior.!'° Albert Bandura (1925-2021), a psychologist, 
emphasizes the importance of observing, modeling, and imitating behaviors, attitudes, 
and emotional reactions.'!® We will take a brief look at Social Learning Theory. This is 
not a psychology class, but I request you to hold on to this knowledge to understand 
better the generational poverty and recidivism of Black people. 

Today, children are surrounded by influential models, whether social media, 
television, school, church, family, siblings, or parents. These models and the child’s 
environment make the child who they are.!!” The child is paying attention to its models, 
those influencers in their life, and encoding this behavior to imitate later.!'® When this 
child mimics this behavior, they will be rewarded or punished; this determines whether 
the child keeps or disregards the behavior.'!? Reinforcement, internal or external, positive 
or negative, will make this behavior grow within the child.!”° We must realize that 
parents are the number one influencer in the child’s life. In a single-parent household, one 
parent is the most significant influencer. However, the child has to be missing something 
if they are missing a parent. 

Family System Theory is more of a mathematics theory than a cognitive or 


personality theory. This theory is an equation of whatever happens in the family affects 
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the whole family and changes the family, which changes the child’s behavior.'?! The 
nature of the human function is a balance between emotions and rational life experienced 
and inherited from the family.'”* There is a triangle of care father, mother, child or 
parents, children, particular child; with minor alterations to change family behavior and 
thus the child.'*? The family must learn to reorganize themselves by rationalizing and 
coming to their conclusion and bringing about small changes in their behavior. 

The social worker must choose the best theory for their clients based on their 
needs and dysfunction. Where Family System Theory may not be suitable for a family 
where the child is the client and a parent has an addiction or mental health issue, it could 
even be environmental.'** This theory may be skewed too far for a rational change. 

Social Cognitive Theory is based on people learning things (model) by observing 
others.'*° This theory of Social Learning is more popular today with videos such as 
YouTube, Tumbler, and Facebook to discover new behaviors and ways of life that you or 
someone else may want to change.'”° This form of social cognitive theory must have 
taken on a new beginning with video access. These observations may or may not lead to a 
change in behavior that the observer wants. However, this can be the stepping stone with 
reinforcement and punishment to rid the observer of bad behavior.!”’ The observer must 


practice the model set before them to obtain a behavioral change. The goals must be 


121 B. Thyer, Social learning theory and social work treatment, F.J. Turner (Ed.) New York, NY: Oxford Press, 
(2011). 

122 Ibid. 

223 Ibid. 

124 Ibid. 

125 H. Robinson, & C. Kaplan, (2011) Psychosocial theory and social work treatment, F.J. Turner (Ed.) New 
York, NY: Oxford Press, (accessed December 28, 2021). 

226 |bid. 

V7 Ibid. 


35 


reachable and wanted by the observer.'”* The reinforcement and or punishment must be 
desired and measurable.'”? The observer’s model influences the observer with real or 
symbolic influences of behavior.!*° The influencing models should be competent in their 
field, have a form of power and or prestige over the observer, and the model should be 
relevant to the learning situation. 

As a mentor, I like the Social Cognitive Theory with the in-the-moment approach, 
observing what it takes to change and then practicing this model with reinforcement. '?! 
Nevertheless, the consequences of not evolving must also be followed and considered to 
reinforce the positive model of success. The model must be relevant and show something 
real or symbolic, such as a star or future promise (award, medal).'** The theorists all 
have something to add to the client’s success and or failure. Even in defeat, you can learn 
from the theorist of early cognitive development and what route to take with a particular 
client. Social Work is not an easy fix, and sometimes we as social workers will have to 
develop new strategies for dealing with specific clients and their needs. 

Constructive Theology speaks of the human being and what makes this person. 
Since we are all created in the image of God, we all have some of HIS attributes. I would 
say that developing these attributes in our human life determines our human being or 
person. Constructive Theology has broken human life into three examples: freedom and 


responsibility, 2" identity and alterity, 3" time and memory.!*° 
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The writer states that God gives us freedom and responsibility at birth'**. It is not 
God that obstructed this freedom given by God but cultural secularism and decreed 
anachronistic (something of the past).!> It is not taking responsibility for justice that 
denies the freedom God has given. 

This injustice and lack of responsibility give sin a place in your life and eventual 
being or person. The secular world says we cannot live as in the past (anachronistically); 
responsibility has been changed because of psychological and social norms that deviant 
behavior may be mental and uncontrollable. This breaks with God’s plan or covenants 
with mankind to be responsible for your actions. Now we are faced with God’s covenant 
with mankind and relative meaning; is there an excuse for sin?!*° Because of life 
circumstances, the human being does not have to take responsibility. In addition, without 
having to take responsibility, do you lose your freedom to mankind as well? The freedom 
given by God is now held by a man demanding counseling, drug regimens, the court 
system, etc. Are you now trapped in a secular world with no freedom and responsibility? 

To be created in the image of God, which means identity or sameness of our 
human nature. The differences of this human nature that can enrich or complicate this 
difference can be called alterity.'°’ This alterity (otherness) can be biological or social, as 
we also look at different theories’ differences in our human nature. 

Let us add that according to Copeland’s essay on essentialist and biological 


determinist, that difference is in the biological makeup (nature) and social construction 
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not being a part of the difference.'** While constructivists say the alterity is a part of 
socialization and nurturing. Suppose you were to look at the essentialist as an example 
believing that the white male is more valuable than others. Your corporeal existence 
(including feelings) supersedes your soul and identity with reason.!*? 

Time today is precious to some chasing the capitalistic world & working several 
jobs, hurrying to be with family and friends, society, and having a church life. There is a 
fight to live in the image of God. How much time should be spent with God? As we 
think of the time we abuse, what do our memories say of this? Is this the human being 
God mapped out for us? Our memories reflect our past lives, the good, the bad, and the 
ugly. Being human for God and others can be peaceful or conflicting, with distorted 
feelings of anger, grief, fear, and love. Memories are celebrated in rituals, such as 
communion or attending church regularly. Then we may have memories of traumatic 
events in our human life. What memories do we have of God and Christ and the 
transformation of our human existence? The majority of Christians agree that we were 
created for a Godly purpose which includes other human beings and fulfilling a faithful 
life in Christ.'4° 

Copeland speaks on the Eucharist, the communion ritual of taking on the body 
and blood of Christ. As Copeland moves from the Eucharist to racism, this transition to 
idolatry, social oppression, and poisoning of spiritual growth spoils the spirit.'*! Slavery 
in the United States began with indentured servitude and greed, and around 1640 and 


after a shift to black bodies. Copeland discusses the harsh treatment of slavery and 


138 Ibid. 
139 Ibid. 
M40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid. 


38 


lynching in the south and north.'4” How blacks could not be baptized or receive the 
Eucharist at that time in and later years.'*3 The greed involved in slavery and how 
Christian leadership followed the path of desire over Christ. The slave owners had a 
misconception that they were entitled to own another person or human being because of 
the color of their skin. 

As mentioned earlier, the alterity of God must exist; God must possess this 
otherness to embrace the human being with passion and compassion. The disclosure and 
interruption of human hegemony and power block; created greed. The Body of Christ 
cannot be looked upon as a metaphor; it must be recognized as the actual body of Christ, 
our acceptance in HIM, in God Almighty, and each other as being human within this 
world.!44 

As other religions are looked at from an alterity perspective, we must grow to see 
the sameness in our differences. As we look at God, we search for the differences instead 
of searching for the sameness in our religion and doctrines to bond and have a closer 
relationship with God. This is where freedom rests—knowing and accepting that Christ’s 
body, a sacrifice for us all, is being accepted. We as human beings are putting it into our 
body to become more like HIM, not metaphysically but transitional becoming HIM. 
Part 7: Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Fight 

Adam Clayton Powell Jr. (1908-1,972), one of the country's greatest statesmen, 
was a congressman denied privileges and sanctioned because of his blackness. A 


congressman denied benefits that some congressmen took for granted. Powell saw the 
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need for the legislature to assist the poor and stepped to the forefront to provide whatever 
he could. 

Adam Clayton Powell Jr. was born into privilege in the black community by 
having a father (Adam Clayton Powell Sr, (1865-1953), senior pastor of Abyssinian 
Baptist Church in Harlem, New York. Adam Clayton Sr contributed immensely to Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr’s development and intellect. Adam Jr. as a young man during the late 
1920s had first-hand knowledge of what poverty was as he worked side by side with his 
father to meet the needs of people. The church’s food pantry provided meals for the 
hungry. As the congregants and community faced the challenges of The Great 
Depression; during this time, some whites resorted to committing suicide because of the 
stock market crash. Adam could see the poverty and harsh treatment that colored people 
suffered. Yet, slavery was over, and African Americans suffered even more. 

More importantly, I believe Adam learned of the harsh treatment of African 
Americans and the brainwashing of whites by Caucasians, and the plots to hold the 
coloreds in modern-day slavery by his father (Adam Senior). Senior was born to an 
African Cherokee slave woman and her slave owner. However, his stepfather raised him 
as an ex-slave, who instilled in senior religious beliefs that would later change his life and 
many others. 

Senior as a young man would be called a thug today. Nevertheless, the Lord used 
his past to bring about a great future. Adam senior pastored Abyssinian Baptist Church 
for 29 years, with passion and the word of God and its relationship to that time. 
Abyssinian Baptists established an unemployment relief fund to assist those who were 


losing their jobs, along with a food kitchen. Abyssinian Baptist Bible study also included 
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technical instructions in dressmaking, nursing, business, and sex education classes taught 
by doctors. Church on Sunday was all day with the many services and programs offered. 
Adam senior gave portions of his salary during hard times to keep the programs and 
ministry progressing. The original church, in 1908, was founded because the white 
church they attended was segregated. Seaman and merchants came to the church from 
Ethiopia and were placed in a segregated section.'*° These Ethiopians assisted in 
founding Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York with Reverend Thomas Paul, a Black 
minister from Boston. '*° 

I am sure that Adam Sr. told Adam Jr. of the past misfortunes of the African 
American plight, and their fight for equality and justice, such as: 

Dred and Harriet Scott, in April 1846, filed a lawsuit in St. Louis Circuit Court for 
freedom.!*” This case went back and forth with appeals from both sides, with Dred and 
Harriet Scott losing their last battle in the United States Supreme Court in March of 
1857.'48 The son of the original owner of the Scotts freed Dred, Harriet, and their 
children on May 26, 1857.'*? Dred Scott died on September 17, 1858.'*° The laws of the 
State of Missouri meant nothing, one, that any- person of any color could sue for 
wrongful enslavement and the other that any person taken to a free territory automatically 
became free and could not be re-enslaved upon returning to a slave state. The judicial 
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system upheld neither of these laws.'°! Here judges followed the trend of oppression and 
unrighteousness with the Scott’s instead of the letter of the law, which they were hired 
and paid to follow. 

Congress established Freedmen’s Bureau on March 3, 1865, to assist the newly 
formerly enslaved population in finding relief and becoming self-sufficient. '°? This 
included food, clothing, hospital and refugee camps, schools, legalizing marriages during 
slavery, managing contracts between landowners and freed people, and transportation to 
other states where family members may be living or escaping the south. !°? In addition, 
they assisted black soldiers and sailors in receiving back pay, bounty payments, and 
pensions. '** However, this was short-lived and only lasted for over two years.'°> Here we 
have a program the Freedmen Bureau set in place by the United States Congress to assist 
the slaves out of this injustice, and two years later, the confederacy dismantled the 
program.!°° Here the loser has bragging rights to get still what they want out of congress 
and the people of the United States. 

The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was created (1865) in Tennessee by confederated 
veterans as a private club (paramilitary).'°’ The KKK became a national terrorist 
organization with members in the highest levels of government & business, even into the 
lowest levels of criminal enterprises. Their agenda of disenfranchising black life lives 


today with the Charleston Church shooting of Black Bible study members in the church 
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in 2015 to Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, in, 2017, where the Klan 
marched.'°* The Federal Bureau of Investigation (F.B.L.) June 15, 2021, called domestic 
terrorism the biggest threat to America today.'°? The African American has suffered since 
slavery from domestic terrorism; when will this end? 

The Compromise of 1877 led to the withdrawal of federal troops in the south.'© 
Presidential candidate Republican Rutherford B Hayes won the electoral vote. The 
Democrats made a deal not to debate the election of 1876 if Hayes would withdraw all 
federal troops from the south.'®' The Democratic candidate Samuel B. Tilden won the 
popular vote.!® This withdrawal of troops allowed for the democrats to take control of 
the southern states and end Reconstruction Era laws after slavery.'°? Reconstruction kept 
the federal troops in the south to monitor equality, particularly the 14 and 15" 
Amendments to the Constitution, which gave citizenship and the right to vote with the 
protection of the U.S. Constitution to colored’s.! 

Black Codes were enacted to keep slavery alive with 4 million free former 


slaves.'© During reconstruction, these new laws were designed to arrest, fine, and force 


these former slaves into unpaid labor (servitude).'®° This exploitation and manipulation of 
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colored was to force them into work as sharecroppers or other servitude or go to jail for 
years and work for absolutely nothing.'°’ Many prisoners did not survive a 10-year 
sentence because of the detrimental labor.'°® Colored had minimal choices in the south 
either work as a sharecropper or other slave labor or be leased out to the same farm you 
may have left to work off your sentence. Slavery is still legal to this day within the penal 
system nationwide.!® 

Plessy v. Ferguson, Homer Plessy (1862-1925) refused to sit in the colored 
railroad car.!7° Plessy was colored but claimed that he was seven-eighths Caucasian and 
one-eighth African blood and had the right to sit in the white railroad cars.'7! Plessy was 
arrested, and the case went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, which upheld the 
constitutionality of racial segregation under the Separate but Equal doctrine in 1896.!” 
This case allowed for legal segregation of buses, railway cars, restaurants, hotels, 
theaters, bathrooms, churches, housing, public facilities, services, etc., throughout the 
country.!73 Before this decision, the legislature of the different states used Jim Crow & 


Black Code laws to separate colored from the white populations.'”4 This unjust federal 
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decision legalized the impulsion of Jim Crow laws throughout the country. This federal 
law set a precedent until 1954 in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, 1954 
when it was overturned.'”> 

Part 8: Keep the Faith, Baby! 

Adam graduated from Colgate College, New York State, in 1930 with a degree in 
Biblical Literature.!’° Adam Clayton Powell Sr. had grown the church Membership from 
1,600 in 1908 to 7,000 in 1937 when he turned Abyssinian Baptist Church over to Adam 
Jr.'”7 Where he preached on the social-economic inequality of that time.'”® Adam Jr. 
organized mass meetings, rent strikes, and public campaigns that forced restaurants, 
stores, bus lines, utilities, telephone companies, Harlem hospital, and the 1969 World’s 


Fair to hire and promote Black employees.'”’ These picket lines and boycotts all led to 


more significant opportunities for the coloreds in Harlem.'*° 


In 1941 Powell Jr. was elected as the first African American New York City 
Council member.!®! Adam Clayton Powell Jr. served in the U.S. House of 


Representatives from 1945 to 1971.!8? While in Washington D.C., Powell challenged the 
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informal regulations forbidding Black Representatives from using the Capitol facilities 
reserved for members only.'®? (White members only) 

The Congressman became known as Mr. Civil Rights for not committing federal 
funds to advocates of unequal treatment of African-Americans.'** He attached anti- 
discrimination clauses to bills that became known as the Powell Amendment; during his 
tenure, he passed more than 60 laws in his three terms as chairman. Congressman Powell 
became chairman of the Education and Labor Committee (1961-1967). He immediately 
set to writing bills to advance the poor American population. Rev. Powell helped shape 
the legislature under John F Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson administrations with an 
increase in the minimum wage, education and training for the deaf & handicapped, 
school lunches, vocational training, student loan standards, school employee wages, and 
work hours standards and funding public libraries and many more bills.!*° 

In 1968 the House of Representatives accused Congressman Powell of corruption, 
and he was not allowed to take his seat in the House.'** The supreme court reinstated him 
in 1969. However, he lost re-election in 1970.'*’ Congressman Powell died two years 
later.'88 To my amazement, Congressman Powell was not assassinated as so many great 
Civil Rights icons were. However, the corrupt House of Representatives cited malicious 


intent in assassinating his character and legacy. 
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Below I have a list of a few individuals who lost their lives in the fight for 
equality the A frica-American some are well known while others may not be.!®? This list 
does not minimize any one person’s dedication to the fight for equality. 


e MOORE, Harry 46 and Harriette 49 Assassinated Dec. 25, 1951, educators, pioneer 
leaders of Civil Rights movement, a bomb under their house. 

e LEE, Rev. George, killed May 7, 1955, for leading a voter registration drive in 
Belzoni, Miss. 

e SMITH, Lamar, 63 years old, slain Aug. 13, 1955, for organizing black voters in 
Brookhaven, Miss. 

e TILL, Emmett Louis, 14, slain Aug. 28, 1955, for speaking to a white woman in 
Money, Miss. 

e REESE, John Earl, 16, slain Oct. 22, 1955, by nightriders opposed to black school 
improvements in Mayflower, Tex. 

e EDWARDS, Willie Jr., killed on Jan. 23, 1957, by the Ku Klux Klan in Montgomery, 
Ala. 

e PARKER, Mack Charles, 23, taken from jail and lynched April 25, 1959, in 
Poplarville, Miss. 

e LEE, Herbert, 50, voter registration worker, killed Sept. 25, 1961, by a white 
legislator in Liberty, Miss. 

e DUCKSWORTH, Roman Jr., taken from the bus and killed on April 9, 1962, by the 
police in Taylorsville, Miss. 

e GUICHARD, Paul, a European reporter, was killed Sept. 30, 1962, in a riot at the 
University of Mississippi in Oxford, Miss. 

e MOORE, William Lewis, slain April 23, 1963, in a one-man march against 
segregation in Attalla, Ala. 

e EVERS, Medgar, 28, civil rights leader, assassinated June 12, 1963, in Jackson, Miss. 
COLLINS, Addie Mae, 14, killed Sept. 15, 1963, in the bombing of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. 

e MCNAIR, Denise, 11, killed Sept. 15, 1963, in the Birmingham church bombing. 
ROBERTSON, Carole, 14, was killed Sept. 15, 1963, in the church bombing. 

e WESLEY, Cynthia, 14, killed Sept. 15, 1963, in the church bombing. 

e WARE, Virgil Lamar, 13, killed Sept. 15, 1963, in a wave of racist violence in 
Birmingham, Ala. 
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ALLEN, Louis, witness to the killing of a civil rights worker, assassinated on Jan. 31, 
1964, in Liberty, Miss. 

KLUNDER, Rev. Bruce, killed April 7, 1964, protesting the construction of a 
segregated school in Cleveland. 

DEE, Henry Hezekiah, 19, killed May 2, 1964, by the Klan in Meadville, Miss. 
MOORE, Charles Eddie, 20, killed May 2, 1964, by the Klan in Meadville, Miss. 
CHANEY, James, 21, civil rights worker, abducted and slain June 21, 1964, by the 
Klan in Philadelphia, Miss. 

GOODMAN, Andrew, civil rights worker, abducted and slain June 21, 1964, by the 
Klan in Philadelphia, Miss. 

SCHWERNER, Michael, 24, rights worker, abducted and slain June 21, 1964, by the 
Klan in Philadelphia, Miss. 

PENN, Lemuel, 48, was killed July 11, 1964, by the Klan while driving through 
Colbert, Ga. 

JACKSON, Jimmie Lee, civil rights marcher, killed Feb. 26, 1965, by a state trooper 
in Marion, Ala. 

REEB, Rev. James, march volunteer, beaten to death on March 11, 1965, in Selma, 
Ala. 

X, Malcolm, 39, Assassinated February 21, 1965, at Audubon Ballroom, New York 
City. 

LIUZZO, Viola Gregg, 39, was killed March 25, 1965, by the Ku Klux Klan while 
transporting marchers near Selma, Ala. 

MOORE, Oneal, 34, black deputy, killed June 2, 1965, by nightriders in Varnado, La. 
BREWSTER, Willie Wallace, 38, killed July 18, 1965, by nightriders in Anniston, 
Ala. 

DANIELS, Jonathan, 26, seminary student, killed Aug. 20, 1965, by a part-time 
deputy in Hayneville, Ala. 

YOUNGE, Samuel Jr., a student civil rights worker, was killed on Jan. 3, 1966, ina 
dispute over a whites-only restroom in Tuskegee, Ala. 

DAHMER, Vernon, black community leader, killed Jan. 10, 1966, in a Klan bombing 
in Hattiesburg, Miss. 

WHITE, Ben Chester, 67, killed June 10, 1966, by the Klan in Natchez, Miss. 
TRIGGS, Clarence, slain July 30, 1966, by nightriders in Bogalusa, La. 

JACKSON, Wharlest, 37, civil rights leader, killed Feb. 27, 1967, after promotion to 
"white" job in Natchez, Miss. 

BROWN, Benjamin, 22, civil rights worker, killed May 12, 1967, when the police 
fired on protesters in Jackson, Miss. 
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e HAMMOND, Samuel Jr., 18, killed Feb. 8, 1968, when highway patrolmen fired on 
protesters in Orangeburg, S.C. 

e KING, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Jr., 39, was assassinated in Memphis on April 4, 1968. 

e MIDDLETON, Delano, 17, killed Feb. 8, 1968, in the Orangeburg shootings. 

e SMITH, Henry, student killed Feb. 8, 1968, in the Orangeburg shootings. 

e HAMPTON, Fred, 21, Assassinated December 4, 1969, by Chicago Police 
Department & F.B.I. 

e PRATT, Edwin T., 39, Assassinated on January 26, 1969, outside his home. 

e JORDON, Leon, 65, Assassinated July 15, 1970. 

e X, Melvin (Melvin Bishop Williams), 22, Assassinated June 6, 1970, in a car. 


How can a nation survive when its heroes are publicly assassinated with no 
repercussions? The African American ancestry has constantly been preyed upon by white 
America with very little admonishment and considerable bias. 


Jeremiah 22:13-17, The Message 
13-17T)oom to him who builds palaces but bullies people, who make a fine house 
but destroys lives, 
Who cheats his workers and won’t pay them for their work, 
Who says, ‘I'll build me an elaborate mansion with spacious rooms and fancy 
windows. 
I'll bring in rare and expensive woods and the latest in interior decor.’ 
So, that makes you a king living in a fancy palace? 
Your father got along just fine, didn’t he? 

He did what was right and treated people fairly, And things went well with him. 

He stuck up for the down-and-out, And things went well for Judah. Isn’t this 
what it means to know me?” 

God’s Decree! “But you’re blind and brainless. All you think about is 

yourself, 
Taking advantage of the weak, bulldozing your way, bullying victims.” 


Keep the Faith, Baby! 


49 


CHAPTER IV 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH QUESTION 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH QUESTION 
Can the biblical story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32) relate to the recidivism rates of 
some men of color? As I look at the prodigal son, I see myself as a child knowing God 
but wanting more as I grew. Like the prodigal son, I left home looking for more in what I 
thought was a beautiful world. The world without God, and look where it got me. 
11-12 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger son said 
to his father, “Give me now the part of your property that I am supposed to 
receive someday.’ So the father divided his wealth between his two sons. (Luke 
15:11-12 MSG) 


Introduction 


The Ghetto Prodigal son is a story that many men of color fall into. By that, I 
mean that they fall prey to the temptations of the world, which takes their focus off of the 
one actual creator of everything and places their focus on the creations of man. Black 
men, like everyone, want success in their lives. However, this can be hard to accomplish 


when you are treated differently than others in this country. The black man loses focus on 
the savior of our souls because we cannot touch or see the blessings of life. We take a 
different path, sometimes laced with fantasy which distracts us from what is going on in 
life: 

Growing up in a single-parent home living in poverty, my mother worked three or 
more jobs to take care of my brother and me. She did a great job at caring and providing 


for both of us. She introduced us to the Lord at an early age; however, the fantasy of life 
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grips you and pulls you in another direction away from God and eternity. As I 
interviewed many men about what led them to criminality, two important things always 
came up poverty and fantasy. They may describe different dreams, but they all lead to 
deception. It is not that they do not believe in a God or higher power; the fantasy and 
lack of resources start the journey down the wrong path. 

My older brother (Big M) was caught up in the fantasy of old gangsters. He was a 
psychology major during the end of the Vietnam War. Upon the dissolution of the war, 
he dropped out of college and became the gangster he had read so much about. I can 
recall seeing these books of gangsters all over the apartment. 

My family had been brought up in a Christian home, knowing the church’s pastor 
and His family of that time. Even though Bishop Frazier has passed, he is still known in 
Paterson today. His many accomplishments and fights for equality during the sixty’s and 
beyond are remembered. Bishop Frazier started the process of instilling the Word of God 
into my brother and me. I possess some of Bishop Frazier’s Bibles and literature today. 

13-164 few days later, the younger son gathered up all that he had and left. He 

traveled far away to another country, and there he wasted his money living like a 

fool. After he spent everything he had, there was a terrible famine throughout the 

country. He was hungry and needed money. So he went and got a job with one of 
the people who lived there. The man sent him into the fields to feed pigs. He was 
so hungry that he wanted to eat the food the pigs were eating. But no one gave 
him anything. (Luke 15: 13-16, ERV) 

Part 2: The difference between reality and fantasy is perception! 

My Brother and I did our first sentences together in Federal Prison. The fantasy of 
moving out of poverty into a great life that I took on with my brother. It did have a good 


start, as most dreams do. At one time in my life, I felt like a king in Paterson. I did what I 


wanted, going wherever I wanted to go. I was Living the Life! Then, I can recall looking 
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out over Miami from The Castle Hotel accepting Satan, unrighteousness, evil, turning my 
back to God Almighty; I lost the face of my Father. The God of my mother and her 
saying, “I am walking with the King.” To wake up one day in prison again, wondering 
how I got into this mess. As a black man, you cannot continuously commit crimes and 
not go to jail. To later end up with a choice of a trial and the death penalty if convicted or 
accepting life in prison (25 years) as a plea agreement in Florida was my choice. 

Our parents nurture the spirit of the Lord within each of us. However, living in 
poverty and wanting out of this cycle of life leads us astray. Our inheritance is given 
freely by God. Our DNA calls us to follow a higher power. The poverty of life that wears 
you down, we as black men cannot see beyond our wants. 

Like the prodigal son living in a world of famine, even though we lived better 
than most, I can recall being hungry to leave the world my mother worked so hard to 
provide for us. Yet I could not see the joy and love which paved my mother’s path 
through her daily hard work. 

The famine in my life was being black and lack of opportunity, to which some 
would say that we are all afforded the same opportunity. Pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps. As I look back at my youth in Paterson, I feel that the opportunity was not 
there. There was no motivation to follow the life I wanted (fantasy.) I could not see 
myself obtaining it in that way. However, prison and recidivism were waiting, created by 
a plot set in place hundreds of years prior. There has always been slavery since the 
beginning of time, but the harshness of slavery in America could only be compared to the 


slavery of the Hebrews by the Egyptians. (Book of Exodus) 
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I can recall an interview with J.B., whose famine came from his father; he grew 
up in a household with two parents. However, having two parents and the father being 
abusive is not healthy. J.B.’s father telling him that “he wasn’t shit and would never be 
shit” was the deprivation that led to him using heroin from age 12 to 47. J.B. was self- 
medicating on heroin every day; he was not in jail or prison. Constant recidivism does not 
understand what God has for him until he wakes up and decides to follow this Bible one 
day. He says He had tried everything else. An evolution in mind, body, and spirit, the 
growth exceptional. 

Mental illness is a big issue in recidivism, with many types of famine affecting 
many individuals in so many different ways. As in the prodigal son, why would someone 
suffer as he had to work in pig slop? He was probably raised in a Jewish household 
knowing that he should not be eating with pigs; however, the need to survive 
overwhelmed his basic instincts of logic and spiritual awareness. 


14-16 “At the bottom of the mountain, they were met by a crowd of waiting people. 


As they approached, a man came out of the crowd and fell to his knees begging, 
“Master, have mercy on my son. He goes out of his mind and suffers terribly, 
falling into seizures. Frequently he is pitched into the fire, other times into the 
river. I brought him to your disciples, but they could do nothing for him.” 
(Matthew 17:14-16 MSG) 

We must understand that sometimes men are trapped in a cycle of evil; it could be 
mental or spiritual warfare or even a combination of both. Asking a psychiatrist to assist 
in spiritual warfare may not help the person. Or to ask the pastor to pray or exorcist for 
the young man who has schizophrenia may not help that person. I am not saying that God 
cannot help him, but maybe it is not his time for relief. Sometimes, people might suffer 


before seeking assistance and following the needed disciplines to conquer their issues. 


(The Legion of demons, Mark 5:9) 
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17-20 “That brought him to his senses. He said, ‘All those farmhands working for 
my father sit down to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. I’m 
going back to my father. I’ll say to him, Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve 
sinned before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son. Take me on as a hired 
hand.’ He got right up and went home to his father. 

(Luke 15: 17-20 MSG) 


Doubt is a feeling of uncertainty about the truth, reality, or nature of something.'”° 
This is a significant problem; doubt destroys dreams. Doubt builds on false fantasies, not 
allowing for truthful comparisons of life. Employing doubt, there can be no change. 
Ambivalence stops the man in his tracks, wondering which path to take, the narrow or 
wide. Ambivalence is the coexistence within an individual of positive and negative 
feelings towards the same person, object, or action, simultaneously drawing him or her in 
opposite directions.!?' Many lost souls want to get up and move and cannot. They do not 
have the aptitude for drastic change. 

It would seem simple to leave the hog pen; however, stepping up and out takes 
courage, which may not be developed in some. Living the good Christian way is hard, 
complicated for some, and difficult for those living in ambivalence. Because once doubt 
rules and grows, it materializes fear. God says, “Fear Not.” But for the formerly 
incarcerated, you need more than a saying. You need action and the past interpreted and 
brought back to life to show how God has been walking with you and trying to lead you. 
You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink. 


The cycle of poverty and the trap that lies within it. Many cannot pull themselves 


out of the poverty trap; this is not only financial but also mental, social, and 


190 Dictionary.com “doubt” 
191 Dictionary.com “ambivalence” 
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environmental. This is truly the definition of famine today in America that no one cares 
about. 


“Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. It 
means a lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. It means not 
having enough to feed and clothe a family, not having a school or clinic to go to, 
not having access to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness and exclusion of 
individuals, households and communities. It means susceptibility to violence, and 
it often implies living on marginal or fragile environments without access to clean 
water or sanitation. !?” 


This is the definition of poverty that I use; it states the reasoning behind the 
entrapment. What moved my mother out of this cycle of poverty was that she asked the 
county sheriff for a job in the late 1970s, and he hired her per diem. It was this act of God 
that pushed her to another level. She was always a hard worker, and it continued until she 
died in 2002. 

So many of these broken souls will decide to stay in the hog pen. That is why 
recidivism creates a will to stay in the hog pen. I wouldn’t say I like this hog pen, but I 
can survive here. They are placed in debt and fed slop and told this is life; this is what 
you were created for. Living in doubt is hard to change when all they see and feel is 
unnatural fantasy. 

20-24 «While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him coming and felt 

sorry for him. So he ran to him and hugged and kissed him. The son said, ‘Father, 

I have sinned against God and have done wrong to you. I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son.’ 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Hurry! Bring the best clothes and put them 

on him. Also, put a ring on his finger and good sandals on his feet. And bring our 

best calf and kill it so that we can celebrate with plenty to eat. My son was dead, 


but now he is alive again! He was lost, but now he is found!’ So they began to 
have a party. (Luke 15: 21-24 ERV) 


122 John S. Watson, Institute for Public Policy of Thomas Edison State University, Cost of Poverty: The 
Perpetuating Cycle of Concentrated Poverty in New Jersey Cities, Anti-Poverty Network of New Jersey. 
(2016, Pg.9) 
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The Father is always watching. He is hoping that you come to your senses and 
wake up. We have been granted several gifts at birth, one being free will. The Almighty 
gives us a choice to decide what we want for our lives. The Almighty loves you; you are 
HIS child. However, He cannot force you into service. Your commitment is totally up to 
you. God has forgotten all of your past. You are a new creature in Christ and God’s eye if 
you will confess your sins and accept this free-will offering of salvation to you. John 3:17 
Jesus says he did not come to condemn you, but to save you from an unnatural life. You 
must now face the world and be a part of this world but not of this world. 

25-32 “The older son had been out in the field. When he came near the house, he 

heard the sound of music and dancing. So, he called to one of the servant boys and 

asked, ‘What does all this mean?’ The boy said, ‘Your brother has come back, 
and your father killed the best calf to eat. He is happy because he has his son back 
safe and sound.’ 

“The older son was angry and would not go into the party. So his father went out 

and begged him to come in. But he said to his father, “Look, for all these years I 

have worked like a slave for you. I have always done what you told me to do, and 

you never gave me even a young goat for a party with my friends. But then this 
son of yours comes home after wasting your money on prostitutes, and you kill 
the best calf for him!’ 

“His father said to him, ‘Oh, my son, you are always with me, and everything I 

have is yours. But this was a day to be happy and celebrate. Your brother was 

dead, but now he is alive. He was lost, but now he is found.’” 

How often do we run across haters in life? They can’t see this miraculous change 
in you. You can feel God’s Spirit; why can’t they see the change. There are times when 
the good can only see wrong in their brothers, sisters, and friends. Our brothers have laid 
in the slop for so long that our family cannot see them leaving this lifestyle. I can recall 
hearing that my family members were betting on how long it would be before returning 
to a life of crime. 


Some families wait for their sons to be released to go back to the block and crime. 


The family is in poverty and has no idea how to overcome this disease in the ghettos of 
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America. They live in the same neighborhoods from generation to generation until his 
next arrest and incarceration. Where is the help to assist people? The churches are 
uncaring for these men returning from prison unless they pay tithes and make offerings. 
The poor do not like church because of how they are treated. The non-profit 
organizations want to tell them how to live without support or funding. 

We have pastors that want nothing to do with the reentry population. They are 
afraid of God’s children. The big brother of the prodigal son can’t see the good in people, 
can’t see the need for the Lord in their lives. 

Part 3: Where is the Love? 
Reconciliation with God is: 
Romans 5:6-11 NRSV 


6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. *But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us. >Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, 
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. » For if while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, 
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his 

life. «But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 


Reconciliation with God is much simpler than that with man. The lost one has 
returned home and become the new one, and Dad is glad, no, overjoyed to see that he has 
returned to the flock (God’s family.) Yet, the person (new one) returning from prison, 
having hope in his heart for Jesus, has to battle so many obstacles to live a decent life. 

Where is the love? Man has put so many restrictions, fees, fines, etc., that the lost 
one can’t acclimate to this new free environment. The new one starts to think more about 
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destroying life than building on life. Man and the created system beat the new one down 
slowly with his past misfortunes and misdeeds, mental illness, substances, sex, 
unemployment, eating slop from a pigpen, you will never be any good. A system of debt 
and destruction does not want the new one to succeed in life and will do whatever to keep 
the new one in a lost state of mind. What happened to the love of Jesus? 

Big M, my brother, became a deacon in Southern State Prison. He was released 
before me and joined the Assembly Holy House of Prayer. Upon my release, I went home 
to the Assembly Holy House of Prayer and was ordained while still in the halfway house. 
My pastor, Bishop Joseph T. Robinson Sr., could see the change in me and accelerated 
my offices within the church. Upon installation into EverLasting Life Foundation 
Ministry, my deacon (Big M) assisted in all church matters. In the beginning, I started 
living his fantasy; he switched, found the Lord in prison, reconciled with HIM, and 
became a part of my reality. 

The Ist Testament scriptures say: 


Deuteronomy 15, The Message 

15 '* At the end of every seventh year, cancel all debts. This is the procedure: 
Everyone who has lent money to a neighbor writes it off. You must not press your 
neighbor or his brother for payment: All-Debts-Are-Canceled—God says so. You 
may collect payment from foreigners, but whatever you have lent to your fellow 
Israelite you must write off. 

4-6 There must be no poor people among you because God is going to bless you 
lavishly in this land that God, your God, is giving you as an inheritance, your very 
own land. But only if you listen obediently to the Voice of God, your God, 
diligently observing every commandment that I command you today. Oh yes— 
God, your God, will bless you just as he promised. You will lend to many nations 
but won’t borrow from any; you'll rule over many nations, but none will rule over 
you. 

™ When you happen on someone who’s in trouble or needs help among your 
people with whom you live in this land that God, your God, is giving you, don’t 
look the other way pretending you don’t see him. Don’t keep a tight grip on your 
purse. No. Look at him, open your purse, lend whatever and as much as he needs. 
Don’t count the cost. Don’t listen to that selfish voice saying, “It’s almost the 
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seventh year, the year of All-Debts-Are-Canceled,” and turn aside and leave your 
needy neighbor in the lurch, refusing to help him. He’ll call God’s attention to 
you and your blatant sin. 

10-11 Give freely and spontaneously. Don’t have a stingy heart. The way you 
handle matters like this triggers God, your God’s, blessing in everything you do, 
all your work and ventures. There are always going to be poor and needy people 
among you. So I command you: Always be generous, open purse and hands, give 
to your neighbors in trouble, your poor and hurting neighbors. 

12-15 Tf a Hebrew man or Hebrew woman was sold to you and has served you for 
six years, in the seventh year you must set him or her free, released into a free life. 
And when you set them free don’t send them off empty-handed. Provide them 
with some animals, plenty of bread and wine and oil. Load them with provisions 
from all the blessings with which God, your God, has blessed you. Don’t for a 
minute forget that you were once slaves in Egypt and God, your God, redeemed 
you from that slave world. 

For that reason, this day I command you to do this. 

16-17 But if your slave, because he loves you and your family and has a good life 
with you, says, “I don’t want to leave you,” then take an awl and pierce through 
his earlobe into the doorpost, marking him as your slave forever. Do the same 
with your women slaves who want to stay with you. 

18 Don’t consider this an unreasonable hardship, this setting your slave free. After 
all, he’s worked six years for you at half the cost of a hired hand. 

Believe me, God, your God, will bless you in everything you do. 


Here the Almighty asks us to forgive the debt of our brothers and sisters after 
seven years. We have a country built on Christianity and Biblical principles; however, the 
forgiveness of debt was forgotten to a people (Black’s) required to become Christians. 
The value of forgiveness was not adopted by a government built on God’s principles. The 
people suffer to this day with debt. As long as a person has debt, they can never be free. 
As with the prodigal son, the government will never forgive the black man for leaving the 
FATHER to pursue his own aspirations. The government is genuinely the hater or brother 
complaining about always being faithful to the FATHER. The returning son gets 
rewarded for running into the world, discovering his wrongs later, and way back. 

Here we have a government set up to punish the offender. Yet if the offender is 


Black, he is punished more harshly than any other race. There is no excuse or reason for 
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the harsher punishment. While incarcerated, there is no rehabilitation or therapy for the 
offender. Upon release, the offender is hounded by parole officers to pay fines. While the 
newly released has no job. And sometimes, no high school diploma after serving six 
years is the average sentence. Parole demands fines and restitution be paid while the 
newly released in unemployed. Parole will violate the newly released for the slightest 
infraction. Parole will send you to reentry programs, drug programs wild goose chases 
but will not allow you to miss one of these meetings to go to a job fair or pop-up 
interview. It is this foolishness the prodigal son must and will go through. It is this 
oppression that the brother cannot embrace because he does not understand empathy, 
along with our created government. 

The prodigal son’s job is now to hold on to God in a world that says He exists but 
will not show you the love that God showed them. The prodigal son will live a hard life. 
But he can survive it if he can have empathy for those who still persecute him after 
serving his time, as Jesus had compassion for this world that crucified HIM. Forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. 

Part 4: What Happened to the Love of Jesus? 

To lose the face of your Father is to lose sight of God and the teachings of Jesus. 
Not seeing God but believing in Him and His Way can be dangerous. As with myself, I 
went after a fantasy. The government built on Godly principles losses sight of God and 
compassion, kindness, love, and looks to rules, standards, and law. Jesus sacrificed on the 
cross disemboweled the laws of punishment for his children to follow this new way of 
life. The pastor who cannot see beyond the convict’s past crimes and cannot see Jesus in 


the young man has lost the face of God his Father. How can any person say they love the 
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Lord but has no love in their heart for their brother and sister in Christ? Jesus says to pray 
for your enemy. (Luke 6:27) Reach across the aisle and love someone regardless of race, 
color, gender, religion, or political affiliation. The prodigal son’s brother lost the love of 
God and his father; forgiveness was lost. To look at God, you must see redemption; that 


is what this life is all about, sitting at the table with the HOLY ONE & EverLasting Life. 


Part 5: A Mentor 
Theology of Leadership 


Introduction 

Leadership in 2020 will be something that will be analyzed and researched for 
many years. With this being the year of the Covid-19, Corona Virus, and the presidential 
election, this year will live in notoriety. Let me state at the beginning that I believe Jesus 
the Christ to be the ultimate teacher, leader, and mentor. To be a great teacher, one must 
possess leadership and mentoring characteristics to enhance their teaching abilities. As 
Jesus is considered the greatest teacher of all times, he could lead through teaching and 
understandable work and mentor through being the most outstanding example of a child 
of God. As we look at leadership and mentoring from a ministry perspective, let us not 
forget that many ministries have different DNA as people. 
Leadership 

If we are to consider Jesus the Christ as our great leader in this way called 
Christianity, then the New Testament or 2"! Testament would be our go-to book on 
survival in this world today. It is the ultimate book on leadership and mentoring, as Jesus 


had more than 12 disciples!”°, but it is the 12 disciples that are the main force of his 
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mentorship. As these 12 minuses, Judas Iscariot!*4 


, with the injection of the Holy Spirit in 
Acts, increased the team tremendously, leading to a worldwide explosion in Christianity. 
The mentees became mentors; the students became teachers; the followers became 
leaders. We all should be searching for this moment, this inoculation of the Holy Spirit, 
and the student becomes the master. Hallelujah! 

Definition of Leadership, 

Defining leadership is not easy, with over 65 different classifications and the 
possible dimensions of leadership in the past 50 years.'®° Is the focus of leadership a 
group choice or an act to bring about change? I will use “the process whereby an 
individual influences a group of individuals to achieve a common goal.”!*° This is a 
transactional event that occurs between the leader and his followers. This type of 
leadership is a two-way interaction between leader and followers. The leader must be 
able to influence their followers or groups. They must have a goal or purpose. The leader 
directs the groups in the necessary steps for achieving the primary goals. 

Assigned leadership is someone occupying a position in an organization or 
business, manager, director, administrator, etc., emergent leadership is a follower, but the 
group can see the leadership qualities within the emerging leader. Let’s also state that 
power is considered an influencer, power can be used to influence positively by achieving 
your goals, or it can be used to coerce your group with force to follow you or reach a 


goal. 
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Inc magazines article on leadership used Jesus as the example. As one of the most 
influential magazines today states, “great leaders lead from the inside out” Jesus focused 
on personal leadership first, with the core of his character being integrity; without 
integrity, no one will follow you, and thus you are not leading.'°’ Leadership skills will 
only take you as far as your character will allow. ‘Jesus had a pure heart and unfailing 
Character.”!°* Second, great leaders are great storytellers. °° The parables Jesus told were 
explained and open to your life as an example. Third, great leaders are great servants; 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet before his death.*”° Leadership is about others, not about 
you. Lastly, great leaders balance conviction with compassion; Jesus held on to solid 
beliefs and values while showing compassion to others who did not share these 
convictions. 


For God did not send the Son into the world to judge and condemn the 
world [that is, to initiate the final judgment of the world], but that the world might 
be saved through Him. John 3:16-17, AMP. 


Today, great leaders are transparent about their values and expectations while 
being sensitive to the employee. 
Authentic Leadership 

Let us start with the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 587 B.C.E. and its 
ideology that held the people of that time captive for so many years. The people began to 
worship the temple more than its creator. The temple became a place to make money, and 


the tradition of worship became distracting during the following rule of man over 
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worship and prayer. As with the temple, the world trade center (9/11) was idealized as the 
symbol of world trade though-out the world. Which was destroyed in a terrorist attack on 
9/11. 

Ideology 

Both events devastated their people to psychological trauma even if they did not 
witness them. I can personally relate to the change in people after the world trade center 
bombing. Not only were people in New York affected but throughout the country. Some 
had to attend counseling for assistance in handling the reality of this event. 

As we look at God’s leadership, HE, God is referred to as YHWH and selected to 
make Abraham and his seed the chosen receivers of the covenant of the flesh. The 
following covenant was made at Sinai with a mixed multitude. This is the covenant of the 
law. 


For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord, your God, has 
chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his 
treasured possession. Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2 


At this time, everyone was on one accord in the following of YHWH and the law 
and being of the seed of Abraham, whether biologically or adopted”°!. This break in the 
worship of YHWH and move to new traditions by man and the elitist of that time to 
move the people out of love for YHWH and into a love of ideology, of what a temple is 


assumed to stand for. The framing of a society without reference to its legitimacy or 


Ye 


distorting its function. (Ricoeur)~ Or in false consciousness to misconstrue reality to 
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serve a particular interest. (Marx)*™ The true intention of love of YHWH is manipulated, 
as Marx would say, and changed to misconstrue reality. The leaders of that time were 
self-indulgent, prideful, and arrogant and felt that they were not accountable to anyone 
for anything. The leads have no love for YHWH or their neighbors. Does that sound and 
look familiar when we look at the world today? As Marx and Ricoeur stated previously, 
the distorting reality in society for personal (elitist) gain.?™ 

If you were to look at slavery in the 1860s with President Lincoln, there is no way 
this cruel injustice could be considered the will of God. The Asian was called inferior and 
in need of administrative guidance in their national life as the Philippian Island and 
territories became U.S. Territories. As we look at the Trade Center bombing (9/11), the 
leaders call it an attack against democracy and freedom. While in reality, the pursuit of 
natural resources and market places encroach on the lives of other nations and cultures. 
There is no talk of the love of God but the love of a nation. America’s exceptionalism of 
believing that the country is God since they have not seen YHWH. The leaders invoke 
God’s name on every occasion, but their hearts are far from HIM. 

This distorted reality of today with the people idealized aligning with 
monopolized wealth, racism, military adventurism, unsustainable affluence, and God- 
given destiny to rule over others. The leaders of Israel distorted reality to the people of 
that time with the same tools and for the same reasons. This distorting of fact is evil. It 
does not matter where or on that timeline it may be; evil is evil. Let us now look at 


leadership and what we should look for in a leader. 
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Leadership 

If we were to look at authentic leadership at this point, we should ask what it is. If 
you were to look back to 1900, leadership did not have the many definitions as today.”° 
Still, an example from that time reads, “the ability to impress the leader’s will on those 
followers and induce obedience, respect, loyalty, and cooperation.””°° An authentic leader 
today is considered a genuine and trustworthy person.””” 

After reading of ideology and reality, I would not place the leaders’ priests 
(Sanhedrin, Pharisees, Sadducees) of the Jerusalem temple as authentic leaders. The 
9/1 lincidient rates New York Mayor Giuliani and President Bush as great leaders after 
that event. Authentic leadership characteristics are purpose & passion, values & behavior, 
heart & compassion, self-discipline & consistency, and relationships & connectedness.7°% 

Isaiah 30:25-26, KJV 

5 There will be on every high mountain and on every high hill Rivers and streams 

of waters, In the day of the great slaughter, 

When the towers fall. 

26 Moreover the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, 

And the light of the sun will be sevenfold, As the light of seven days, In the day 

that the Lord binds up the bruise of His people and heals the stroke of their 

wound. 

Purpose, \ believe they felt it was a job, and this job could make me look good in 
this horrific time of trouble. Values, they did not want to look bad to the public; they 
played to American values of freedom and democracy. This was the one time the country 


came together, and there could have been significant changes made to the United States 


dealing with racism & gender issues, etc. Heart, I believe there was something there for 
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the lives lost; how could anyone not be disturbed by the 2,977 lives lost. Self-discipline, 
regular updates on the state of investigation and cleanup, but was it a show to look good 
in the public eye. Relationship, did they have a relationship with the public, 60/40 in their 
favor; I believe it was a show for the people and not about their loss. There were 6,000 
people injured and countless lives still being lost today. However, first responders have to 
go to congress and fight for money to save their lives from cancer and other health issues 
due to 9/11. 
Denial 

Americans’ public denial of this government’s exceptionalism, economic 
domination, control of international markets, the proliferation of natural resources and 
weapons of mass destruction, military hegemony, and none stop racism towards blacks 
and others of color. This denial has been in place since slavery, never talking of racism 
because to start the conversation would be unpatriotic. This patriotism the United States 
has going is quick to label you unpatriotic even when there is no accountability for 
justice, righteousness, and most importantly, God. As the Hebrews grieved the burning of 
their temple in the past, it must happen today in this time. There were false prophets that 
said God would protect them from such warfare as these false prophets profited and did 
not want to lose their commissions and good standings. As we look at life today, the 
denial is here. The grief is coming but will it awaken the lost souls of denial. 

Authentic leaders must speak against these false prophets, government 
wrongdoing, and injustice. To stand on the word of God is all that an authentic leader has 
and needs. We pray for God’s movement, but we should be settled in on the realness of 


ourselves and God. Who was ever more real than Jesus? 
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Transformational Leadership 


Transformational leadership is the process whereby a person engages with others 
and creates a connection that raises the level of motivation and morality in both the leader 
and the follower, and the community. 

I would rate President Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) as one of the most 
outstanding transformational leaders. In addition, he would qualify as having charisma; 
he was very articulate, his ideological goals with strong moral overtones.’ Mandela had 
high expectations from his followers; he had faith that his followers would meet his 
expectations. Mandela went to college and received a law degree, and he used his 
intellect and communication skills to move his people forward.”!° 

A pastor or leader without the ability to move his congregation forward in some 
way is not fulfilling their title. A leader without a transactional appeal will lose their 
follower when most needed.”!! A pastor or leader without transactional or transformation 
appeal may be considered pseudo-transformational.”!? Pseudo-transformational 
leadership is crooked, self-consumed, exploitive, power-oriented, and warped moral 
values.”!> I would use President Trump as an example of pseudo-transformational 
leadership. 

If we were to compare President Trump and President Mandela, they would be at 
opposites ends of the spectrum. President Trump demands loyalty from individuals 
regardless of morals and ethics. At the same time, Mandela wants emotional involvement 


from his followers. In addition, Mandela had a solid ethical code; when imprisoned, he 


209 EncyclopediaBritannica, s.v. ”Nelson Mandela.” 

210 Ibid. 

211 Peter Northhouse, Leadership: Theory and Practice. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publication. 1997. 
212 Ibid. 

213 Ibid. 


68 


refused release if he had to give up his fight for the freedom of his people.”!* Mandela’s 
moral code was vital to doing 27 years in prison. Later, after release, his wife Winnie 
(1936-2018) was accused of killing two men while Mandela was incarcerated. The reason 
did not matter to Mandela;?!* “We don’t kill our brothers and sisters’ period;” they 
divorced later. Mandela would later become president of South Africa on May 10, 
1994.71 

When dealing with congregations and communities, morals and ethics are very 
important. When mentoring, the mentee will always look to the mentor’s ethical and 
moral challenges to reflect his trust in the mentor. The mentee will always look toward 
the mentor for ethical decision-making, and the mentee has the right to challenge the 
mentor over unethical decisions or questionable ones. I believe a mentor should ask for 
and expect honesty from their mentees. Also, the mentee cannot become overdependent 
on the mentor, expecting the mentor to be the savior of their world. That may be over 
exaggerating, but sometimes the community expects the world from their leader, and they 
are not participating in the situation to their fullest. 

The prophet Elisha?!’ and how he lost one of his mentees, Gehazi*'’, to the enemy 
(greed.) Gehazi was later struck with the same disease that Naaman was healed from. 
Then we can look at Jesus and his betrayer Judas Iscariot (desire.) Jesus knew of this, but 


he had to give him the opportunity to change. As I believe Elisha knew of Gehazi’s 
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betrayal, but the leader must have faith in their mentees to a degree; the mentee just can’t 
be written off. However, the Bible does say that they can be tested.”!? 

The leader must be transformational. He or she must learn to mentor with 
strength, compassion, and love. There will be tests on the mentor and mentee, but our 


character development will get us through these times and more to come. 


Mentoring For God 


Here we are, slaves to this day — slaves in the land that you gave to our 
ancestors to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts. Its rich yield goes to the kings whom 
you have set over us because of our sins; they have power also over our bodies 
and over our livestock at their pleasure, and we are in great distress. 

(Nehemiah 9:36-37) 

As a leader, you should know your place in life. This place should be one of 
humanity if you follow the one true God, YHWH. As with the destruction of Jerusalem 
and captivity by the Babylonians, the Hebrew’s despair was apparent since God’s 
prophets prophesied this. However, the Hebrew leaders did not listen to God’s true 
prophets but were led by man’s understanding, which did not allow godly wisdom. The 
despair suffered by Israel while moving into captivity was difficult for the people to 
understand because they believed in their leaders of that time. 

Today, America and the world suffer from not having authentic godly leadership. 
They can-not decipher who is telling the truth and who is a false prophet. Brueggemann 
says the enlightenment rationality of today has the leadership moving the people into 


individuality with false hopes. To believe in something other than God, believing in your 


government, your president, prime minister, C.E.O., and even the false prophets 


719 Bible 1 Timothy 3:10 


70 


(evangelicals) are in on it. As with the captivity of Israel, the false prophets told the 
people God would not let HIS people go into captivity. Today, the false prophets say to 
the world; I will not let you go into captivity. In reality, your life is in captivity with the 
stress of providing for your family, the struggle to stay out of debt, the need for better 
health care for the family, and the woman’s right to choose. This privatism has taken the 
world toward self-love, without love for your fellow man or woman. ?”° The reality of 
being awakened to captivity was devastating to the Hebrews in their captivity. The public 
today lives in a world that they do not know. They follow the ways of man and do not 
have time for the words of God. They are captivated by Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, 
and Tik-Tok, living in a false world of fake news, leaning on their own understanding 
more than the word of God. Instead of seeking wisdom and instruction as in the first few 
chapters of Proverbs. 

Living amid empire and neighbor is so realistic today, as we look at the church 
and the political policies that use the church to their benefit. How politicians show up at 
food pantries to help feed the poor but will not enact legislature for affordable health 
care. Politicians will come to your church with a plan of loving thy neighbor, but in 
reality, their hearts are far from the Lord. The church today protects priests of the catholic 
church for years of abuse. The reformed churches abuse their flocks, allowing pastors, 
deacons, and staff taking advantage of members in need. Abuse is abuse, whether done 
by Politicians or the church with the corruption of the administration. The empire loves to 
assist the organization that plays the game with them, which is also corruption but on a 
different scale. How do we live among the corruption and turmoil of this life as Jesus did, 
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who came before us to show us that it is possible? Yes, life can be challenging, but Jesus 
leads us. Life today is not much different than HIS time. Today, the world’s ways distract 
you from the reality of the true God. Instead of praying in the morning, the world checks 
its Facebook page; instead of spiritual meditation during the day, the world post on 
Instagram; instead of praying on the way home from work, they tweet about conspiracy 
theories. The forefathers would go to church after the congressional session in New 
York. Today they go to their offices or bars to drink alcohol and make plans of 
overthrowing governments for their natural resources. The Evil Empire does exist; the 
only true kingdom the world should be looking at is that of Jesus’ return and rule. When 
shall we find peace and affordable health care? 

As Jesus opened the path for mentoring, I now open it. Today we have leaders 
whose interests are different than our own. With mentoring, the mentor has the same 
interest as the mentee, and both are open to improvement on their journeys. The Apostle 
Paul in Romans says that sometimes he does the right thing for the wrong reason; 
admitting your faults is one of the essential things to mentoring someone. The mentor 
knows of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, because of the miracles within 
their life. Father Schmemann says the ride starts with a miracle.””! The belief in the 
almighty starts the journey, with the confirming miracles as evidence of the almighty and 
being on the right track. As part of the mentoring teaching process, one must unlearn 
some things. The apprentice must learn to grow and let things of the past go; while 


looking to the mentor for instruction, inspiration, and knowledge. 
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It is the mentor’s duty to pass all knowledge to the mentee, not holding back 
anything. Today, the world teaches you don’t give all your knowledge away. This reality 
makes the preaching mentor a great preacher, teacher, and mentor. One must show the 
apprentice the whole picture, not part of it. This lack of training is the cause of false 
prophets and the community being led astray. Elisha was inspired to be more than Elijah. 
However, Gehazi, who was of Elisha’s school of prophets, lacked a character treat. (2 
Kings 5: 20) Through this mentoring of some, they will not recognize the ways of God. 
Their personal wants will supersede their needs. These apprentices lacking the character 
to move forward in the spirit will decide to follow the empire for the material aspects of 
life. It is the true mentor of God to move forward in the spirit regardless of the 
embarrassment of Gehazi or any other embarrassments. As mentors, we cannot control 
everything in life. Nevertheless, we are chosen to move people forward, some easily, 
others with difficulty, and still others that will not make the cut. However, as men and 
women of God, we must preach, teach, and mentor until the end. 


Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 
serve... but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15 


LEADERSHIP: SERVANT 


My interpretation of Greenleaf’s definition of servant leadership is that “servant 
leadership begins with the natural feeling that one wants to serve first.”””” First, to ensure 
that other people’s highest priority needs are being served, with the test being; do those 
served grow as a person, do they become healthier, wiser, more accessible, more 


autonomous, and more likely to become servants.”””? Whether mentoring, pastoring, 
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preaching, or business, leadership should be performed from a servant position. People 


follow great leaders because they can find something of themselves in the leader. Here is 


a list of 10 identifiers that Spears uses that model the servant leader. *”4 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


Listening; communication is essential; listening to the follower in need and trying 
to understand what they are saying and not your interpretation of the need. 
Empathy; looking at the world from the follower’s point of view and feeling how 
they may feel, validating the follower’s need. 

Healing; to heal means to make whole. In helping your follower become whole, 
you, the leader, are also healed. Servant leader cares for their followers. 
Awareness; the leader can step aside and view themselves and their perspectives 
in the greater context of the situation. The leader Is acutely attuned and receptive 
to their physical, social, and political environments. 

Persuasion; is clear and persistent communication that convinces others to 
change. Coercion, which comes from a positioning force, is inappropriate for the 
nonjudgmental leader. 

Conceptualization; refers to seeing the big picture, with the ability to be a 
visionary for the organization. The leader must see the short- and long-term goals 
and can weave through the intricacies of the church, community, government, and 


social environment to accomplish the goals. 


2241 C. Spears. Tracing the Past, present, and future of servant-leadership, In L.C. Spears & M. Lawrence 
(Eds.), Focus on Leadership: servant-leadership for the 21° century (pp. 1-16). New York, NY: Wiley. 


(2002). 
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7) Foresight; encompasses a servant leaders’ ability to know the future (be 
prophetic). To be prophetic and have knowledge of the present and past to assist 
in future predictions. 

8) Stewardship; is about taking responsibility for the leadership role entrusted to the 
leader—the duty to manage the people and organization to better society. 

9) Commitment to the growth of people; each follower must be treated as a unique 
individual whose value is not based on tangible contributions to the organization. 

10) Building community; servant leaders build communities where the people feel safe 
and connected to others. Where the people’s shared interests can be pursued yet, 
still express their individuality. 

While other theologians may have other characteristic traits of servant leadership, 
such as displaying authenticity, humility, wisdom, agape love, responsible morality, and 
forgiveness.” The servant-leader cannot view their leadership style as competitive 
towards another leader or organization. The leader must stand on their ethical code, not 
differentiating for competitiveness or other reasons (money.) 

ADAPTIVE LEADERSHIP 

Adaptive leadership encourages its followers, organization, and community to 
adapt to problems, challenges, changes, and changing environments. Adaptive leaders 
challenge their people to face life’s difficulties, providing them with the needed support 
to learn ways of dealing with change in beliefs, attitudes, perceptions, behaviors, and 
problems. Sometimes the adaptive leader must assist others in changing their values to 


meet their needs with encouragement. 
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To look at a form of adaption, as Heifetz has stated, 1) from a systems 
perspective, the many problems people face are a complex web of interactive systems. 
These systems can evolve with other systems connected to the web of systems. 2) 
Biological perspective recognizes that individuals develop and evolve by adapting to 
their internal cues and external environments. 3)In-service orientation, the leader uses 
their expertise or authority to serve the people by diagnosing their problems and assisting 
them in finding a solution. 4) psychotherapy perspective, leaders understand that people 
need a supportive environment and adapt successfully when they face complex problems 
directly, learning to identify between fantasy, reality, internal conflicts, and adjusting to 


their behavior.?”° 


25 R.A. Heifetz. Leadership without easy answers. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press. (1994). 
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CHAPTER V 
SOCIAL-ECONOMIC RESEARCH QUESTION 


Social-Economic Research Question 

Do the church and community understand the process behind recidivism and its 
history of induced poverty? The community recognizes these men of color going in and 
out of jail, but do they understand the sentencing process? The African American 
community has always been discriminated against, and the community looks at this 
discrimination as a part of life. Are the black men returning to prison also looked at as 
just a part of life in the African American community? 
Introduction 

I contracted Covid-19 at the end of March 2020. During this time, I first started to 
feel bad and started to take on the symptoms of Covid-19. I went to my doctor, who gave 
me a prescription to take a Covid test. Before taking the test, I went to the emergency 
room at Hackensack University Medical Center in Hackensack, New Jersey. I do have 
private insurance. I was never admitted or taken into an emergency room. A few doctors 
saw me in the hallway. I was later released and told to visit my private doctor. Private 
doctors knew little about treating Covid-19 at this time. The next day I went and took the 
Covid-19 test my doctor prescribed. However, it took three days to get a result on your 
test during this time. I was admitted into Valley Hospital in Ridgewood, New Jersey, a 


day later. I was diagnosed with pneumonia and possibly Covid-19, which meant my 
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lungs were failing me. The Covid-19 came back positive the next day. I had lost my sense 
of taste, fatigued, and loss of appetite, coughing now, and my breathing became more 
difficult. I left the hospital twelve days later, almost 50 pounds lighter, with an oxygen 
tank and one already delivered home, not able to fully breathe on my own. If I had been 
treated at the first Hospital, I believe I would not have been in such dire circumstances 
upon my release from the hospital. 

This causes African-Americans not to trust the American system, whether it’s the 
hospitals, businesses, employment, government, and especially the legal and justice 
system. I can give you a personal example of all the previous entities that have failed me. 
Every time you think there will be a change in this great country, it lets you down. 
Sometimes not only discouragement but death and death to children. Yes, the Black 
community knows of the discriminator acts of the government and racist whites to keep 
the African American population in poverty. 

What is Poverty? 

“Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. It 

means a lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. It means not 

having enough to feed and clothe a family, not having a school or clinic to go to, 
not having access to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness and exclusion of 
individuals, households and communities. It means susceptibility to violence, and 
it often implies living on marginal or fragile environments without access to clean 
water or sanitation.” 

We have a system set in place many years ago to hold people in slavery, not only 
blacks but the poor, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, gender, or political affiliation. 
The system continues to deteriorate around bringing people out of poverty because the 
226 John S. Watson, Institute for Public Policy of Thomas Edison State University. Cost of Poverty: The 


Perpetuating Cycle of Concentrated Poverty in New Jersey Cities. Anti-Poverty Network of New Jersey. 
(2016, Pg.9) 
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rich profited from poverty. Please read the above definition; poverty goes beyond your 
paycheck; it grips the person and holds them in a state of powerlessness that seems 
inescapable. 

The African-American community knows of the plight of their children and 
family members suffering in prisons, jails, and addiction. The African-American 
community knows of the difficulty of their children and family members not receiving 
employment advancements, not receiving an adequate education, and not getting a seat at 
the table of the rich and famous. 

Emmitt Till (1941-1955) child of 14 years of age, was accused of whistling at a 
white woman. He was later kidnapped, beaten, and shot in the head. He was beaten so 
severely that his mother insisted on an open casket to show the horrific beating by adult 
white men. The horrifying photos of Emmitt Till’s open casket are still in circulation. 
Years later, the white woman recanted her statement of this child whistling at her.??’ 

Rodney King (1965-2012) was the first to be videotaped, being beaten 
unmercifully by four Los Angeles Police Officers. The acquittal of these Police officers 
on charges of assault with a deadly weapon and excessive use of force set off the Los 
Angeles Riots of 1992.’?* There were years of tension between the LAPD and the Black 
community. The acquittal of the officers pushed the African-American community over 
the edge. After several days of violence and destruction, the National Guard and Federal 


Troops gained control with one billion in damages and 60 lives lost.””? 


27 Biography editors, Emitt Till biography, A&E Television Network, https://www.biography.com/crime- 
figure/emmett-till (accessed December 16, 2021). 

228 Biography editors, Rodney King Biography, A&E Television Network, 
https://www.biography.com/crime-figure/rodney-king, (accessed December 16, 2021). 

229 Biography editors, Los Angeles riots, A&E Television Network, https://www.history.com/topics/1990s/ 
the-los-angeles-riots, (accessed December 16, 2021). 
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On April 20, 1989, Trisha Meili (28,) a white woman investment banker, was 
jogging in Central Park, New York. She was beaten and raped brutally and was in a coma 
for over two weeks with no memory of the attack. There was an enormous outcry from 
the public about the five Black and Latino teens (Antron McCray 15, Kevin Richardson 
15, Yusef Salaam 15, Raymond Santana 14, and Korey Wise16) who became known as 
the Central Park Five. These youth were convicted with forced confessions and no DNA 
evidence, even though the women were severely beaten and sexually assaulted. They all 
served sentences in different ranges from six to 13 years. This attack was considered the 
crime of the decade, and every White New Yorker wanted blood for the assault. 

The Black community did not see this as cut and dry as the White community. 
The real culprit, Matias Reyes, confessed, and DNA evidence proved that he was the lone 
assailant of this horrific crime. The convictions were eventually vacated, and they 
received a settlement.”*° 

The horrific effects of justice in America are well known to the African-American 
population. The African-American understands the injustice in the court system. The 
famous comedian Richard Pryor (1940-2005) “when you go to court looking for justice, 
that is what you find Just Us.” Pryor’s way of laughing through the tears of Black 
America’s reality.7?! Yes, the African-American church understands that the innocent are 
found guilty, sentenced more harshly, and never given a chance at redemption. The 
federal government produced guidelines to give everyone an even sentence. Yet, cocaine 


would give you a lesser punishment than crack cocaine. With cocaine being the base 


230 History.com editors, Central Park Five, History, https://www.history.com/topics/1980s/central-park- 
five, (accessed December 16, 2021). 
231 Biography Editors, Richard Pryor Biography, A&E Television Network, 


https://www.biography.com/performer/richard-pryor, (accessed December 16, 2021). 
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ingredient for crack, the individuals that used cocaine were often well-to-do. And the 
individuals that used crack were black and less influential. An individual could get 
arrested with a kilogram of cocaine and get less time than someone charged with a few 
crack bottles. 

And let us not forget that Ret. Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North (1943) brought 
cocaine from Nicaragua into the United States. Then used the profits to buy weapons for 
the rebels to overthrow the Nicaraguan government.”” This is known; he sold this 
cocaine in the Great United States of America. He sold illegal drugs to drug dealers and 
U.S. citizens. This exploded the crack cocaine epidemic in the Black community. He was 
charged with many crimes and beat them all with appeals. Here a white soldier gives 
guns to a foreign power for hostages sells cocaine to American citizens to buy guns for 
rebels of another country to overthrow that government. 

The War on Drugs was a direct attack on the African-American communities. 
Blacks did not oppose the War on Drugs at the beginning because black leadership 
thought it would clean up the community. However, it further destroyed the community. 
We have heard of past assassinations but giving the police-military jurisdiction in a 
community they are supposed to serve and protect. With the implicit biases created many 
years ago, the police believe that all the blacks in the hood are criminals. 

Let us take Eric Garner in New York City, a black man selling loose cigarettes 
(loosies.) Is it against the law to sell loose unlicensed cigarettes; yes! But, most Chinese 
restaurants in Paterson sell them; to anyone. The majority of bodegas sell them; to 
anyone. I have a hard time understanding why the narcotics division would even think 


232 Biography.com Editors, Biography Oliver North, A&E Television Network, 
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about a guy selling loose cigarettes when you have all of these drug dealers selling drugs 
on the street corners of any major city. 

I believe Mr. Garner was a former drug dealer, and the police targeted him. Mr. 
Garner could not find gainful employment and needed to provide some form of income. 
In the hood, you sell loosies or bootleg movie videos. You can’t find work, but you need 
some type of income. The black community knows of this plight black men are subjected 
to once incarcerated. These narcotics detectives targeted Mr. Garner when he attempted 
to give up his former life of crime to pity misdemeanors. Nevertheless, the police’s 
privilege and authoritarianism picked this man and murdered him. 

This racial bias that caused this man’s death is incomprehensible as Thomas 
Jefferson said: “that blacks, smelled bad, were physically unattractive, required less 
sleep, were dumb, cowardly and incapable of feeling grief.” These statements lead to 
poverty, recidivism, racism, segregation, mental instability, and murder in so many 
different ways of the African ancestry today. The Black community and its children have 
been putting up with this treatment since slavery. There has been generation after 
generation of Black men suffering from these racist initiatives that have embedded our 
DNA with this curse of no way out. The mental anguish suffered daily by African 
American men will never be understood by the privileged white population. 

Suppose it had not been for George Floyd’s (1973-2020) murder on May 25, 
2020, by Minnesota Police Officer Derek Chauvin. George Floyd’s death at the knee of 
Officer Chauvin changed the world. Here we watch a man die with people saying he is 
dying; the police tell them to stay back while they hold Floyd down. Officer Chauvin’s 


knee is on Floyd’s neck, slowly choking this human being to death. The world witnessed 
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as Floyd called upon his deceased mother for help. The world watched as Mr. Floyd took 
his last breath and died. After observing, monitoring, and witnessing his execution, the 
world rallied and protested for Mr. George Floyd. 

After the constant programing and desensitizing by the white racist establishment, 
the world can now see the plight of the African American. They can now see the crime. 
After so many years of abuse, the world's eyes are open to having the wrong skin color. 
The world now sees the conspiracy set in place during slavery. The plot to hold the 
Black-American in poverty is now seen. The world now perceives the terrorist war 
against a people without a defense. These young men and women are doing the research. 
They are putting together the machination set in place hundreds of years ago, propelled 
by racism and greed. 

James 3:13-16 AMP 

Who among you is wise and intelligent? Let him by his good conduct show his 

[good] deeds with the gentleness and humility of true wisdom. But if you have 

bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be arrogant, and [as a 

result] be in defiance of the truth. This [superficial] wisdom is not that which 

comes down from above, but is earthly (secular), natural (unspiritual), even 
demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder [unrest, 
rebellion] and every evil thing and morally degrading practice. 

I can recall a cookout in my backyard several years ago. My Aunt is now the only 
living sibling of 13 children at 90 years young. My Aunt Zel, who I love immensely, took 
me to many events. My aunt would take her daughter, a few years younger, and me to the 
Ice Capades, Harlem Globetrotters, Ringing Brothers Circus, and other events; oh, great 
toys from them all. My mother the older sister, and Aunt Zelda, both took our families to 


see the Jackson 5 when I was around 11 or 12. Born and raised in Paterson, I was 


constantly watched and raised by my mother or aunt. 
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Well, at the cookout, the Paterson Police Department director was there. Director 
S started a conversation with my aunt and asked her where she lived. She replied, the 
Riverview Towers, this is where I grew up also. The Riverview Towers are privately 
owned, with four buildings sixteen floors. However, the Christopher Columbus Projects 
were right across the street. The CCP was known for drugs and crime. The projects of 
Paterson are mostly gone, demolished, and that moved the drug dealers throughout the 
city. 

Director S. asked my aunt if she needed anything or any problems where she 
lived. He knows as my aunt that the youth do sell drugs at the Towers; however, they do 
not bother anyone. She said everything was all right down there. And he asked again, and 
she thanked him and said everything was alright down there in front of the Towers. 
Director S knows the young men sell drugs in front of the buildings. He would have 
raided them and moved them for a time if my aunt asked or said they were a problem. 

My aunt knew if the police came, they would have locked these young men up, 
which they deserved. But it could have turned violent, and these young men could have 
been hurt or killed by the police. She understood that they would be sentenced to more 
time than they deserved. As most African Americans understand, anything may happen 
when calling the police. They do not want to call the police unless it is absolutely 
necessary. The Black community has always respected the Police force because the Black 
community has always known how corrupt and dangerous the Police force can be. Not 
all police are dishonest, but the bad police make you wonder if the good ones may be 


bad. 
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Tyvon Martin (1995-2012)? and Tamir Rice (2002-2014)**4 will always be in 
the minds and hearts of mothers and doubt the authenticity of police. An overzealous 
neighborhood watch guard killed Tyvon. And Tamir was killed by the Cleveland police 
office while Tamir was playing with a toy gun in the park. The Washington Post reported 
in 2017 that 23 percent of the police killing were of black citizens. However, the black 
population was 13 percent at the time.”*° 

Even when you make it out of poverty, you may be held in mental poverty 
because of the trauma suffered in life by family members. The African-American 
community has suffered dramatically, surviving only on the hope of God and his love for 
his children. My mother knew that there was a place for her in heaven and that her faith 
would get her there. It can be hard to have faith in God as a new believer with this world 
in turmoil, as it aspires to follow a rebellious spirit, not of God. 


Romans 1:29-31, Message 

Since they didn’t bother to acknowledge God, God quit bothering them and let 
them run loose. And then all hell broke loose: rampant evil, grabbing and 
grasping, vicious backstabbing. They made life hell on earth with envy, wanton 
killing, bickering, and cheating. Look at them: mean-spirited, venomous, fork- 
tongued God-bashers. Bullies, swaggerers, insufferable windbags! They keep 
inventing new ways of wrecking lives. They ditch their parents when they get in 
the way. Stupid, slimy, cruel, cold-blooded. And it’s not as if they don’t know 
better. They know perfectly well they’re spitting in God’s face. And they don’t 
care—worse, they hand out prizes to those who do the worst things best! 


233 Biography.com Editors, Trayvon Martin Biography, https://www.biography.com/crime- 
figure/trayvon-martin, (accessed January 12,2022). 

234 Zola Ray, This Is The Toy Gun That Got Tamir Rice Killed 3 Years Ago Today, Newsweek, updated 
11/22/2017, https://www.newsweek.com/tamir-rice-police-brutality-toy-gun-720120, (accessed January 
12,2022). 
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Chapter VI 
In Conclusion 


The plot of desensitizing the Caucasian race to the inhuman treatment of other 
humans is still alive. In addition, the Caucasian populaces were fed a superior race 
philosophy by doctors, scientists, professors, teachers, government officials, statesmen, 
and presidents. This terroristic plot was designed for profit and built a country on the 
backs of slavery and poverty. At the same time, they preached Christian values, life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for Caucasians. Was equality ever in the equation set 
before the forefathers of America, or was it an augmenting accident that impaired 
generations of African Americans? 

The systemic racism inherited from the forefathers of this great country has 
disproportionately affected Black Americans’ poverty and recidivism rates. America is a 
great country. Does it need to better itself, of course? As in years past, the forefather 
knew that it would have to do away with slavery for America to be great. However, they 
did not want to surrender the privileges of cheap labor. The African American population 
has suffered significant harm in these many years leading up to today. Yet, God has made 
way for the ancestry of Ethiopians in America to survive the injustices and corruption 
placed at their feet. 

The injustices of not following America’s Constitution and Declaration of 


Independence laws. The corruption of the government constantly, unlawfully, changing 
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to support a racist régime. The psychology of having an enemy that the White racist 
could see and distinguish themselves from was brilliant on their part. If you were of fair 
white Caucasian skin, you could assimilate into White America. At the same time, they 
denied one race of people the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—their 
words, not mine. 

The African American is not the only race to suffer from this attack. However, 
today, this dissertation is about—holding a race in poverty to the point of murdering its 
population, not allowing its growth to go beyond 13 or 14 percent of the nation’s 
population.*° Let us not forget that Presidents Jefferson and Adams corresponded 
regularly about the state of the country, the Bible, and rational Christianity. I believe that 
the forefathers (majority Christians) and slave owners read Exodus of the Holy Bible and 
perceived how the children of God, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s ancestors, grew and 
populated Egypt. They did not want this to happen in the Americas. 

It is estimated that 600,000 men left Egypt, which is an estimate of 2.5 to 3.5 with 
women and children. Numerous sources estimate Egypt’s population to have been 
approximately 7.5 million.7>’ These numbers are up for debate in several different 
scenarios. At the same time, one site estimated Egypt’s people to be between 2 and 5 
million, with 6,000 Hebrews leaving Egypt.”*® There are many different estimates of the 
children of Israel population in Egypt. Also, who was the new Pharaoh or King at that 


time. 


236 United States Census Bureau, Race and Hispanic Origin, 
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045221, (accessed December 16, 2021). 

237 Steven Rudd, Exodus Route Restored https://www.bible.ca/archeology/bible-archeology-exodus- 
route-population-of-jews-hebrews.htm, (accessed December 16, 2021). 

238 Jeff A. Banner, How many came out of the Exodus of Egypt, https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/studies- 
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The Bible says, “but the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and 
grew exceedingly strong so that the land was filled with them.””*? The more they 
oppressed and ruthlessly worked the Israelites, the more they populated and grew. The 
new Pharaoh of Egypt did not know Joseph and his contribution to their country. Yet, the 
Pharaoh set the Israelites up to live hard, bitter lives as slaves. The Egyptian Pharoah was 
so afraid of the Israelite’s growth that he ordered that the midwives who delivered the 
children slay all the males born. That did not work for the King, so now he demands that 
all the male children be thrown in the Nile River as a sacrifice.”4? Can you believe that, 
kill the children? 

In this Action Research project, I believe that the forefather and other Caucasian 
men of wealth understood that if they allowed the black population to get out of control 
as in Egypt, it would be tough to control them later. It is well known that most of the 
forefathers were some form or denomination of Christianity. Today, there are 
approximately 350,000 religious’ congregations, with about 314,000 being protestant and 
other Christian churches.”4! 

The forefather’s advocacy for freedom of religion has led to this outstanding 
church growth. President Jefferson was an astute writer and researcher of the Holy Bible. 
President Jefferson knew that slavery had to end for America to flourish. However, he did 
not know what would happen to African Americans in the future. If the African 


American population increased abundantly as the Hebrews in Egypt, they would 


239 Exodus 1-XX, NRVS, Biblegateway.com 
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eventually take over the country. There has always been a plan not to allow the African 
American population to grow beyond a certain point. 

In addition, some of these Africans brought to America as slaves had to have 
heard of this man named Jesus as being the Son of God, which provided hope. 
Part 2: Poverty Again 

Poverty is the primary entity that leads to recidivism. It is not a deprived mind or 
growing up in the hood. It is systematic racism of holding a person in a state where they 
cannot control their destiny. This devaluation of the Black ancestry is not only the 
formerly incarcerated but the race in totality. Yes, many escape this trap set by America’s 
leadership and big businesses; however, the scheme is a perpetual plot that cannot be 
dismantled with common sense. This plot has been ingrained into the American lifestyle, 
not allowing the typical black person to escape poverty. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the rich in America have outpaced themselves 
with astonishing financial growth. The business world says that social benefits have 
caused people to sit at home and collect unemployment rather than work. 60 Minutes 
interview says this is not true. These people will not work for someone they do not like or 
respect.’ The pandemic caused people to take control of their lives. However, the 
offender stills have problems with employment or their treatment on the job. 

Paterson, New Jersey, started the industrial revolution with the silk mills here in 
Paterson. The ex-offender has been yelled at and screamed at most of their life. Working 
for an employer that treats you the same as correctional officers is traumatic to them. The 
trauma suffered from childhood has not been addressed. These men being released from 


242 60 minutes, the big Quit, January 9, 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch Pv=brw-jN9b-Sg, (accessed 
January 24, 2022). 
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prison are expected to assimilate into society when some have never worked a 9 to 5. 
Telling or yelling at a person to go to work, show up on time and do your job is not 
proper training. 

The forefathers labeled the slaves as dumb and mischievous. Who looked at their 
reasons for working? They were kidnapped from their homes, transported in the harshest 
conditions to America, placed on an auction block, not understanding the language as 
they are sold to a master that cares more about profit and control than human life. 


Matthew 15:16-20 

16-20 Jesus replied, “You, too? Are you being willfully stupid? Don’t you know that 
anything that is swallowed works its way through the intestines and is finally defecated? 
But what comes out of the mouth gets its start in the heart. It’s from the heart that we 
vomit up evil arguments, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, lies, and cussing. 
That’s what pollutes. Eating or not eating certain foods, washing or not washing your 
hands—that’s neither here nor there.” 


As previously mentioned in this dissertation, the schema devised by colonialists 
and before has done great harm to the Black ancestry with the creation of separating 
human beings into a race. 

This classification of race is still argued today by the Jewish population. After 
Whoopi Goldberg’s comment on the Holocaust is about the Nazi’s injustice to humanity. 
Race classification is vital to those who can assimilate into other races. However, at the 
time of the Holocaust, race raised its ugly head, with the white supremacist of Germany 
claiming to be a superior race. Today Jonathan Greenblatt of the anti-Defamation league 
says, “the Holocaust was about the Nazi’s systemic annihilation of the Jewish people — 


who they deemed to be an inferior race.””4? According to Greenblatt, this system in 
43, Dominick Mastrangelo, Whoopi Goldberg apologizes for saying Holocaust ‘isn't about race,' The Hill, 
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America could be considered the same way. Today, the Black race is regarded by some 
white supremacists, Caucasians, and racist whites as inferior and in need of annihilation. 
Race was created by the wealthy and those craving prestige, such as Joann Blumenbach. 
To separate the Caucasians from others of less stature in the world.” In reality, there is 
no significant difference in the skulls; Blumenbach used to separate the world. 

This is the two-edged sword; the poverty and recidivism of today’s African- 
Americans are alive by plots people like Blumenbach created. The United States of 
America’s presidents, congressmen, and statesmen followed this plot and continued 
following this schema set before the world. They have ingrained the way of privilege into 
the Caucasians to follow and not give up their privilege. We talked about the Nazis and 
Holocaust; Hitler, before becoming Chancellor of Germany, sent lawyers and professors 
to America to study how the laws segregating the nation worked. Hitler wanted to know 
how a country could treat its citizens in such a brutal way. Hitler said we could not do 
that to the Jews in Germany.”* He later killed eight million Jews because of their 
inferiority, and the power of race took control of Germany. 

Here in America, we have individuals growing up thinking they are superior. I am 
not talking about the White American supremacist; their name speaks for them. I am 
speaking of the average, regular, standard, White Caucasian person (average joe.) Most 
White Americans do believe they are people of privilege. 

If you can recall, on January 6, 2021, during the attack on the United States 


Capital, these were not all white supremacists and Nazis. These were average Americans, 
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http://scihi.org/johann-friedrich-blumenbach-human-race/, (accessed January 31, 2022). 
245 Tsabel Wilkerson, Caste: the origins of our discontents (New York: Random House, 2020), 198-220. 
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including soldiers, police officers, mailmen, school teachers, college professors, etc. It 
was these individuals that believed they were being robbed of their America. Trump, the 
rich white guy, was their idol, even though he cared very little for their lives or their 
family subsists. However, the average joe needed someone to believe in because America 
was going to shit, in their opinion. They consider themselves patriots yet rebel against the 
leadership that gave them everything for hundreds of years. Now it’s talk of being fair, 
sharing, equal justice for all, equality of pay, and hiring. You are taking the average joe’s 
privilege. They feel they cannot call the police on a black or immigrant, and they are 
automatically arrested. The police may listen to the story now. Because they can be on 
CNN by the time their shift is over. 

America is at war with itself; it cannot flourish being a racist capitalistic state. 
The average joe feels he is being treated like a black now, discriminated against. The 
capitalistic billionaires have taken advantage of the people of the United States and refuse 
to throw them a lifeline. Jeff Bezos has built the largest yacht ever in the Netherlands. 
The yacht is so large they cannot get it out of the city. They will have to dismantle a 
bridge to get it out of town, to which he is willing to pay. 

Trump organization uses the tax codes and banking loans to make him a paper 
billionaire. Here we have a billionaire that devalues his assets for taxes and increases 
these same assets values for loans. Billionaires are planning to invade space for resources 
in the name of capitalism, to sell for profit. To take more of the impoverished pay. Real 
estate is at an all-time high again—Wall Street money buying properties and holding on 


to the property for the long-haul payout. 
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Part 3: The Two-Edged Sword 

That is the two-edged sword my mentee, the ex-offender, new entry, formerly 
incarcerated, returning citizen, rehabilitated, relegated, reintegrated, ameliorated, 
recidivate, repaired Child of God, must face on a daily bases upon release. In addition, 
all the privileges the average joe receives, the ex-offender has never received. He self- 
medicates (a bag of heroin, laced with fentanyl, $2, in Paterson, NJ) to survive in a 
society that steps over him as if he doesn’t exist. He has childhood trauma from abuse, 
whether sexual, verbal, physical, mental, school, or the bully he must walk past every day 
when he leaves his apartment—the trauma of life in the judicial system and prison. Lack 
of gainful employment, the time-consuming job interview, with no job at the end, 
working for trifles, with only an offer to quit if you don’t like working here. I have had 
guys in the halfway house, working at a bakery in Elizabeth, doing only the worst jobs. In 
addition, they are told that they will call the halfway house and report them if they don’t 
do the work or talk back. These men are labeled undesirables by the Department of 
Corrections, and if an employer call’s and reports them, they will probably get sent back 
to prison. Since this is a participatory research project, I believe from my experience as a 
former prisoner and speaking with other former prisoners that most men and women 
being released from incarceration have Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder or Post-Traumatic 
Slave Syndrome. 

The client covers up symptoms of PTSD and PTSS, or they may be in denial. This 
can lead to the client not showing signs of PTSD or PTSS. Covering up this denial can 


lead to more stress and other destructive psychological disorders: 
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246Flashbacks will lead to reliving the traumatic event repeatedly. **”Nightmares, occur 
in the subconscious of the mind and may not allow the mind to rationalize the event. 
Your brain can link these nightmares to unrealistic feelings and occurrences. *“8 
Triggers, are related to your senses, smell, sight, touch, hearing, and taste, which may 
cause you to re-experience an event.”“? Watching / Reading Media Related to Your 
Trauma, directly or indirectly related to the trauma, even to the point of dissecting and 
analyzing this newly discovered event. ?°°Constantly Talking About Your Trauma, 
they may turn the event into a braggadocios occurrence to discard the shock. This re- 
experience can cause the individual to nonchalantly suppress their feelings and emotions 
related to the trauma. *°'Memory Suppression, denial allows the survivor to suppress 
feelings, emotions, and memories instead of dealing with the trauma head-on. Often, 
blocking the memories consciously and subconsciously will enable them to pretend that 
this event never occurred. ***Deflection Tactics, they will refuse or deflect on talking 
about the event or only parts of the event. The first evaluation will tell you how bad the 
trauma may have been. ***Avoiding Human Interaction, survivors will tend to become 
recluses, often falling into anxiety and depression states. 7**Changing of Physical 
Appearance, common with sexual assaults, especially women, could have done 
something to prevent this from happening, and fear this may occur again. *** Avoidance 


246 Very Healthy Life, 20 PTSD Symptoms we Rarely talk About, https://veryhealthy.life/20-ptsd- 
symptoms-we-rarely-talk-about/2/, (accessed February 14, 2022). 
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Through Reverse Tactics, this often places the survivor back into the same situation, 
through reckless behavior to avoid dealing with the fear, and lack of control over the 
trauma. *°°Struggling to Sleep, insomnia could be caused by fear; they may experience 
nightmares, being vulnerable, not in control, flashbacks, restlessness. 7°’Paranoia and 
Hypervigilance, affect the person physically, such as assault, attack, or fighting at war 
(prison). This can result in paranoia and hallucination if the assailant is not caught, 
escalating the disorder. *°*Difficulty in Focusing and Concentration is especially true 
the first few months after the trauma, with many struggling to think straight, focus at 
school or work, or not being socially engaged. The survivor will walk around in a dazed 
state of mind. *’Adjusting Behavior, as they attempt to not deal with the effects of the 
trauma. This allows teens to skate through talking about the trauma and fool people into 
thinking they are coping with the trauma. 7°°Extremely Emotional and Sensitive, 
survivors reported feeling emotional outbursts and not knowing how to manage them or 
stop them. Survivors find it difficult to share their feelings with people who love and 
support them. 7°'Moody/ Mood Swings, are prominent in several psychological traumas, 
reflecting the state of mind. They are still attempting to grasp and cope with their 
emotions and feelings after the trauma. 7°*Numbness and Lack of Sensitivity, are 
normal and are caused by the survivor’s attempts to disassociate themselves from feelings 


and emotions linked to their trauma. The magnitude of the survivor’s trauma does not 
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allow them to sympathize with others’ feelings as the survivor chooses not to engage in 
others’ conversations or problems. *°Constantly Sleeping, because anxiety and 
depression tend to be side effects of trauma, it is no surprise that oversleeping or excess 
sleep are symptoms of the trauma. Sleeping becomes a coping mechanism against the 
trauma. ?“Crisis of Faith, the survivor, will tend to blame God or a higher power for the 
unfolded trauma. They may feel that the trauma was unjust and undeserving of the event. 
This can be temporary or permanent to the point of opting out of their beliefs. 

65D iminished Interest in Activities that were Previously Enjoyed, the survivor is 
uninterested in activities they previously loved after the trauma. This life-changing event 
leaves the survivor feeling depressed, hopeless, and lacking purpose. 

I selected to keep this simple rather than using the DSM-S. Also, you must have 4 
or more symptoms to qualify, and there is a time period. This is something that needs to 
be addressed by the mentee. I know personally that it takes time to adjust back to life, to 
the degree of learning to cross the street. Or where are you and where are you going. 

About 6% of the African American population suffers from the prison and judicial 
system. The astounding fact is that 34% of working Black men have previous felony 
convictions of some type. That’s 40 % of the black male population has been in some 


form of incarceration. 7° That’s Big! 
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Part 4: The Children 

The African-American children have been neglected for too many years. It is time 
that they learn of their ancestry, not necessarily at school but from their community. 
However, teachers cannot interfere with the black history lessons. The child shouldn’t be 
punished for writing about a controversial Black person. 

The Child must have after-school programs in their community that assist with 
homework and life work. A community-based program can help your child tremendously 
since they know the community and the resources within that community. 

African-American children are punished more harshly than other students of other 
ethnicities. This cruel treatment of children must be stopped, and the school and staff 
should be chastised more harshly for their transgressions. 

If we could give the black boy and girl a worthwhile educational experience, you 
can have a productive member of society. By that, I mean some students fall between the 
cracks. These students must be pulled back into school with assistance and love. These 
students grow up to find friends in gangs and drugs. 

The Bible says that children are a blessing, so why are they mistreated? 

Children without a father in the household need a mentor to assist their 
development. This mentor or community assistance program would help these children’s 
development and assist the parent or parents with social issues. They may be suffering 
from loss of employment or the need for food. I also believe that special care should go 
into the care of the child whose parent has been incarcerated. This child may have a 
genetic trait from his ancestry, modifying their genetic code towards addiction, 


criminality, recidivism, and incarceration. 
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Children who have observed their parent being arrested; must suffer from mental 
anguish from such a sight.7°” These children must be given special treatment to develop 
on an even keel. 


Solution 
The Children (grades 3-12) in the Black community need assistance, to which I 


will start two programs that will address their issues; Issue 1, the child’s Blackness and 
Fiscal Responsibility. Issue 2, Poverty and Fiscal Responsibility. I will design these 
programs to empower the child or youth’s needs while living in an urban area. 

Issue 1, their Blackness will deal with where they have come from, the strength 
that rests within them, and how their grandfathers have overcome adversity, and they 
must also. They are not slaves but Kings, Queens, Princes, and Princesses. We will build 
on their strengths and turn their weaknesses into strengths. Educate them on the need for 
education, whether college, vocational school, or entrepreneurship. 

Issue 2, they will learn what poverty is and fiscal responsibility. How do you dig 
your way out of poverty? Put a plan in place and stick to it. Manage your money and stay 
on budget. What do you need, and what do you want? What is important and what is not. 
You can manage your mental stability, with education and love. 

This is needed to move these young ones out of the school-to-prison pipeline and 


generational cycle of poverty. 
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Part 5: Lack of Community-Based Organizations 

The community-based organization has saved many; however, the funding for 
such organizations has been limited. There is racism in this also, with the white 
organization receiving more funding. The white organization is trusted more to complete 
the mission set before them. Whereas the black organization never receives enough to 
accomplish their mission. This lack of funding does not allow for the necessary number 
of employees to complete the mission. Or, politicians appoint employees as favors, and 
these appointments care little for the mission or their obligations to the organization. 

With many community-based organizations starting out doing great work within 
the community. The passion that fuels this organization is what makes it great. However, 
as it grows, they seem to like bigger organization over passion. This turn to the 
organization provides more funding to serve more clients, which starts to deteriorate the 
organization's passion. The organization is now organized to provide employees 
paychecks for the organization over a passion for the client. Currently, more 
organizations use young college graduates over older experienced staff. This turn is for 
organizations and not passionately serving the client. There is a semblance of passion, but 
how can a college graduate understand the criminal mind. The young college graduate 
needs employment experience and will start work under the pay scale to gain this 
experience. The young college student begins with a passionate look at this 
employment—however, this shift after time with a need for better pay. On the other hand, 
the employer uses the college student to stay below the budget, which allows for a better 


salary at the top of the hierarchy. 
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Non-profit community-based organizations hire ex-offenders and former drug 
users in the past; this has now become non-existent. The faults in the initial training of 
some of these employees are not being addressed. We must remember they were ex- 
offenders or former drug users; they lie. This has left a bad taste in some organizations. 
However, they keep them on as employees because they know the tricks used by the 
addicted and ex-offenders. But not to hire any new former users, but to pick up college 
students to handle the workload, they are better equipped in handling the mountain of 
paperwork needed in these organizations. 

The drug counseling services in the community lack compassion for the 
ex-offender trapped in recidivism of prison and drug addiction. Parole officers send their 
clients (ex-offenders) to counseling services like babysitters. Many of these counseling 
services does little for the clients. However, it does bring them together to meet 
legitimately and even hatch up plans. These group settings that so many use lack the 
necessary compassion to assist the client. These proposals for counseling services are just 
another means of racism and control with little good, most of the time. 

Finally 

The ex-offender released from prison has a long, arduous journey set before them. 
The road is very narrow, and any misstep will land them back in jail. The stress of this 
journey is astronomical. I have not enclosed all the situations and problems that arise 
during the mentoring of a mentee. However, the mentee must be honest for this to work 
in his favor. 

The statistics say 83% of ex-offenders return to prison; only 17% made it out of 


the system after nine years. 17 out of 100 do not return to prison. The government wants 
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you to believe they are born criminals; however, this could not be further from the truth. 
Many institutions have tried different ways to reduce this 83% return rate. The Insanity! 
Can you imagine owning a business with a 17% success rate? 

Michael Blumberg, former mayor of New York City. They attempted to assist the 
black families by pouring 127 million into an anti-poverty program for African 
Americans.”® This did little since it did not address what the family needed to change. 
Programs are designed within certain perimeters, which mean little to a family living in 
poverty. The organization must meet the family in their need helping in specific fields but 
not helping in other areas of need. We will give you money but not gainful employment 
to make your own money.”°? Former New York mayor Patrick Moynihan performed a 
study in the 1960s which blamed the social ills of the breaking up of the black family as 
the major problem leading to poverty in the black community.””° Single-parent 
households do not have a large enough income to bring them out of poverty. Today, the 
black family suffers from not working as a team father and mother. The mentee must 
learn to maintain a relationship. 

This is new to them also; since slavery, they were taught to hit it and keep it 
moving since the master may come along and take her from you. 

The mentee has many different idiosyncrasies that hold them in poverty and 


recidivism bondage. One thing that makes this stigma of murders being violent is so 
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untrue. Can you imagine killing someone as a juvenile or young man and then doing 20 
years for the crime? To relieve that for twenty years, live a life of repentance every day 
for twenty years (7,300 days.) Then to find out, no one trusts you, even though you paid 
the price required of you. Everyone considers you a threat to their life—no hope for 
employment. From my experience, the murderer has been the best person to mentor. 
They do not want to go back to jail. How does our community-based organizations look 
at the former offender in this light or through a lens of darkness? 


Solution 
Issue 3, Advocate for the small non-profits that do a great job with little funding. 


More funding would afford them the opportunity to serve their community better. These 
organizations can excel with more funding from the federal, state, county, and municipal 
governments. The black community must move its people out of poverty; this can only be 
done with a voice and a vote. 
Part 6: The Mentor! 

The mentoring of men trapped in recidivism must be performed with special care. 
The mentee is a delicate flower that does not like being disturbed. This individual has 
served many years in prison, surviving on instinct and lies. They lie to themselves, back 
to the fantasy and what it will bring. And lying to others about what a great criminal or 
drug dealer they are. While in reality, they used more of their drugs than they sold. Yes, I 
am exaggerating the cause, but this is a part of the jail mentality to lie. 

So how does the mentor assist the mentee through life when they must filter 
through the lies to conclude what may or may not be plausible. Honesty is needed on 
both parts, the mentor and mentee. However, the mentee is not accustomed to the word 


“honesty.” A form of trust must be built, sometimes with the experience of being in 


102 


prison. This experience cannot get out of hand between the mentor and mentee and must 
not take jail-house situations too far. The mentee will push out his chest and relive this 
experience instead of replacing the experience with a positive habit. Or a different, more 
positive way of handling the situation. I am not making all ex-offenders liars, but the 
majority have spent their lives lying through life. For a person to recidivate, in my 
opinion, they are a criminal. They may be trapped in a situation where they may be 
supporting their families, and criminality is the only form of employment they know. 

The mentee has gone through so much trauma while in prison. This is never 
addressed while in prison or upon release. To the best of my knowledge, there is no 
rehabilitation in the prison system. Let me explain rehabilitation; there are programs in 
prison that teach carpentry and other skills. However, upon release, the majority cannot 
find gainful employment in their newly learned skills. While inmates learn these new 
skills, they dream and fantasize about making a decent living working at their new craft. 
Yet, they cannot find gainful employment in that skill upon release. They report to parole 
officers, and the newly released person is told to get a job and pay their fines. Parole 
officers care nothing about their dreams of where they want to work. The parole officer 
wants fines and child support payments; they care little for the trauma suffered by these 
individuals or their families. 

The Judicial system imposes fines and fees at sentencing on these men and 
women that they cannot afford. These fines hold them in poverty. This poverty drives the 
ex-offender back into the streets and into criminality. The only justifiable fine is child 
support. The majority of ex-offenders are willing to pay child support. Nevertheless, they 


are rearrested for not paying child support while working. The judge later releases the 
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individual with no employment. The schema moving forward since slavery holds the 
African-Americans in poverty today. Tell me, how does a family dig themselves out of 
poverty? 

The Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law published 
a study that stated that fines and fees imposed on indigent individuals were unfair and not 
worth the cost.?’' They looked at three states (Texas, Florida, and New Mexico) and ten 
counties as to the cost of these fines costing more than they bring in. The cost of tracking 
these fines by Sheriff officers, parole, and others is not worth the cost. These officers 
could be doing something more productive (public safety). Some states and counties 
impose fees to assist in balancing the state budget. In addition, judges never look at the 
person they are sentencing to see if they have the means of paying the fines upon release. 
Most of the time, the individual is in poverty, along with their family, which they cannot 
care for because of these fines, which hold them in bondage and poverty. They can be 
rearrested for not paying their fines and driver’s license suspension. Look at any state, 
and you will have mountains of unpaid fines and fees. This regressive tax must end. 

This creation of justice in America has held the African American in poverty and 
a revolving door of recidivism. The justice system says they (the offender) will not 
change. However, they (the Justice system) have not changed and continue to impose 
fines that can’t be paid, enhanced sentencing, the inhuman punishment of serving time in 
prison, the harassment upon release by parole officers, the lack of opportunity upon 


release. The insanity of the blame game, the judicial system has blamed the criminal. 
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Yes, they have committed a crime, with the majority accepting a plea agreement. 
However, not assisting these men with the opportunity to change their lives is ridiculous. 
Stigmatizing the public with their criminality and possible threat to the public is not 
helping these men. 


Solution 
Issue 4, advocacy for the poor and the returning citizen. The government must 


provide more for these men and women being released from incarceration. The 
government’s racial machine must be dismantled, a voice and vote must be cast to assist 
this vulnerable population. 

Issue 5, I will apply to the churches of Paterson for assistance in mentoring this 
population and moving them out of poverty by providing the necessary social services. 
Moving people out of poverty is the key to life and freedom. I have attached the letter 
requesting funding in Appendix E. 

Issue 6, we will advocate for reparations, starting with a task force, both federal 
and state, to look at this injustice created by the elitists and government. We will 
advocate; however, we will not wait. We will move forward with our primary objective 
of advancing the poor and returning citizens out of poverty. I will create workshops for 
employment and moving participants up the ladder to success. 


Issue 7, continue to mentor men and women being released from prison and 
previously convicted individuals. 
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CHAPTER VII 
ASSESSMENT OF COMPETENCY 


Introduction 
I followed the protocol set by New York Theological Seminary, Doctorate in 


Ministry, Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Fellowship 2" Cohort. I was given a competency test 
by the site team I selected. The site team evaluated the many skills and educational 
backgrounds to determine what I would need to enhance this project and my skill sets and 
academic levels. This assessment is to make me competent in implementing the 
demonstration project, I decided to take on. 


Site Team 
The site team I selected consisted of (1) Reverend Bob Ellis, retired Pastor of 


United Methodist Church, former attorney, Valdosta, GA; (2) Mr. Jawaine McPherson, 
Kintock Group, a New Jersey re-entry organization, with a B.A. in Psychology, Paterson, 
New Jersey; (3) Reverend Brian Nazareth, Pastor of Auspices of the Holy Spirit Baptist 
Church, Master’s Degree in Leadership, Atlanta, GA; (4) Deacon Cinda Wallace 
Secretary of EverLasting Life Foundation Ministry, Master of Art’s in Counseling, 
Paterson, NJ; Minister Ann Addison, Minister at Second Baptist Church, completed 
Certificate Program at New York Theological Seminary, Paterson, NJ and Keisha Henry, 
President of EverLasting Life Foundation CDC, attending Passaic County Community 
College, Paterson, NJ. Keisha Henry was not a part of the initial assessment team. She 
replaced someone else. 

The first official meeting of the site was on May 14, 2021; in the meeting were 


Rev. Bob Ellis, Mr. Jawaine McPherson, Rev. Brian Nazareth, Min. Ann Addison and 
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Deacon Cinda Wallace. I had numerous meetings with each individually. This team 
meeting was to go over next week’s evaluation and determine the skill set I needed to 
accomplish the mandate set before us. The team would argue why they believed I needed 
a particular skill set. As I informed them, I would not be in attendance at the May 27, 
2021 meeting. I would set it up and bow out. After this meeting, they were to review the 
material provided to determine the needed skill set for the compliance of this program. 
Upon the May 14" meeting, everyone was ready for next week’s assessment. 

On the May 27" meeting, it was voted on and determined with Jawaine 
McPherson leading the charge on William Henry 1* needing more training in the newly 
emerging social media and media technology field. To become more technological and 
social media savvy. Mr. McPherson explained to the Site Team that this was the number 
one needed competency, especially since Covid-19 and the separation of people at this 
time. Everyone is using zoom and other video conferencing platforms. This is a much- 
needed tool. This emerging technology is replacing in-person meetings and conferences. 

Two, Tik-Tok, Twitter, Instagram, and other social media platforms are replacing 
Facebook with a more technological generation. 

Three, you must have the skill set to create a video for publication on social 
media. In this day and time, this was valuable advice by my site team. I have placed 
videos on the organization’s website and sent mentees to watch them. 

Since my initial assessment by the site team, I have watched numerous YouTube 
videos on social media sites. Facebook, Tic-Tok, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube, 
remain the top sites, in my opinion. This is a marketing device that will continue to 


expand in different directions. There is a need for a social media publicist in every 
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organization. The Administrator of every non-profit should make social media outreach 
a position in their organization. It is essential to get out the word of your organization 
and what you are doing in the community, including your accomplishments. I did not 
realize the importance of social media and its influence on the community until I 
researched the need within the community. Since the pandemic, people have turned to 
social media as a news source. Which I believe should not be trusted. However, what is 
going on in your community (news) is essential and moving at light speed. 

Zoom video conferencing and recording videos with Zoom, including videos for 
publication. Zoom is an excellent platform for video conferencing, WebEx, Google Meet, 
Microsoft Team & Skype, and GoToMeeting at the top of the video conferencing chain. I 
pick Zoom as the easiest to learn along with Meet. The pricing for each is about the same. 
Free versions have limited services as 40-minute limits. Google Meet is 60 minutes per 
meeting at 8 dollars per month. Zoom paid version is about 15 dollars per month, with 
most other platforms charging more. Video conferencing is here to stay; ease of use, 
reliability, clarity, screen sharing, number of participants, wi-fi or cellular, with some 
streaming to participants, and price should assist you in determining which platform you 
decide to use. 

The third area of technology I studied was studio video recording and podcasting. 
This is a complected field of study as well as the other two. Since you can stream video 
to the world from Facebook, YouTube, and video conferencing platforms, the need of 
studio equipment may not be needed. With cellular phones having high-definition 
cameras and microphones built into phones, the need for camcorders, wireless 


microphones, mixers, video splitters, cables, and editing software may not be needed. 
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Setting up a green screen can be a problem if you don’t have enough lighting. There are 
many tweaks you must learn to be in the race of social media technology. This is an ever- 
evolving field that must be constantly studied and understood. That is why I have said 
that a media technology person is needed in every organization with the liberty to study 
while working. 


Social Media & Technology (Notes.) ae ee a 275 2G ae ab oes 280 281 282 283 284 285 
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285 MarkusPix, Worlds Cheapest and Amazing Camcorders EPIC Video. YouTube, (2020) 31:57. 

286 Think Media, Camcorder Vs. DSLR for Video, YouTube and Viogging? YouTube, (2017) 11:50. 

87 Think Media, Best Camera and Equipment for YouTube 2020, YouTube, (2020) 54:25. 

288 Alpha Gaming, $160 4K Webcam Vs. $26 Cheap Chinese knockoff Webcam, YouTube, (2020) 18:29. 
289 J Dovey, Mistakes New YouTubers make & 15 Tips to avoid them, YouTube, (2019) 18:07. 

290 B. Miller, Why don’t vloggers use camcorders, Q&A 016. YouTube, (2017) 11:47. 

281 Crazy Will Tech Show, My budget YouTube camera, CANON VIXIA HF R800 Black HD Camcorder. 
YouTube, (2017) 17:40. 

292 Alpha Gaming, Pick a live stream camera: Literally everything you need to know, You Tube, (2018) 
16:19. 

283 D. Undone, Sony ZV-1: The Ultimate Review, YouTube, (2020) 19:34. 

224 A Wall, Rode CasterPro: the best USB audio mixer in 2020 (You Tubers, streaming, vocals and 
podcasting), YouTube, (2020) 7:18. 

2°5 Time travel penguin, Mixer Setup for streaming (and how to separate mic for discord), YouTube, (2018) 
25:04. 

286 Paul’s Hardware, Mic Check! Testing the Yamaha MG10XU USB Audio Mixer, YouTube, (2017) 10:19. 
287 M. Rivera, Yamaha MG10XU Animated Tech Break Down, You Tube, (2017) 21:38. 

2°8 Create Media, RODECaster Pro Complete setup & review for podcast recording livestream multitrack, 
YouTube, (2020) 41.24. 

293 K, Steckly, What to know before starting a Podcast? YouTube, (2019) 8:37. 
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The second was administration; Pastors Ellis and Nazareth laid out the case for 
this need. The Administrator is the administration of the organization. What they believe 
and their mission is directly tied to the administration and administrator. Bad government 
comes from lousy leadership at the top of the hierarchy. The administration has moved 
beyond the employee to a world of data. The administration has moved the office person 
into a more efficient data compiler, with not only compiling data but also tracking emails, 
training staff, scheduling employees, vendors, and clients. The word training as an 
administrator has grown with many different aspects of that job. It is not only 
administrating your staff and other employees. In most organizations, data is needed to 
ask for money, apply for grants, and show the public what you are doing. This data 
collection is essential, and its interpretation can lead to greatness or no funding. As I 
mentioned earlier, the small African American organization are not appropriately funded. 
Sometimes it is not having compiled and interpreted their data in an advantageous way. 
Yes, your data can be construed to favor your organization even though they did not hit 
your benchmarks. Some organizations only care for the data; it is the most important 
thing. At the same time, the client may suffer because of this data-driven passion. 

Notes on administration and leadership.*, °1, 307,309 304 

The third field of competency was counseling, I have a Master’s Degree in Social 


Work, and could not believe them. However, their point was that I needed to be more 


309 CV Anand, Public administration put through effective leadership & technology, TED xVNRVJIET. Ted 
Talks, (2019). 

301 1 Sudmann, Great Leadership starts with self-leadership, TEDxUCLouvain, Ted Talks, (2016). 

302 H. Khan, Stop Managing: Start Leading, TEDxRyerson U, Ted Talks, (2017). 

303 William Paterson SBDC, NJ Division of Revenue & Taxation small Business Registration & Reporting, 
Eventbrite-webinar, Mar. 15, 2022. 

304 William Paterson SBDC, Fundamentals of Small Business Accounting, Eventbrite-webinar, Mar. 21, 
2022. 
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diligent in my counseling skills and self-care. McPherson, Nazareth, and Wallace 
believed I needed to increase my knowledge levels. It is not only about knowing the 
criminal mind but what you do once inside that mind. 

The counseling of men can be difficult. Nurturing of this wild soul must be with 
love; spiritual love will open the mentee’s mind. While that mind is open, you must 
educate it. The Nation of Islam brought education and love to the African American 
community and changed the Black perception of life. 

The skill of counseling the ex-offender must be understood to move this man out 
of poverty and bondage. It is not the bondage of recidivism or jail but the bondage of the 
mind. Poverty will establish your position in a community and hold you in that 
community for life and generations. The established drug counseling and recidivism 
counseling services are doing very little for the person that has been to prison two or 
more times. It is these organizations that receive funding without reaching into the Black 
community for assistance. They are harming these men and driving them back into the 
street. You cannot tell a person that they are wrong for trying to make a living the only 
way they know. You must show (educate) them that there is another way to make a 
living. You can’t admonish someone for their past misdeeds, you must take them by the 
hand and walk away from the past. Show them the future, it will not be easy, but you can 
make it. 

I have continued with Continuing Education (CE) to increase my knowledge base 
for the future. I never stop learning to improve myself and my clients (mentees). This is 


the important thing in counseling to uplift and move the mentee forward in life. 
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Counseling Notes, °°, 3°°. 


305 Q. Shaw, Winning the mental battle of Physical Fitness and obesity, TEDxSpokane, Ted Talks. (2015). 
306 T, Sharot, How to motivate yourself to change your behavior, TEDxCambridge, Ted Talks, (2015). 
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APPENDIX A: PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION 


Goal 1 

EverLasting Life Foundation CDC (ELLF-CDC) & EverLasting Life Foundation 
Ministry will raise awareness at Passaic County One-Stop, administration, staff, the 
churches, and mosques of the city of the systematic recidivism, poverty, and the 
assistance needed. 
Strategy 1 Word of Mouth! Sometimes you can pass a word with reliable information, 
and it can circulate fast if it has meaning. Starting a dialogue with the above mention 
stakeholders will start the process. Facebook, Instagram, and other social media outlets 
are great catalysts to move a message forward. 
Strategy 2 Prepare to produce a quarterly newsletter (print & digital), with articles 
addressing the re-entry field such as mentoring, poverty, educational programs, 
government accountability, fiscal responsibility, wellness, entrepreneurship, and 
spirituality. 
Strategy 3 Sign into major social media accounts, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Indeed, 
YouTube, organization web-page, etc., for preparation of marketing of the demonstration 
project. 
Evaluation for Goal 1: The project evaluation will be on Facebook, and subscriptions 
for the newsletter also hits on the web page. The number of web-page hits will show if 


the public is going to your site. 
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Goal 2 

I will recruit a “Skills Team” of three to four individuals made up of professionals 
in their own right to assist in the preparation of newsletters and social media campaigns 
to address recidivism, poverty, and mentoring for the demonstration project. 
Strategy 1 Professional skills team will prepare literature on awareness of systematic 
recidivism from their professional perspective. The skills team will also bring to light the 
systematic racism in their perspective professions and how this relates to recidivism. The 
skills team will then blind this literature to a social media project. 
Strategy 2 Skills Team, tech specialist, will prepare equipment for webinars. This will 
bring awareness of recidivism using the newsletters as a guide. Newsletters and social 
media webinars will reflect from both media to guide the demonstration project. 
Strategy 3 Team building exercises by spending time together to discuss questions and 
answers of the demonstration project. Project team members are Mrs. Legon, Ms. 
Simmons, Mr. Brown, Ms. Keisha & Mr. McPherson. 
Evaluation for Goal 2: At the end of social media videos and webinars, there will be a 
short questionnaire of three to five questions. Questions will contain simple answers on a 
scale of one to five, with one being the least and five being the greatest. This link will 
then email the answer to ELLF-CDC for analysis. 
Goal 3 

The Skills Team will develop the demonstration project and implement this 


project. 


115 


Strategy 1: This demonstration project will design the necessary steps to bring awareness 
of systematic recidivism to the one-stop, the local churches, non-profits, for-profits, and 
the community. 
Strategy 2: Newsletters will be published and distributed to the public, churches, and 
AChaMP’s office at the Passaic County One-Stop. This distribution will bring awareness 
of the demonstration project and the needed assistance for those suffering from 
recidivism and poverty. 
Strategy 3: The skills team will assist in spreading awareness within 10 to 15 minute, 
videos on different subjects of the re-entry field, and the plight of recidivism towards 
men of color. 
Evaluation of Goal 3: The object is to bring awareness to the community of generational 
poverty and the trap black men and women fall into, leading to incarceration. The 
evaluation will be the community's people that physically and financially support the 
project. 

The surveys collected will be used to determine in which way the project should 
proceed. The data collection of the quarterly newsletter and videos should also push up 


the numbers on web page hits. 
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APPENDIX B: TIMELINE 


PROPOSAL TIMELINE: March 2020 to October 2021 


Proposal Design: March 2020 to October 2020 


Date Task Tools Responsibility 
Mar. Proposal Design Proposal W. Henry 
2020- 

Oct. 12, | Proposal Submission Proposal W. Henry 
2020 
Feb. 8, | Proposal Approval Proposal Approved W. Henry 
2021 
Feb. Met with Advisor Dr. Russell Approved Proposal W. Henry 
2021 
IMPLEMENTATION PHASE: March 2021— December 2021 
FINAL PROJECT SUBMISSION: December 2021 — April 2022 

Date Task Goals Responsibility 
Mar. Continue Research, study Design, web page, W. Henry & 
2021 Competencies. newsletter, videos for skills team. 

program. 

|April Continue Research with mentees | Reaching goals, pandemic W. Henry 
2021 and former offenders. shutting down resources. 
June Pull together and compile Publish web page W. Henry & 
2021 information and research. site team. 
Nov. Write demonstration project. Videos up and on web-site. | W. Henry & 
2021 site team. 
Dec. Preparing draft. Publish newsletter W. Henry & 
2021 site team. 
Feb. Submitted draft of demonstration W. Henry 
2022 project. 
March Submitted final dissertation. Working with the editor to | W. Henry 
21, 2022 meet the date. 

Prepare for Defense April 5, 2022 W. Henry 
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APPENDIX C: PROPOSAL 


Doing the Same Thing Over and Over Again, 


But Expecting Different Results; INSANITY 
BY 


WILLIAM O. HENRY 


A DEMONSTRATION PROJECT PROPOSAL 
New York Theological Seminary 


October 12, 2020 


Challenge Statement 


Ministering for over 18 years, mentoring for more than a decade, now at the Passaic 
County One-Stop, Workforce Development Board. The recidivism rate amongst men of 
color aged 18 and above is astronomical. Statistics state that 83% of released prisoners 
were rearrested within nine years. This demonstration project will design the necessary 
steps to reduce recidivism by creating awareness in the community of generational 
poverty and the need for mentorship. 


118 


TABLE OF CONTENT 


CHAPTER 1 


INTRODUCTION TO THE SETTING .................sccccecccccceccoees 


CHAPTER 2 


PRELIMINARY ANALYSES csseicsciccciaccddicectitssanenecesspaiccecseaes 


CHAPTER 3 


RESEARCH QUES DION sncccsesucssdsscsewavassdascaneciabstedessamedeseds 


CHAPTER 4 


Plan of Inipleémen tation ois cs cacissicscce ceive sos dascernddtewetaxecacsiks weceses 


CHAPTER 5 


Ministerial Competencies. css ccccssen sede ccwensseeetscewepsosa'enssewepecease 


CHAPTER 6 


Evaluation Process i cccccccscccccatecacecccacecccecsccdeccdesavecccuceetceceooces 


APPENDICES 


119 


CHAPTER 1 
THE INTRODUCTION TO THE SETTING 


Part I: General Reflections 


EverLasting Life Foundation CDC (ELLF-CDC) is a non-profit organization 
designed to help the needy, regardless of race, religion, creed, color, gender, or political 
affiliation. Another Chance Mentor Project (AChaMP) is the primary program within 
ELL-CDC, providing mentoring to ex-offenders and counseling services to men and 
women re-entering society from incarceration. Ex-offenders sometimes need another 
chance to move forward in life and then another and another chance. We must give them 
the opportunity to decide when to join society and righteousness. ELLF-CDC and 
EverLasting Life Foundation Ministry collaborate with other organizations to distribute 
turkeys, food, winter coats, clothing, toys, children’s blankets, and hygiene products to 
the needy. AChaMP office is at the Passaic County One-Stop Career Center, Workforce 
Development Board in Paterson, New Jersey. 

There was not a serious Re-Entry program in Paterson. In 2010, the New Jersey 
Department of Corrections, Chaplaincy Mentor Network Program, trained Deacon Kevin 
M. Henry (ex-offender), Rev. Doris Carter (sister of Ruben Hurricane Carter), and later 
Overseer William O. Henry (ex-offender) to become volunteer mentors with state 
clearance and access to prison facilities and half-way houses. From 2011 to the present, 
we have had up to 15 mentors assisting the organization in helping those men and women 


returning to the community of Paterson, Passaic County, and Bergen County. 
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The mentor membership has decreased since then-Governor Christie dismissed 
Chaplaincy Network Mentors. However, the number of released inmates remains high. 
AChaMP has continued to grow spiritually since that time. In 2011 EverLasting Life 
Foundation Ministry (ELLFM) was having church services at the Paterson YWCA; I 
decided to cancel services indefinitely since the strain of church, Bergen Community 
College, AChaMP, and a four-year-old was overwhelming. At this time, I knew that God 
wanted me to assist those re-entering society. Three months after leaving the YWCA, it 
closed. 

Having in-kind office space at the Workforce Development Board has assisted the 
organization tremendously. The Workforce Development Board provides the funding for 
vocational training such as commercial driver’s license (CDL) driver license, welding, 
carpentry, electrical, and any vocational fields whose classes are six months or less, 3°” 
and the field is needed according to the New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce 
(NJDOL) statistics.°°* AChaMP uses the services at the One-Stop to assist in 
employment with the NJDOL in hiring our mentees through different incentives to 
employers. The Department of Vocational Rehabilitation assists people with disabilities 
with assessments that can lead to housing, training, counseling, financial planning, and 
other services according to the individual's needs.*°” 


AChaMP also provides re-development sessions at the Islamic Mosque in 


Paterson, New Jersey, for our mentees, Passaic County Probation Services, Community 


307 Passaic County Workforce Development Board. Passaic County. http://wdbpc.org 

308 Department of Labor. State of New Jersey. 
https://www.nj.gov/labor/Iwdhome/press/2019/20190809_backwagesconstruction.shtml 

303 Department of Vocational Rehabilitation Services for Jobseekers with disabilities. 
https://nj.gov/careerconnections/plan/foryou/disable/vocational_rehabilitation_services.shtml 
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Service (PCPSCS)>"° individuals, and other men that are interested in learning of 
developing social skills, recidivism, cognitive & behavioral issues, substance abuse, 
stress, and coping skills, branches of government, etc. Re-development classes for the 
past year have been held monthly, less than 60 minutes with discussions. If the 
organization still had re-development classes, we would have discussed COVID 19 and 
George Floyd. Sometimes you have to allow them to vent their frustrations with America, 
life, the church, and other topics. This re-development session is not a Bible-based 
lecture, but biblical principles are used during the presentation. 
Part IIT: The Prodigal Son 

I, William O. Henry, was released from prison in 2006 to a halfway house in 
Newark, New Jersey. I considered the past three years I had served, my wilderness 
journey, seminary, and then practice. I became employed at Jay’s Car Wash in Paterson 
as a bookkeeper while still in the halfway house. My pastor was Bishop Joseph T. 
Robinson Sr. and co-owner of Jay’s Car Wash. Bishop Robinson has been with me 
through my many trials and tribulations (court trials and self-inflicted tribulations). I 
consider Bishop Robinson a great leader not because he didn’t give up on me but because 
he was serious in counseling and prophecy. His prophecy eventually came true! I was 
ordained an Elder in 2006 while still in the halfway house. Bishop Robinson could see 
the change that would be everlasting. 

In 2007 I was made National Overseer of the Assembly Holy House of Prayer. In 
2006 Bishop Robinson’s brother, Bishop James, prophesized that Bishop Joseph 


Robinson would start two more churches and become an Apostle. The brother Bishop 


310 Passaic County Probation Services, Community Service Program. 
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James would become the National Overseer of the three churches. In 2007, Bishop 
Robinson Started a church in Penns Grove, NJ, and Durham, NC. Bishop Joseph 
Robinson was ordained an Apostle, and the brother (James) withdrew and was never 
made Overseer. I was out of jail less than a year and was considered worthy of filling 
Bishop James ‘spot. That delivered an incredible feeling of encouragement. 

I published a Christian Newsletter from 2008 to 2010 for the brothers I left in 
prison. It was a great learning experience, and sharing the word led me to college to share 
in a more extensive and more significant way. I was installed as Pastor of EverLasting 
Life Foundation Ministry on Aug. 23, 2008 

I enrolled at Bergen Community College, Paramus, N.J., for the Winter Semester 
of 2010, studying Paralegal A.A.S. Degree. This degree was to help me understand the 
legal system with business classes so that I could write grants, proposals, and other legal 
business matters for churches, non-profits, and for-profits. 

After receiving the learning bug, I enrolled at Ramapo College of New Jersey 
after Bergen CC to obtain a bachelor’s degree in Social Science with a minor in 
Substance Abuse Counseling. Also, from Ramapo College of New Jersey, a Master’s 
Degree in Social Work in 2017. The Master’s in Social Work was a new program there, 
and I was blessed to be in the first graduating class. Those five years at Ramapo seriously 
changed my life. The skill level of the college, the professionalism, and the learning 
experience were excellent, and I tried to absorb it all. 

My theological commitments have always been toward GOD and learning of 
HIM. HE has taught me to recognize HIM, which has led me more towards HIM with 


this never-ending cycle. There are times when I absorbed every Word of God with love 
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and faith. Now I have a more profound love for HIM that I share even within my culture. 
How my mother would cook and shout,” I’m walking with the King.” I did not 
understand that as a child, but today, I know why I am still in the race to assist in this 
tremendous soul-saving journey. I whisper of God’s love to the lost, of the grace given 
freely. I have accepted this love and grace (reconciliation) and work to plant seeds of life 
every day to share this love and grace. As we speak of culture, we need to spread our 
family culture with our children. It is this sharing that will grow them. Our testimonies 
will reflect God’s love and grace to our children that they might believe. This black 
man’s culture is not on Facebook or Instagram; it is within us and must be shared. 

We work with our mentees, trying our hardest to get them employment housing 
and fill their immediate and later long-term needs. They, the powers that be, saw us at 
Dunkin Donuts, our office at that time, and knew we were doing the work. The Passaic 
County Workforce Development Board’s gift of in-kind space moved the organization 
forward by putting us within the county and state social services, attending college while 
refining the organization’s goals and objectives in the re-entry field and mentoring. 

Part II: The Need for Mentoring 

The resources used are the mentor’s individual strengths to assist those returning 
home and back into our communities. There are no grants for mentoring. There are grants 
for life skills, G.E.D. training & testing, vocational careers, behavioral counseling, and 
even resource centers. However, I believe that mentoring is essential in assisting men and 
women returning home. The government’s Second Chance Act also holds this belief.>"! 
The mentor is invested in seeing to the well-being of the mentee. The best mentors can 


311 The Nation Reentry Resource Center. Second Chance Act Grant Program. 
https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/projects/second-chance-act/ 
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relate to the mentee, whether they have served time in prison or a close family member 
has or some other investment for the mentee. For the mentee to have a religious belief is a 
plus for the mentor. 

AChaMP now has five mentors at this time in 2020. The mentors have an 
invested interest in the program of those formerly incarcerated. As AChaMP moves 
forward with lecturing at New Jersey Re-Entry Corporation weekly, AChaMP visits 
halfway houses in Newark, New Jersey, and participates in seminars, workshops, and 
conferences lecturing on the re-entry process. The holistic approach to re-entry works; 
the mentor must meet the mentee in their need, with words of encouragement, release 


preparation, family planning, a release plan, and assistance in life, once released. 
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CHAPTER II: 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE CHALLENGE 


Who is at Fault, the Individual or the Government? 


The recidivism rate amongst men of color aged 18 and above is astronomical. 
Black men are arrested more, sentenced more harshly, and not given the proper tools at 
corrections and upon release than men of other races. Yet, the government expects these 
individuals not to recidivate. Black men have been systematically disassociated from 
society to give them an inferior chance at surviving in America. Black men as children 
are provided less of education in a failing school system in the majority of urban areas. 
The African American male population is about 6.1% national,*!? and about 7% in New 
Jersey.*!? About 6% of Black men (18-64 years old) are incarcerated in federal prisons, 
state corrections, and county jails. More troubling is that about 34% of working-a black 
men who were not incarcerated were ex-offenders and had previously been convicted of a 
felony.?'* With 6.1% black male population nationally and 6% of the black male 


population incarcerated, which is a narrow band for this project.>!° 


312 McKinnon, J. & Bennett, C. We the people: blacks in the U.S. U.S. Census Bureau. 
https://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/censr-25.pdf (2005) 

313 Census. Quick Facts: New Jersey. (07/01/2019). 

314 Black Demographics: The African American Population. Accessed on Aug. 14, 2020. 
https://blackdemographics.com/population/black-male-statistics/ (2013). 

315 Black Demographics: The African American Population. Accessed on Aug. 14, 2020. 


https://blackdemographics.com/population/black-male-statistics/ (2013). 
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After mentoring ex-offenders for the past ten years, I now have an office at the 
Paterson, One-Stop, Workforce Development Board with resources such as the 
Department of Labor (DOL), Division of Vocation Rehabilitation (DVR), Passaic County 
Workforce, and Passaic County Community College (PCCC). 

Statistics state that 83% of released prisoners were rearrested within nine years, 
79% within six years, and 68% within three years.*!° Nationally, the unemployment rate 
for formerly incarcerated people is five times higher than that of the general public.?"’ 

The African American urban population has been estranged from society for 
numerous generations, and the ex-offender does not look at society as a place they 
belong. Many ex-offenders need counseling for substance abuse, cognitive & behavioral 
issues, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), post-traumatic slave syndrome, other 
conditions, and co-occurring issues that are never diagnosed. The lack of proper medical 
and mental health care, education, and continuing education while incarcerated for these 
men is horrific. The average prison sentence in New Jersey is six years. 

Part 2: What is Poverty? 

“Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. It 

means a lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. It means not 

having enough to feed and clothe a family, not having a school or clinic to go to, 
not having access to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness and exclusion of 
individuals, households and communities. It means susceptibility to violence, and 


it often implies living on marginal or fragile environments, without access to 
clean water or sanitation.*!® 


316 Alper, M., Durose, M & Markman, S. 

317 Couloute, Lucius & Kope, Daniel. 

318 John S. Watson, Institute for Public Policy of Thomas Edison State University. Cost of Poverty: The 
Perpetuating Cycle of Concentrated Poverty in New Jersey Cities. Anti-Poverty Network of New Jersey. 
(2016, Pg.9) 
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I name poverty as one of the major origins of incarceration and recidivism among 
urban men throughout the country—Paterson’s poverty rate of 29%, with a median 
income of $36,106.°'? However, the cost of living in Passaic County for one person was 
$33,658 in 2014.37 
The United States, Health and Human Services says a person in poverty makes less than 
$12,060.°?! How can our young and older men survive post-incarceration with this fight 
against Goliath? The few former felons’ that make up the 17% over a 9-year period that 
are not rearrested is primarily due to them not living in poverty. >” Someone, whether a 
parent, sibling, spouse, or friend, is not living in poverty and brings the newly released 
person out of poverty. This support system gives them stability to live and not recidivate. 
They do not have to make the $12,060 to $33,658 to survive because someone else is 
making up the slack until the ex-offender can become productive in this capitalistic 
society. When I was released in 2006, my wife of six years was gainfully employed; this 
moved me out of poverty. I had a tough time finding employment like most former 
felons. 

Mentoring became a part of my life before I was released. I did not realize I was 
mentoring my past incarcerated brothers until Ramapo College. Professional mentoring 
with the experience of prison, legal system, education, religion, and love is the key to 


reducing recidivism.*~ 


319 Data USA 

320 Real Cost of Living Calculator. Legal Services of N.J. www.I|snj.org 

321 9919 Poverty Guidelines. ASPE. www.aspe.hhs.gov (2017). 

322 Alper, M., Durose, M. & Markman, S. 2018 Update on Prisoner Recidivism: a 9-year follow-up Period 
(2005-2014). United States Department of Justice. (2018). 

323 Second Chance Act Programs Supporting Community-Based Mentoring and Transitional Services for 
Adults. The Nation Reentry Resource Center. 
https://nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/second-chance-act-mentoring-grant-program/ 
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Black churches and organizations in the urban community never receive the 
needed support to fully accomplish their mission. However, it is met, God works in 
strange ways; as I encourage the ex-offender, I also promote the non-profits making 


many sacrifices to assist the public. 
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CHAPTER III: RESEARCH QUESTION 


Historical, RESEARCH QUESTION 


Is there a historical correlation between poverty and recidivism rates of men of 
color? The powers that be have always stated that the black incarcerated population 
cannot be helped; they are habitual criminals.*?* Some have said that the inability of the 
formerly incarcerated is due to their cultural, generational habits. Or, can slavery be 


considered the catalyst of recidivism among black men? 


Biblical, RESEARCH QUESTION 
Does the biblical story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32) relate to the 


recidivism rates of some men of color? As I look at the prodigal son, I see myself as a 
child knowing of God but wanting more as I grew. Like the prodigal son, I left home 
looking for more in what I thought was a beautiful world. The world without God, and 


look where it got me. 


Social Economic, RESEARCH QUESTION 


Do the church and community understand the process behind recidivism and its 
history of induced poverty? The community recognizes these men of color going in and 
out of jail but do they comprehend the process behind the sentencing. The African 


American community has always been discriminated against, and the community looks at 


324 Bynum, W.F.; Shepherd, Michael & Porter, Roy. Anatomy of Madness Vol. 3. Routledge: London (1988) 
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this discrimination as a part of life. Are the black men returning to prison also looked at 


as just a part of life in the African American community? 
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CHAPTER V: ASSESSMENT OF COMPETENCY 


Candidate: William O. Henry 

On May 21 at 7:30, the site team zoom meeting took place with all in attendance: 
Rev. Bob Ellis (Valdosta, GA), Mr. Jawaine McPherson (Paterson, NJ), Rev. Brian 
Nazareth (Atlanta, GA), Min. Ann Addison (Paterson, NJ), Ms. Cinda Wallace (Paterson, 
NJ). I started the meeting and would step out until I was needed. Ms. Wallace would act 
as secretary and finalize the decisions. 

The site team without Wm. Henry decided to group Theologian, Preacher, 
Worship Leader, Prophet Agent, Religious Educator, Pastor/ Shepherd and Spiritual 
Leader, Ecumenist, Evangelist, Cultural Proficiency, into 1 Group. They then grouped 
Leader, Change Agent, Administration, Professional Skills, Financial Management into a 
group 2. 

Theologian 

The Candidate knows the significance of studying a variety of theologians and 
philosophies within the church and urban community. The candidate can relate the 
interpretations to today’s issues and provide a rational understanding to the community. 
Preacher 

The candidate’s theological interpretations can be used in today’s world with scripture to 
provide an understanding to the community and church. The preacher must be able to 
reach his audience and leave them with a desire to hear more. 
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Worship Leader 

According to doctrine and ceremonies, the candidate knows how to lead a service and its 
different rituals. The candidate knows how to prepare for other forms of worship and 
special events. 

Prophetic Agent 

The candidate has empathy for victims of injustice. The candidate knows how to prepare 
and participate in events to communicate and inspire change in an unjust system. 
Religious Educator 

The candidate studies and understands education on a spiritual and secular level. He has a 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Science with a minor in Substance Abuse Counseling also a 
Master of Social Work degree to treat an at-risk population. 

Pastor 

The practitioner knows how to assist his church family in their needs with different 
services from bereavements to food pantries. He also knows how to involve the church in 
its various programs and events to move the whole church forward. 

Spiritual Leader 

The candidate observes personal worship regularly and is spiritually attuned to the 
practices of his relationship with God. He knows how to teach others regularity in 


worship and leadership. 
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Ecumenist 

The practitioner knows how to prepare when fellowshipping with other cultures, 
religions, and denominational rituals. He shares food, clothing, coats, turkeys, and toys 
with different faiths and denominations within the community to serve the city. 
Evangelist 

The practitioner knows how to deliver an exegeses message to that particular community 
that is relatable and current. He will not delegate another culture or religion to get a 
message through. 

Leader 

The practitioner can take charge when needed. He knows how to delegate responsibility 
using his knowledge and recognizing the abilities of others. He also believes in 
collaborating with other churches and organizations to move a cause forward more. 
Professional 

The candidate can manage time well and finish projects on time. He can communicate his 
and others’ ideals concisely and accurately. Has an excellent ability to handle conflicts 
within a team. 

The Site Team came on to discuss all of the choices and came up with the three 
competencies that needed development. Each site team member spoke and gave their 
opinion on what they believed I should develop for the proposal and dissertation. 

1. Social Media/ Technology 
2. Administration 


3. Counseling 
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Technology/ Social Media 
To become more technological and social media savvy. Mr. McPherson explained to the 
Site Team that this was the number one needed competency, especially since Covid-19 
and the separation of people at that time. 
Strategies: 
a. I will learn to shoot videos on a green screen and podcasting—the challenges of 
podcasting and video streaming these broadcasts. 
b. The skill of maximizing the use of software for presentations and adding these 
presentations to video broadcasts. 
c. The next challenge will be adding social media to the website while adding the 
video to social media apps. (Tweeter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, etc.) 
Evaluation: 
a. Ihave spent more than10 hours on YouTube researching, social media, podcasts, 


shooting video, running an analog & digital mixer and lighting, etc. (Notes 
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eae 326 327 328 329 330 331 332 333 334 335 336 337 338 339 340 341 342 343 
> > 


> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 


below. 


344 345 346 347 348 349 350 351 352 


> > > > > > > > 


On YouTube to maximize presentation software and its effects in the video. . 

b. Social media applications such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, new 
apps, etc. I have been spending time on the above apps learning to connect these 
apps to the organization’s websites, and achieving the full potential in marketing 


the product or brand. 


325 J. Mercedes, What it takes to film a podcast. YouTube, (2018) 10:10 

326 B&H Photo Video, How to Start a Podcast 2020: Podcasting for Beginners. YouTube, (2020) 11:47 
327 Think Media, Should | Start a You Tube Channel or Podcast? (Pro & Cons). YouTube, (2019) 22:22 
328 Think Media, How to make you Tube Videos on your Phone start to finish! YouTube, (2019) 39:10 
323 Geekception, How to start a Podcast for free in 2020! YouTube, (2020) 6:02 

330 B. Tomasso, The Easiest way to start a podcast in 2020, iPad Pro workflow Tutorial + RODE NT-USB 
Mini. YouTube, (2020) 10:07 

331 |. O’Neal, 6 Huge Podcast Mistakes to Avoid, How to Podcast. YouTube, (2018). 15:59 

332 7, Babcock, Podcast monetization: 7 Ways on How to make money from your Podcast. YouTube, 
(2020). 9:44 

333 A. Savage, Tested in-depth: audio gear for podcast recording. YouTube, (2014). 39:01 

334 Dusty Porter, Zoom Full Tutorial overview-video conferencing made easy. YouTube, (2020) 20:44 
335 Hotandflashy, How to look Good on Video calls for Zoom, Facetime, Skype. YouTube, (2020) 11:52 
336 Dottotech, Zoom Video Effects -Green Screen and Background Tutorial. YouTube, (2020) 11:03 

337 | O’ Neal, 2020: How to set up a mixer for a podcast Mix minus mixer setup. YouTube, (2020) 28:25 
338 MarkusPix, Worlds Cheapest and Amazing Camcorders EPIC Video. YouTube, (2020) 31:57 

339 Think Media, Camcorder VS. DSLR for Video, YouTube and Vlogging? YouTube, (2017) 11:50 

340 Think Media, Best Camera and Equipment for YouTube 2020. YouTube, (2020) 54:25 

341 Alpha Gaming, $160 4K Webcam Vs. $26 Cheap Chinese knockoff Webcam. YouTube, (2020) 18:29 
342 J. Dovey, Mistakes New Youtubers make & 15 Tips to avoid them. YouTube, (2019) 18:07 

343 B. Miller, Why don’t vloggers use camcorders, Q&A 016. YouTube, (2017) 11:47 

344 Crazy Will, Tech Show My budget YouTube camera, CANON VIXIA HF R800 Black HD Camcorder. 
YouTube, (2017) 17:40 

345 Aloha Gaming, Pick a live stream camera, literally everything you need to know. You Tube, (2018) 
346 D. Undone, Sony ZV-1: The Ultimate Review. YouTube, (2020) 19:34 

347 A Wall, Rode CasterPro: the best USB audio mixer in 2020 (You Tubers, streaming, vocals and 
podcasting.) YouTube, (2020) 7:18 

348 Time travel Penguin, Mixer Setup for streaming (and how to separate mic for discord). YouTube, (2018) 
25:04 

343 Paul’s Hardware, Mic Check! Testing the Yamaha MG10XU USB Audio Mixer. YouTube, (2017) 10:19 
350 1, Rivera, Yamaha MG10XU Animated Tech Break Down. You Tube, (2017) 21:38 

351 Create Media, RODECaster Pro Complete setup & review for podcast recording livestream multitrack. 
YouTube, (2020) 41.24 

352 K. Steckly, What to know before starting a Podcast? YouTube, (2019). 8:37 
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Administration 
To define and analyze a task or problem succinctly, establish concrete and realistic goals, 
develop strategies that flow out of these goals, and initiate a transparent, ongoing 
evaluation process. 
Strategies 

a. Iwill attend business and leadership workshops in the near future. 

b. I will read a book on administration and leadership. Since they grouped those two 

into one category. 
c. Iwill also watch several Ted Talks on administration and leadership. 


Evaluations 


353 354 355 
5 . 


> 


a. Ihave watched several Ted Talks on administration and leadership. 
Counseling 
They are concerned with the work of healing, sustaining, guiding, reconciling, and self- 
care. 
Strategies 

a. I will immediately start looking for Continuing Education Credits (CEC) classes 

in counseling & social work to attend. 
b. I will watch several Ted Talks on counseling. 
c. After my dissertation and presentation, I will study and take the State License of 


Social Work examination in New Jersey. 


353 CV Anand, Public administration put through effective leadership & technology, TED xVNRVJIET, Ted 
Talks, (2019). 

354 | Sudmann, Great Leadership starts with self-leadership, TEDxUCLouvain, Ted Talks, (2016) 

355 H. Khan, Stop Managing, Start Leading, TEDxRyersonu, Ted Talks, (2017). 
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Evaluation 
I have watched several Ted Talks on counseling in different fields.*°°, °°’ When available, 
I will continue with C.E.C.’s and take the license examination for Social Work in New 


Jersey. 


356 R. Meerman, The mathematics of weight loss, TEDXQUT, Ted Talks, 2014. 
357 Q, Shaw, Winning the mental battle of Physical Fitness and obesity, TEDxSpokan, Ted Talks, 2015. 
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CHAPTER VI: EVALUATION 


The evaluation of this Demonstration Project of recidivism of men of color aged 


24 and above. It will mainly be a collection of data to improve the process of mentoring 


and counseling, with the central topic being poverty and expansion of awareness not only 


to the mentee but to the general public, community, and churches. 


Theory of Change 


We will look for a change in the mentee, the mentoring & counseling services, the 


community, and government oversight of the judicial system. 


1. 


The mentoring program will record all mentee data such as initial assessment, 
ethnographic assessment, counseling progress, mentor’s observations, and 
assessments of the mentee. The ethnographic assessment will determine the 
mentee’s past family origins and determine the risk of mental, medical, and 
judicial issues past, present, and future. In addition, this ethnographic study can 
evaluate the mentee’s children’s future. And this can be adjusted in the child 
before it becomes an issue in the future. 

The mentoring and counseling will be regimental in following procedures and 
determining when to deviate to produce a change in the mentee. The session will 
be on poverty and how it affects the mentee and their family. How to budget to 
move out of poverty. Financial responsibility to oneself and family, you are not 
the person of your past but a new creation. Like the prodigal son, there will be 


those who do not believe in the change in handling these situations. The mentee 
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must learn to control their emotions and behavior if they have had issues in the 
past. The mentee must also understand the need for education and re-educating 
themselves, and this does not have to be school or college. 

3. The community must be aware of the need for change within the mentee and 
within the community. The community should be asking for better services for the 
mentee and the community. The community must use the mentees to build the 
community, and the mentee will then learn how easy it is to damage the 
community. 

4. The public’s awareness of the mentees’ plight with the advocacy of the mentoring 
program are needed to change government policy to assist the mentee and not 
hinder their rehabilitation. 


Yearly Evaluation Process 


The program will evaluate itself yearly to determine what is needed and what isn’t 
being performed for the mentee’s benefit. Surveys conducted by the mentee during the 
year will be looked at to determine the yearly, monthly, and even weekly changes that are 
needed within the organization. Surveys will also be used during awareness workshops 
and conferences. 


Major Evaluation Project 


The primary evaluation process will take place every leap year. The fall college 
semester before leap year will begin the first two evaluations. The second evaluation is in 
the Spring of leap year. We will ask for Master of Social Work students to intern and 
perform a research project on the mentoring program. Research projects are a 


requirement of the master’s program. 
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The organization will not interfere with the intern’s evaluation and will give them 
full access to files with redactions needed to secure the mentees’ mental and medical 
records. The interns will be asked to evaluate the four categories of change as listed 
above. 

The two evaluations from the fall before leap year and spring during leap year 
will be combined to determine the needed changes within the organization. The changes 
will take place during the remainder of the leap year. 

We hope that this research evaluation will give us an insight into the organization. 
It may come with harsh realities; however, this observation or fresh eyes can benefit an 


organization significantly. 
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Appendix | 
Timeline 


Date Task / Activity Tools to Complete Task Person 
Responsible 
1/2019 Challenge Statement & W.H. 
Research Questions, drafts 
2/2020 Challenge Statement & W.H. 
Research Questions draft 
Intro to Setting 1“ draft Site team telephone W.H. 
Pick & ask to be on the site 
team 
3/2020 Challenge statement, W.H 
Research question, Intro to 
setting, analysis of the 
Challenges 
4/2020 Challenge statement, Site team - ZOOM W.H. 
Research question, Intro to site team 
setting, analysis of 
challenges, discuss 
competencies with the site 
team. 
4/2020 March 28 to April 10", 
quarantined for 14 days. 
Hospitalized Covid-19 
5/2020 Final proofs Personal & ZOOM 
intro to setting B.E. 
analysis of challenge BN. 
research questions J.McP. 
competencies W.H. 
plan of Implementation C.W. 
6/2020 Complete proofing of ZOOM & many emails | B.E. & W.H. 
Chapters | to 5. 
6/2020 Perform editing Proposal B.E. & W.H. 
6/30/2020 
7/2020 Proposal approval? 
7/2020 Meet with the site team to ZOOM W.H., site 


discuss skills team and 
duties 


team, & skills 
team 


Catch up on homework this 
month. 
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7/2020 Discuss implementation ZOOM W.H. & skills 
goals 1: with the skills team. team. 

8/2020 The skills team discusses ZOOM skills team & 
the implementation of Goals W.H. 

2&3 

8/2020 Site Team’s work on the ZOOM site team & 
dissertation, what’s W.H. 
missing? 

8/2020 All homework turned in by W.H. 
the end of August. 

9/2020 Is all homework turned in? W.H. 

1/2021 Newsletter preparation In-person, ZOOM W.H. & skills 
Video of project awareness team 
drafts and editing, release in 
October both. 

3/2021 The site team will be In-person & ZOOM W.H. & site 
concluding the dissertation 
and presentation. 

6/2021 Printing of newsletters and W.H. & skills 
distribution at One-Stop, team. 
churches, mosques, and 
community. Ask people to 
reply to enclosed surveys. 

6/2021 Broadcast videos ask people W.H. & skills 
to reply to surveys. team. 

10/2021 The site team must assist in 
finishing the total project by 
November 2021 

11/2021 The site team must finish In-person and ZOOM W.H. & site 
the dissertation and team. 
presentation project by the 
first week. 

1/2022 Skills team prepare W.H. & skills 
newsletter and video team. 
production for the next 
quarter. 

1/2022 Prepare personally for In-person and ZOOM W.H. & site 
presentation in February team. 

2022 

1/2022 Prepare for presentation W.H. 

1/2021 Prepare for the printing of | In-person and ZOOM W.H. & skills 
newsletter & distribution, team. 


finish video editing for 
February. 
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Appendix 2 
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Budget & Timeline 

Date Task / Activity Tools to Complete Task | Cost / Funding 

3/2020 Hospitalized Covid-19, New Plan Revealed. 
from March 28 to April 10", 
then quarantined 14 days. 

4/2020 Needed for the Purchased 2- Wireless W.H./ $70 
implementation project. Microphones 

5/2020 Final Project proofs W.H. 

Plan of Implementation 

7/2020 Proposal approval? 

7/2020 Meet with the site team to ZOOM and In-person. W.H., site 
discuss skills team and both | Revise Web-Site team, & skills 
teams’ duties. team 

7/2020 Discuss implementation Lighting ordered for W.H./ $90 
goals 1: with skills team. video presentations 

1/2021 Skills team discuss the Order sound mixer asks_ | W.H./ $250 
implementation of Goals for donations. Order 
2&3 Green Screen. 

4/2021 Newsletter preparation Prepare the printer for W.H. & skills 
Video of project awareness | the upcoming team 
drafts and editing, release in | Newsletter. Lunch with | W.H. / $300 
October both. Skills team. Order 

camcorders; iPhone can 
be substituted until 
received. 

10/2021 1“ Quarter/ Printing of Printing of newsletter. W.H. & skills 
newsletters and distribution team. 
at One-Stop, churches, Donation $150 
mosques, and community. per quarter. 
Ask people to reply to 
enclosed surveys. 

10/2021 Broadcast videos ask people W.H. & skills 
to reply to surveys. team. 

11/2021 Skills team prepare W.H. 
newsletter and video 
production for the next 
quarter. 


1/2022 Prepare personally for W.H. & Site 
presentation in February Team 
2022 

1/2022 The skills team meets to ZOOM Skills team & 
discuss data collection. site team 

1/2022 Prepare for the printing of Lunch for skills team in | Skills Team 


newsletter & distribution, 
finish video editing for 
February, 2"4 Quarter, 2022 


person. 
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Equipment needed and other expenses. 


2 — Microphones, wireless 

Lighting — 3 

Green Screen — 10’ X10” 

2 — Camcorders, 4K or 1080 P 

1 - Sound Mixer, Yamaha 10 inputs, Aux send 
Miscellaneous plugs and cables 

Web-Site, GoDaddy 

Newsletter printing, per quarter, 8 pgs. Color, 500 books 
Travel 


In addition 
Lighting — 2 
2 - Dynamic Microphones, wireless 


Total 


# Paid for by W.H. 
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$70 
$90 
$50 
$300 
$250 
$100 
$200 
$150 
$200 


$60 
$80 


$1,470.0 


APPENDIX D 
Mentee Lecture & Questionnaire 

The lecture for my mentees begins with “who are you’? This takes time to see 
what they think of themselves, sometimes moving into the bad things in their lives. I have 
to explain that the bad things in your life doesn’t make you a bad person. What lies 
behind the reasons for those bad decisions at that time? You must figure out who you are 
and who you would like to be. This is done in the mindset of motivational interviewing, 
where you try to lead them in the right direction without saying it. 

The seven days of the program are poverty; I look at poverty as the primary force 
that holds black and the poor in bondage for generations. This is a discussion with 12 or 
fewer mentees. The less the number, the more information I can give each individual. 
Let’s start the lecture: 


Albert Einstein says, “if I had an hour to solve a problem, I’d spend 55 minutes 
thinking about the issue and 5 minutes thinking about the solution.*°* We will now take a 


long look at poverty, what it is and how it may affect life. 


358 Quote Investigator, https://quoteinvestigator.com/2014/05/22/solve/, (accessed February 23, 2022) 
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Day I: Poverty 


“Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. It 
means a lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. It means not 
having enough to feed and clothing a family, not having a school or clinic to go 
to, not having access to credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness, and exclusion 
of individuals, households, and communities. It means susceptibility to violence, 
and it often implies living in marginal or fragile environments without access to 
clean water or sanitation.>°? 


1) Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity. 
According to the Declaration of Independence, you cannot be denied these opportunities 
and rights. The United States Declaration of Independence states that all men are created 
equal and have unalienable rights; life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.° 


361 Tf you are 


Unalienable or inalienable means this cannot be denied or taken away. 
denied this, a law has to been broken; the denial of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. However, our lawmakers and upholders of these laws do not apply them to the 
poor or needy of America. To treat someone, a fellow human being, without dignity, is 
treasonous. 

2) It means a lack of basic capacity to participate effectively in society. They may not be 
able to participate in the community, but maybe society has rejected them to the point of 
mental inferiority. A person who cannot participate could mean a handicap, formerly 
incarcerated, LGBQ, gender, religion, lack of education, or even political affiliation in 
this day. Maybe life has been so bad they have given up on society. 

3) It means not having enough to feed and clothe a family, not having a school or clinic 


to go to, not having access to credit and not having access to credit, or being charged a 


much higher interest rate that they would not be able to afford. There should not be 


359 John S. Watson, Institute for Public Policy of Thomas Edison State University. Cost of Poverty: The 
Perpetuating Cycle of Concentrated Poverty in New Jersey Cities. Anti-Poverty Network of New Jersey. 
(2016, Pg.9) 

360 Declaration of Independence, 

361 Dictionary.com, unalienable, 
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anyone living with mal-nutrition in this day and time. Today, children are not being 
educated in fear of being deported, their parents not getting the needed medical issues 
cared for because of fear of deportation. How can we give our children born in the United 
States sub-standard education and health care as a society? The food goes to waste in 
these states, but hunger has not been eliminated. 

4) It means insecurity, powerlessness, and exclusion of individuals, households, and 
communities. 

You are secluded from society because of the community you live in, you are ridiculed 
for living in a bad neighborhood, but you can’t afford to move out. Because of this 
neighborhood, your children are given substandard teaching in school. You may not get 
hired because you live in this neighborhood. 

5) It means susceptibility to violence, and it often implies living in marginal or fragile 
environments without access to clean water or sanitation. 

Flint, Michigan, officials switched the water supply to save money. At the expense of the 
people. It took three years to fix a problem that should have never occurred. And the 
people still do not trust the water. 

There is “Room at the Top” for you, but can you change to get there. There can be 
no change without practicing that change. It must be practiced with a positive attitude of 
change. It would help change how you think and look at the world. Your perception of 
life must change; you can’t get to the top thinking how you used to think. Be innovative 
as you used to be, but constantly check yourself to not go too far. Remember, you don’t 
want to return to who you used to be. This is a new person (Creation in Christ.) The 
apostle Paul says you must examine yourself; I constantly say until it is a part of you, this 


new you, the one reaching for the Top. 
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Day II 


Then God said, “Let Us (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness [not physical, but a spiritual personality and moral 
likeness]; and let them have complete authority over the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the air, the cattle, and over the entire earth, and over everything that 

creeps and crawls on the earth.” °©’Gen. 1:26 AMP 


Day II: Mental Issues and Generational Curses 


We are all men here; let us not be offended by self-reflection or others’ opinions. This is 
a time of actual change in your life if you are willing to open your heart and mind. 
Racism 

*The African American male population is about 6.1% national and about 7% in New 
Jersey, which is a narrow band for this project. 

*Black men are arrested more, sentenced more harshly, and not given the proper tools at 
corrections than men of other races. 

*Yet, the government expects these individuals not to recidivate. 

*Black men have been systematically disassociated from society to give them an inferior 
chance at surviving in America. 

*Black men as children are provided less education in a failing school system in most 
urban areas. In addition, punished more harshly than other students in all grade levels. 
*Statistics state that 83% of released prisoners were rearrested within nine years, 79% 
within six years, and 68% within three years. 

*Nationally, the unemployment rate for formerly incarcerated people is five times higher 
than that of the general public. 


(Discussion during and after) 


362 Bible Hub. Genesis 1:26, Amplified Version. Accessed 6/5/2021. https://biblehub.com/genesis/1- 
26.htm 
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The Psychological Effects of Racism go to YouTube, Dr. Joy DeGruy, Post Traumatic 
Slave Disorder, YouTube, 1:21:35, September 12, 2016, 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGjSday/7f_ 8. 


Genealogy Vs. Medicine = Disorder 

Your family genealogy is you! Have you heard you are what you eat? We have a 
health plate with a presenter telling you the importance of eating right and what to eat, for 
a healthier lifestyle. 


The medication you take can be a factor in genealogy. What is its effect on you? 
Suboxone, as an example, is used to treat heroin and opioid addictions.* However, it is 
not suitable for your liver. Yet, Suboxone is better than buying heroin on the streets. 
Throughout life, there is a scale that needs balancing, and it’s your scale, and you need to 
balance it with self-care in mind. 

(Discussion) 

PTSD: 

Bipolar: Anxiety & Depression 

(Discussion) 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], 
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this [present] 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 


(supernatural) places.7 


363 Peter Grinspoon, 5 myths about using Suboxone to treat opiate addiction, October 7, 2021, Harvard 
Health Publishing, Harvard Medical School, https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/5-myths-about-using- 
suboxone-to-treat-opiate-addiction-2018032014496, (accessed February 22, 2022). 

364 Bible Hub. Ephesians 6:12, Amplified Bible. Accessed on 6/5/2021. https://biblehub.com/ephesians/6- 
12.htm 
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Generational Curses, watch the beginning of the video for 15 minutes or more (then 
discussions). 
Dr. Wayne Richards / https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qx50s9UkpvM 
Ch Session Part#1 9 reasons Demonic Doors are open/ Deliverance Chronicles TV*® 
You can’t escape this on your own; you do need help. Black men and mentees do 
not like help and opening up to other men. They feel they can do this change on their 
own. I am here to tell you, accept the help, accept the mentoring. This is your life; no one 
will try and make you do anything; it is all on you. 
(Discussion) 
It will take painful self-reflection and change to move beyond this internal debt. 
This will not be an easy task, but who said life would be easy. This will build character! 
Character is the true you; this is what God needs from your “character.” 


(Discussion) 


365 Wayne Richards, Part 1:9 Reasons Demonic Doors are open, YouTube Video, 1:31:35, March 8, 2021, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=Qx50s9UkpvM. 
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Day III 

Evil does not exist or at least it does not exist unto itself. Evil is simply the 
absence of God. It is just like darkness and cold, a word that man has created to 

describe the absence of God. God did not create evil. Evil is not like faith, or love 

that exists just as does light and heat. Evil is the result of what happens when man 
does not have God's love present in his heart. It's like the cold that comes when 


there is no heat or the darkness that comes when there is no light.*° By Albert 
Einstein 


Day III; Partner 

The Holy Bible tells men to “love your wives,” but none of the old versions of the 
Bible say for women to love their husbands; why? 
Who do you love? Do you love yourself? Sometimes we end up with a partner to 
appease someone else. Uncontrollable urges have us with someone we don’t love or even 
care for. Uncontrollable urges have some of us with a partner that cares nothing for you. 
(Discussion) 

Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved 

by her husband, yet is committing adultery, as the LORD loves the sons of Israel, 

though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.’>°’ Hosea 3, NASB 

Why can’t we forgive our partner for the most pity of reasons? 
(Discussion) 

Why can’t we marry our partners and be faithful to them as God has been Faithful 
to us? 
(Discussion) 


366 AZ Quotes, Albert Einstein. https://www.azquotes.com/quote/616990. (accessed on 6/5/2021). 
367 Bible Hub. Hosea 3, NASB. Accessed on 6/5/2021. https://biblehub.com/nasb_/hosea/3.htm 
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Do you love your community? Where have you lived for the past 20 years? Do 
you get along with your neighbors? Anger issues, where do they come from? Does the 
community understand your personal problems with recidivism? Fatherless: Why is it 
that the orphan (or child of a single parent) leaves his children? 

(Discussion) 
Find a good partner (spouse) and together move forward in life. Teamwork makes dreams 
work. 

You have to find self-love before you can love someone else. You can work on 
self-love with your partner, but you have to make it work. This is where discipline 
supersedes all internal feelings. Discipline moves you from self-love to loving your 
partner, loving your community. Discipline builds character; character leads the way to 
love. Love is a big word, and once you understand what love is, it will change how you 
look at the world. 


(Discussion) 
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Day IV 


14-18 “It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants 
together and delegated responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to 
another two thousand, to a third one thousand, depending on their abilities. Then 
he left. Right off, the first servant went to work and doubled his master’s 
investment. The second did the same. But the man with the single thousand dug a 
hole and carefully buried his master’s money. 

19-21 “After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and 
settled up with them. The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had 
doubled his investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your 
job well. From now on be my partner.’ 

22-23 “The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his 
master’s investment. His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job 
well. From now on be my partner.’ 

24-25 “The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high 
standards and hate careless ways, that you demand the best and make no 
allowances for error. I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good hiding 
place and secured your money. Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.’ 
26-27 “The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live 
cautiously like that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the 
least? The least you could have done would have been to invest the sum with the 
bankers, where at least I would have gotten a little interest. 

28-30 “‘Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid 
of this “play-it-safe” who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter 
darkness.’368 

Matthew 25:14-30, Message Bible 


Day IV 


Fiscal Responsibility 


Why did he not invest in the talent God had given to him. My takeaway is fear! Are you 


more afraid of losing than winning? 


Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. James 1:27 
AMP 


368 BibleGateway. The Message Bible, Matthew 25:14-30, Accessed on 6/5/2021. 
https://www. biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30&version=MSG 
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(Discussion) 

Rule number 1, Save, Save, and Save! You have to teach yourself to save money and not 
get caught up in the worldly way of life. You can look good without Versace and Louis 
Vuitton; yes, there are benefits in designer clothes but are you buying them for the 


benefits or worldly trends. 
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Day V 
Mohammad Ali said a man who thinks the same at 50, as you did at 20, has lost 
30 years of his life3” 
Day V the Mentor 
What is a Mentor? 

I am a professional Mentor; it is not my job to tell you what to do. But to give you 
options in accomplishing your mission in life. God has blessed me with making me look 
good while HE is working on the mentee in reality! 

My story, EverLasting Life Foundation Ministry- Another Chance Mentor 
Project, New Jersey Corrections Chaplaincy Network, Bergen Community College (Para- 
Legal degree), Ramapo College Social Science, Bachelor of Arts, Master of Social Work, 
Christian Newsletter, etc. However, this does not make me a professional in this field. 
My experience behind bars gives me expertise in this field. I have the same problems that 
my mentees have. I suffer through the same challenges in life as my mentees. 

What my degree does is assist me in finding the resources that the mentee needs. 
Some need more than others. Some only want a birth certificate. I know they need more 
than that, but I assist them in obtaining the birth certificate and let them go. I am there 
for you (the mentee) if you need help. 


(Discussion) 


369 Muhammad Ali, #0 of Muhammad Ali’s best quotes, USA today.com, 3 June 2016, 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/boxing/2016/06/03/muhammad-ali-best-quotes- 
boxing/85370850/ 
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DNA Markers and Diabetes 

Your DNA is a code written into your genetic makeup. This DNA is inherited 
from your family through generations. This code can be changed or modified for the 
better. As stress and disorders can cause modify your code and pass these modifications 
on to future generations. 

My Mother, Father, and brother passed on from complications of diabetes. I 
realized that I was headed down that track, or my code was writing diabetes into my life 
from past generations. I changed my diet, stopped eating so much, stopped drinking 
sodas, quit eating sugar, stopped eating beef and pork, and started fasting. I didn’t start all 
of this at the same time. I bit off a little at a time. And it has blessed me physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. 

(Discussion) 
Review 

We talked about generational curses and mental health issues; there is a road back 
if you believe there is. Finding a good partner, life is good if you are with the right 
person. 

Racism will be around for a while, but I’m praying that God steps in and handle it. But 
HE will not, free will, will not allow it. 

You have to examine yourself (honestly) and determine where you are. 

Who are you? 

I am here (your mentor) to make you into the best of that person! 


You may need a variety of assistance. 
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You may only need one person, or you may need a team. 

I am not a substance abuse sponsor! You tell me what you want, and we communicate 
with each other. And we reach a joint plan that can be accomplished. 

Your mentor is not your friend; however, you will become friends if you are a good 
mentor and your mentee is good. 

College, Vocational Training & Entrepreneurship is the key to success. 

Discipline must become your way of life. Discipline is needed to achieve your goals, 


aspirations, and dreams. 
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Day VI 

26-27 Anyone who sets himself up as “religious” by talking a good game is self- 

deceived. This kind of religion is hot air and only hot air. Real religion, the kind 

that passes muster before God the Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and 
loveless in their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless world. 

James 1:26-27 MSG 

Day VI: Reinvention 
Who are You? 
Responsibility, Rehabilitation & Reinvention 
(Discussion of each) 

You claim responsibility (keep it short) for the past misdeeds and move to 
rehabilitation. We have all fallen short of God’s glory for us. However, man will not 
forgive your trust passes. We do not dwell on this lack of compassion. We take 
responsibility and move on. For example, “I had issues with crime or drugs in the past. 
However, now I have realized the wrong in those decisions and have moved past them 
into a new life with my wife, partner, son, family, etc. 

(Discussion) 

Rehabilitation is the ongoing change in your life. The rehabilitation could be 
while you were behind bars or after you were released. You decided to change, claiming 
redemption and being a new person. What has happened in your life to change you? This 
change is the new you, and now, the reinvented you. 

Reinvention, college, vocational school, or entrepreneurship is the way out of 
poverty. When you changed rehabilitated yourself, you automatically took on 


reinvention. This new person, is the story of the prodigal son’s return to the father. To 
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be the greatest at anything, you must practice the skill; to change and reinvent yourself, 
you must practice being the person you want to become. Work on the below printout. 
Write this down; this is the new person. 
(Discussion, Michael Jordon, the Williams sisters, who do you know that 
practiced their skill to the degree of most excellent). 
1) Discover your strengths. 
Turn your weaknesses into strengths. 
If you can change your character, you can change your life. 
Ask Auntie or Uncle your strengths and weaknesses; they will tell the truth. 
2) Make Plans; they work. 
What are you eating, 
I need to read this book. 
Who are you going out with? 
The Boys stop hanging out with them. 
What are you doing this weekend? Can I find time for this training program? 
3) Try New Things. 
You did construction and now looking for a job as a cook if you like cooking. 
Everybody in jail has worked in foodservice. 
Don’t be afraid to change and try something different. 
4) Manage your Money. 
You have to plan and save, grind. 
Save, save & save. 


Plan and plot how to spend your money. 
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5) Be Brave! 
You were brave on the streets. 
Fear Not! 
6) Am I moving forward (every day) 
Write it down what is your immediate mission 
We fall, but we get up. 


Don’t let life ruin you. 
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Day VII 

"God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because He abstained from all His 

work which God created to make" (Gen. 2:4).3”” God's resting from creation 

teaches us that as human beings created in the image of God, we too need to make 
time for rest and purposely abstain from interfering with creation one day of the 
week.>”! 

Day VII Rest 

Stop, breathe, and get some sleep. The human body needs about 8 hours of 
sleep—some more, some people less. Do you know that when you get your proper rest, 
your brain resets itself, it flushes toxins? My brother never slept more than four hours a 
day; he was an outlier. He would sometimes take naps, but he never slept much until he 
got older. When he told me he was taking sleeping pills, I was like, why you never slept. 

The moral of the story is that you don’t take drugs to change you; you work 
around the issue to your satisfaction. There is nothing you cannot conquer in your life if 
you follow the way God has provided for you. We all fall off track, but we have to get up 
and back on track. 

God gave you free will to make the big decisions on your own. God doesn’t want 
you living in poverty. The rich want you in poverty because they make money from your 
poverty. God will supply your needs! God loves you and wants you to succeed. God’s 
love for you is unmoving. HE gave his only SON that you could find your way back to 
HIM. Take advantage of this gift. 

“For God so [greatly] loved and dearly prized the world, that He [even] 


gave His [One and] “only begotten Son, so that whoever believes and trusts in 
Him [as Savior] shall not perish, but have eternal life. '’ For God did not send the 


370 Michael Samuel, Shabbat: Why did God Need To Rest on the Seventh Day? Jewish Virtual Library, 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/why-did-god-need-to-rest-on-the-seventh-day, (accessed February 
22, 2022). 

371 Ibid. 
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Son into the world to judge and condemn the world [that is, to initiate the final 
judgment of the world], but that the world might be saved through Him. 
(John 3:16-17 AMP) 


The mentee can survive this ordeal set before them if they hold on to hope. I have 


videos on the website www.azariah|.org. I refer my mentees to different subjects or one 


of seven days. 
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Rev. William Henry, Another Chance Mentor Project & NYTS ACP Cohort 


Poverty Questions 
1. Are you an ex-offender? 
Yes No Other: 


2. Have you ever used illegal drugs or abused legal drugs? 
Yes No Other: 


3. Do you have a better understanding of poverty? 
Yes No Other: 


4. Do you believe you can overcome the racist effects that 
have hindered you in life? 
Yes No Other: 


5. Are there genealogy health issues, mental health or 
generational curses present in your life at this time? 
Yes No Other: 


6. Can a partner/spouse assist you in your rehabilitation and 
reinvention? 
Yes No Other: 


7. Do you have discipline issues? 
Yes No Other: 


8. Are you willing to Change? 
Yes No Other: 


9. What is your motivating factor for Change? 


10. Do you think your community, as a whole, recognizes your 
plight with recidivism & social justice? 
Yes No Other: 


11. Do you believe a mentor could assist in your 
rehabilitation? 
Yes No Other: 


12. Who is responsible for this conundrum of hell and 
recidivism, the individual, the government, or GOD? 
Individual Government God Other: 


You can explain, especially the other above, or add to any 
questions or answers use the back of this paper. 
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APPENDIX E 
Proposal to the Churches 
Another Chance Mentor Project, EverLasting Life Foundation CDC, 
a New Jersey Non-Profit 501 (c)3 Corporation 
Proposal to the Churches 
As Pastor and Founder of EverLasting Life Foundation Ministry for over 14years, I 
trained as a volunteer mentor by the former New Jersey Department of Corrections 


Chaplaincy Mentoring Network Program. Now officed at the Passaic County One-Stop, 


Workforce Development Board, Faith-Based Resource Center. 


Challenge Statement: 
To reduce the recidivism rate of men and women of color aged 40 and above returning to 
Paterson, New Jersey. The community and church’s obligation to assist these men 


wanting help returning from incarceration and judicial oversight. 


Solution: 

Another Chance Mentor Project (AChaMP) asks the church to support funding 
our operation of mentoring ex-offenders. The church must assist in this endeavor. 
As you all know, our country has not been friendly to the black man and even less 
friendly to the black man being released from prison. The war on drugs is a trick to 
illegally stop and search blacks. Now they are about to legalize marijuana which will 
devastate our children. As long as there is social injustice, we as a people will be taken 
advantage of. If we don’t help our people, who will? They talk of justice reform while 


investing in privatized prisons instead of outlawing them. Our communities will suffer all 
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the more with people being released and not finding help. Wars in the streets or our men 
imprisoned for gentrification. 

Iam proposing an agreement between my organization, Another Chance Mentor Project 
and the churches of Paterson. 

1). Professional mentoring is the key to assisting those men and women being released 
from incarceration and judicial oversight. Mentors will consist of mainly men and women 
who have been to prison and changed their lives. Mentors will be trained in a professional 
setting and manner, learn Department of Correction rules and policies, and stay abreast of 


new justice policies. 


2). Mentors will direct newly released and about to be released citizens in the options set 
before them and with guidance. A significant problem is that newly released citizens do 
not know of programs, social services, and other options. In Addition, many do not trust 


these programs and organizations because of false promises from the past. 


3). Mentors will assess, counsel, and re-develop the newly released individual. Mainly in 


groups separated by their assessment and risk & needs profile. 


4). The church will send their congregant’s children, family members, and friends to the 
program; they will not have to attend that church but will be assigned a church or mosque 
to participate if they choose to. AChaMP will push spiritual healing to the mentee, and 


churches set up for our mentees will be recommended. 
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5). Churches providing social services will be used by the organization for training and 
other services. As an example, training for the GED test. It is a much-needed option for 
the mentees. This will also make grants available to the church to provide a revenue 


stream. 


6). There are no grants for mentoring ex-offenders within our community. There are 
grants for providing the mentee’s services. AChaMP will assist the churches in providing 
the mentee services. AChaMP will have the data to fulfill the service needs provided by 


the churches. 


7). AChaMP is asking for the church’s support of a monthly stipend of $100 or more. 
This stipend will be used for expenses incurred by the mentors, training, small fees 


acquired by the mentee, and stipends to the mentors at a later date. 


8). There will be an open book of all expenses to supporters or those wishing to be 
supporters. The supporters will be advised on a regular base on the progress of the 
project. Supporters will be able to make suggestions that will be considered by the 


mentor’s think tank. Some supporters will be a part of the think tank. 


9). February will be AChaMP’s reorganization month. Data obtained during the year will 


be compiled in February to plot a course for the following year. Any policy changes will 


also be addressed in the minutes or operations agreement effective February 28". 
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10). February 29" will be AChaMP’s restructuring day, where a new organizational 
policy will take place every four years. A new strategic plan will be developed every four 


years according to data collection, progress, descent, and our think tank. 
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APPENDIX F 


Newsletter: 
EverLasting Life Foundation Ministiry 4th Quarter Newsletter Date 2021 
Volume 1, Issue 1 
EverLasting Life Founndatiom CIDC a Patersonian 


From Street To Christ, Director James 
Brown (left) presented with the North 
Jersey Clergy Fellowship CDC, 2nd Unsung 
Hero Award, presented by Ovsr. Wiliam 
O. Henry , President of the NJCF CDC, 
also in attendance was Cinda Wallace Vice- 
President of the NJCF CDC. Sat. Aug. 21, 
2021, From Street to Christ, Cook-Out, at 
Tyrone Collins Memorial 

Basketball Court, Presidential Blvd, 
Paterson, NJ. 

This was a great event and FSTC 2nd year 
reaching out to the community with great 
guest pastors, ministers, leaders & speakers. 
I must commend Dir. James Brown for the 
professionalism and great all around job he 
performed in bringing this event to 


fruition. 
Announcements D) I have the audacity to believe that 
A Look at Poverty 3&9 peoples everywhere can have three 
Covid-19 Versus Christianity 4 &10 meals a day for their bodies, education 
(Corona+ Delta) and culture for their minds, and dignity, 
Don't do it a look at Suicide 5 &11 equality, and freedom for their spirits. 
Take Back Your Life! 8 (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Norway 
AChaMP 6 1964) 


Read the Bible 7 


As we move through this Holiday season, let us not forget those in need, and 
the mercy and grace available to all. Let us all look to bless our neighbor in some way, 
to feed the hungry, cloth the naked, and shelter the homeless . To know the Way, is a 
path to life everlasting for the righteous and faithful. God Bless you alll 
Overseer William Henry, MSW 


You can advertise in this Newsletter! 
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_ THECHURCH&CDC 


EverLasting Life Foundation 
Ministry & EverLasting Life 
Foundation CDC, created to 
serve the community of 
Paterson & New Jersey both 
spiritually and secularly. 


Turkey & ham distribution Nov. 2020 (Price-Rite, Paterson) 
Everlasting Life Foundation’s 
Coat Distribution, Jan. 2021 at Masjid Salahuddin, serve the needs of the 


(Jersey Cares, One Warm Coat) community regardless of race, 
religion, creed, gender, color 


or political affiliation. 


We serve the community 
through our different services, 
fellowships and 
collaborations. 


EverLasting Life 
Foundation’s, Another 
Chance Mentor Project Team 
also provides a men’s group 
once a month, women are 
welcome but ladies it is a 
men’s group. 


Announcements And Other Information 


As this is a new newsletter, we will be posting updates during 


the quarter on our web-site “www.azariah1 .org.” EverLasting Life 
Grtshiex: Foundation CDC, 

° Referral Services, are here to 
We will start the coat distribution around the end of October assist you with substance 
or early November to assist those people in need of coats for abuse and alcohol, 
the winter. detoxification, counseling 
November: services inpatient and 

; : ; outpatient, services offered 

Service Honoring the late, Prophetess Laura Robinson, in-state and out-of-state. 
Sat. November 6th, 5:00 PM at Greater Community : 
Outreach, 62 Park Ave. Paterson Recovery coaching and 

. . . . : . mentoring. 
EverLasting Life Foundation will be collaborating with the 
North Jersey Clergy Fellowship to distribute turkeys, hams Brohenry050@aol.com 
and other food items this Thanksgiving Holiday. 862-207-8485 
December: Www.azariahl -org 


EverLasting Life Foundation will be distributing toys this 
Christmas Holiday to the parents of formerly incarcerated 
individuals. 


Call (leave a message) or 
email ask questions and get 
answers, everything is 

You can email us to receive any of the above benefits at confidential! 


EverLastingede@gmail.com 


171 


A Look at Poverty 


As we look at our society today, our 
world not just our country; little has changed 
over the past twenty years besides technology 
and selfishness. I am not going back in time to 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. or to Congressman 
Dr. Adam Clayton Powell Jr. and their fight for 
equality and social justice. Today we must have 
the most educated people in America than ever 
before. Yet, we have not progressed socially 
since slavery. There have always been great 
movements in history but as the movers were 
assassinated so were the dreams of social and 
economical equality. As the Declaration of 
Independence’ states all men are created equal, 
this does not apply to all men, just the men that 
decide who it applies too, (filthy rich white 
men), and the constitution only can be applied 
to situations when these men (filthy rich white 
men) say that it can apply to a situation or even 
change the interpretation to suit their situation. 

Why wouldn’t America want to end 
poverty, eradicate social injustice, provide 
environmental justice, educate all children, 
provide the best health care in the world for all 
its citizens? True world leaders! You would 
think that America would want to build the 
model to eradicate poverty in the United States. 
However, this democratic, republican, nation 
loves separation, in government, politics, 
religion, race, color, gender, justice, 
environment, wealth, sports, entertainment, etc. 
The United States does not want to be branded 
the country that eradicated poverty in the 
world. It is not profitable! If all the citizens of 
the United States were working wouldn’t that 
increase the tax base tremendously. If we had a 
new breed of entrepreneurship leading the 
capitalist journey out of poverty into the 
promised land. Would that benefit America? 

The judicial system leading the racist 
practices for the police to follow. Arresting 
Blacks for minor infractions keeping the courts 
filled with frivolous arrest and unjust cases. 
With the major goal being giving as many 
African Americans a criminal record of any 
kind. The genocidal captivity of the African 
American race and the brain washing of White 
America to believe that it is justice. 


*Continued > > > 
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The police just handcuffed and pepper-sprayed 
a nine-year-old African American girl.? Where 
is the justice in that? 

America’s biggest terroristic threat to- 
day, is white patriotic Americans. The African 
American population will tell you that this has 
always been the greatest terrorist the United 
States has ever faced, since slavery. Not just the 
south and but the north as well, many think 
racism (social injustice) is a southern problem, 
racism is an American problem, since its 
creation. 

While blacks suffered in the past of 
addiction searching for help it was considered 
depraved and pathetic. The tide has turned with 
White’s getting addicted to substances and 
needing assistance. Now that the “chickens 
have come home to roost” as Malcolm X 
stated,’ addiction is now defined as a disease 
and disorder that needs treatment.’ If the Black 
population returning from Vietnam and beyond 
were treated with respect and dignity the black 
drug problem would have not been as bad and 
the problem today may not have happened. 
Since today’s drug epidemic is not from the 
young black standing on the street commer, but 
from corporate America and its greed.° We do 
not lock up corporate America we fine them, 
we talk harsh to them, we do not incarcerate the 
real drug dealers. (filthy rich white men) They 
have profited by the billions and millions yet 
the black man on the street may receive 
anywhere from 3 years to life, for trying to just 
feed their children. Eric Garner lost his life for 
selling loosies, an unlicensed cigarette. 

What is wrong with clean air, water and 
soil. I always hear the governments’ (federal & 
state) Congressmen and representatives saying 
they do not want to increase the federal budget 
because it would be a burden on their children, 
grand-children and great grand-children. Is 
polluting the country for profit going to be a 
burden on their children, grand-children and 
great grand-children. Flint, Michigan, 
government officials & leadership decided to 
switch water system that polluted the city water 
supply with lead.° It cost 400 million to install 
new copper pipes, water filters, bottled water, 
etc, with and additional settlement to the 
residents ($95,000) of 650 million dollars.” 


* Continued on Pg. 9 


Christianity Vs. Covid-19 (Corona+-Delta) 


God created This world as a in Genesis 
within 6days and rested on the 7. (Gen. 1, 2:1- 
4) If satan was there and assisted in the earth's 
creation then satan know things of this world. 
By that I mean he knows geometry, physics, 
chemistry, biological, astronomy, etc. If you 
believe in good and evil then you must also 
believe in God and HIS adversary satan and the 
fallen angels. (Rev. 12:7-9) One thing we must 
remember is that satan will always attempt to 
move you away from God; cause you to doubt 
God, Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

(Job 1:6-7) 

Let's build on a hypothesis of Covid-19, 
that satan had something to do with the 
creation and or release and spread of this virus. 
Satan is always moving to destroy us, God's 
chosen people. This is real warfare here, take no 
prisoners satan he would rather for you to die 
in your sin and go to hell, than for you to live 
in pain and maybe reconcile with God. 

Tf satan wants you to die, in 
disobedience the Covid-19 virus is released; 38 
million cases, 633,000 plus dead in America. I 
now ask you would God allow this to happen to 
HIS Chosen people or anyone; if this virus is 
from satan. Maybe, God is always watching. 
(Rom. 13:1-8) 

It is us, people. If we pray and believe 
doctors and medicine are God's answer to some 
of our plights and conditions today. That he 
moves the hand of the doctor in surgery. That 
man made medication can help us with 
cholesterol & diabetes. And that it is man that 
turns these medical discoverers into 
profiteering. That we pray to God and are 
healed. Do we study enough, do we pray enough, 
do we fast enough, do we surrender ourselves 
enough? I prayed and was delivered, but I 
decided to surrender, I preferred reconciliation. 

People we have Free Will! The book of 
Job, Job never gave up on God through all his 
trials and tribulations. He could have given up 
on God even with God throwing him under the 
bus. (Job 8) As Adam and Eve had opportunity 
to follow God, we all do if we will give up this 
world. The knowledge of this world is poison 
but the knowledge of God is Life Everlasting. 
(Hosea 4:6) 


“Continued » > » » 
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With today’s technology a vaccine was 
created to fight the wages of sin within a year. 
If you believe in the sovereignty and power of 
God. (Isa. 45:7-9; Col. 1:16-17; Rom 8:28; Matt. 
10:29-31; Lam. 3:37-39) If you believe Jesus 
healing the blind man-the woman with the 
issue of blood. Then you must believe that you 
can be healed and the world can be healed and 
the world can be healed in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

However, God has a protocol that must 
be followed. As with free will you have a choice. 
So, you must accept HIS protocol as in Job, 
among satan’s conversation with God putting a 
hedge of protection around Job. (Job1:9-10) God 
cant protect those living outside of HIS will 
however (again, ) there are times that HE will 
bless you to show you of HIS glory. 

Here in America, we are at a fork in the 
road. Where you can refuse the vaccine, the 
rode to the left. You can get the vaccine the rode 
to the right. You can stand at the fork and not 
make a decision. And lastly you can turn and go 
back up the rode the way you came. 

Task you now, Who are you? 


Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; 
you formed me in my mother’s womb. I thank 
you, High God, you're breathtaking! Body and 
soul, I am marvelously made! I worship in 
adoration—what a creation! You know me 
inside and out, you know every bone in my 
body; You know exactly how I was made, bit 
by bit, how I was sculpted from nothing into 
something. Like an open book, you watched 
me grow from conception to birth; all the 
stages of my life were spread out before 
ou, The days of my life all prepared before 
'd even lived one pte 
(Psalms 139:16 Message) 


1) Are you the person that sees the rode to 
the left, not getting the vaccine as death and a 
conspiracy to kill you, harm you in the future? 
Then it is because you will get Covid-19 and you 
may not get any bad effects from it but you may 
pass this virus on to other that may not come 
out with the mild symptoms as you, as you may 
even kill others. 90 percent of deaths come from 
those not vaccinated. The non-vaccinated allow 
the virus to mutate into other stronger more 
deadly viruses like the Delta virus. This is not a 
conspiracy this is real deaths. 


* Continued on Pg. 9 


Don’t do it a Look at Suicide 


As I think of my mother and son birthday in 
March within five days of separation, I 
contemplate the joy they both brought to my life. 
With both being deceased my mother in 2002 and 
son in 2008 I relish the time God gave me with 
them. However, being a clinical social worker, I 
know that other’s fall into depression at birthdays 
and holidays mainly, in their lives; And some to 
the point of suicidal ideations (thoughts) and 
suicide. 

Life is too short to give up on it before 
you have reached your potential or purpose. In 
my biblical studies a woman is preparing her last 
meal because of a famine in their region. She has 
one meal left for her and her son with no hope in 
sight. However, God sends a prophet to her, that 
she may care for him. She trusts in HIM and 
follows their instruction. Has God sent someone 
to care for you whom you refused to trust or 
follow? Has God (Holy Spirit) spoken to you but 
you don’t want to hear that message? This 
woman in her depression and suicidal ideation 
places her trust for a moment in this man Elijah 
and followed his instruction. Later, Elijah would 
save her son. To which they both lived and she is 
remembered in the Holy Bible (1 Kings 17:2-16.) 

If you think you may know of someone 
with thoughts of suicide ask them “are you 
considering suicide”? The next question will be 
“how would you commit this act?” If they were 
to say they would jump off of a building and they 
live in the Riverview Towers get them help 
immediately. Or, if they said they would shoot 
themselves and they have a gun or access to a 
gun call someone immediately. For you to 
minister at this time Love is the key ingredient 
this person needs. If a person has the ideal of 
comnutting suicide and the means please call 
someone immediately. Teen and youth suicide 
are increasing at an alarming rate with this new 
world of social media. 

Judas Iscariot the disciple, whom fingered 
Jesus for his arrest and crucifixion for 30 pieces 
of silver, hung himself on a sword. This act of 
suicide for betraying Jesus we would all say was 
deserving of Judas but that would be wrong. 
Judas a disciple, who walked and witnessed 
many teachings and miracles of Jesus. Judas 
watched Jesus raise the dead, yet he fell into a 


174 


traumatic state which led to him committing 
suicide. We have all sinned and fallen short of 
God’s glory. Those that have attempted suicide 
and lived have said at the moment of the act they 
regretted their decision. A man jumped off the 
Golden Gate Bridge and lived and but at the 
moment he jumped, he regretted it. The moment 
they pulled the trigger of a gun before the bullet 
strikes the victim; regret. 

Don’t Do It! If you are alone call the 
suicide Hotline, a family member or friend who 
has the knowledge to help you. There was 
redemption for Judas, all he had to do was ask. 
We all have done things we later regretted. You 
can find your way back from this traumatic mind 
set. Love is the key use it to bring people back to 
God. Life isn’t easy, it can become very difficult. 
It’s how you learn to handle these events that 
bring peace or trauma to your life. You are more 
than a conquer. Don’t give up on God or 
yourself, there is light at the end of the tunnel. 


NJ Hopeline.com 24/7 peer support & suicide 
prevention Hotline 855-654-6735 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
800-273-8255 


General Statistics (USA) 
Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the 
US for all ages. (CDC) 
Every day, approximately 123 Americans die by 
suicide. (CDC) 
There is one death by suicide in the US every 12 
minutes. (CDC) 
Depression affects 20-25% of Americans ages 
18+ in a given year. (CDC) 
Suicide takes the lives of over 44,965 Americans 
every year. (CDC) 
The highest suicide rates in the US are among 
Whites, American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives. The suicide rate is increasing in African 
American households. 
Only half of all Americans experiencing an 
episode of major depression receive treatment. 
(NAMI) 
80% -90% of people that seek treatment for 
depression are treated successfully using therapy 
and/or medication. (TADS study) 
An estimated quarter million people each year 
become suicide survivors (AAS). 

* Continued on P.11 > > > 


A man who views the 
world the same at fifty 
as he did at twenty has 
wasted thirty years of 
his life. 

Quote by Muhammad Ali 


It is up to YOU to be the 
man or woman GOD created 
you to be. Let us help you in 
achieving your Destiny, 
your Purpose in Life. 


Everlasting Life Foundation 


Another Chance Mentor Project is a mentoring program designed to help the mentee (person 
previously incarcerated) regain control of his or her life. This program will interview the ex-offender 
(Mentee) while still incarcerated, or a walk in then, assess and evaluate their needs to be productive and 
succeed in society. Everlasting Life Another Chance Mentor team will then walk the mentee through 
this process. We provide the necessary mentorship, counseling & coaching upon request. We have 
been mentoring men and women for over ten years with great success. 


AChaMP Redevelopment Group 

Redevelopment brainstorming to create a new process of systematic growth. We will examine the indi- 
vidual’s character and cognitive reasoning; which will develop new practical ways of evaluating and 
assessing life’s circumstances. The creation of thinking through the consequences of their actions. Ful- 
ly comprehending their situation and planning before moving into action. With, planning and practice 
they will learn to control their old emotions & behavior and move in a new and proper direction. 


Mentoring Program AChaMP 
Appointment: Men’s Group 
Another Chance Mentor Masjid Salahuddin 
Project, New African Center 
Paterson One-Stop, 243 Broadway, 
Workforce Development Board, Paterson NJ 07501 


Faith Based Resource Center, 

200 Memorial Drive, Room 125 

Paterson, New Jersey 07505 Mailing Address: 

Everlasting Life Foundation Ministry, 
Another Chance Mentor Project, 

P.O. Box 992, 

Paterson, NJ 07544-0992 


By Appointment Please Call or Email: 
862-207-8485 
Brohenry050@aol.com 
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Daily Scripture Reading: 


Read the Holy Bible in a Year. Just 20 to 30 minutes 
a day will get you through the Bible in a year. 


October 

1. ARev 1 ANeh 1-2 APs 96 

2. ARev 2 ANeh 3 APs 97 

3. ARev 3 ANeh 4 APs 98 

4. ARev 4 ANeh 5:1-7:4 APs 99 

5. ARev 5 ANeh 7:5-8:12 APs 100 

6. ARev 6 ANeh 8:13-9:37 APs 101 

7. ARev 7 ANeh 9:38-10:39 APs 102 

8. ARev 8 ANeh 11 APs 103 

9. ARev 9 ANeh 12 APs 104:1-23 

10. ARev 10 ANeh 13 APs 104:24-35 
11. ARev 11 AEsth 1 APs 105:1-25 

12. ARev 12 AEsth 2 APs 105:26-45 

13. ARev 13 AEsth 3-4 APs 106:1-23 
14. ARev 14 AEsth 5:1-6:13 APs 106:24-48 
15. ARev 15 AEsth 6:14-8:17 APs 107:1-22 
16. ARev 16 AEsth 9-10 APs 107:23-43 
17. ARev 17 Alsa 1-2 APs 108 

18. ARev 18 Alsa 3-4 APs 109:1-19 

19. ARev 19 Alsa 5-6 APs 109:20-31 
20. ARev 20 Alsa 7-8 APs 110 

21. ARev 21-22 Alsa 9-10 APs 111 

22. Al Thess 1 Alsa 11-13 APs 112 

23. Al Thess 2:1-16 Alsa 14-16 APs 113 
24. Al Thess 2:17-3:13 Alsa 17-19 APs 114 
25. Al Thess 4 Alsa 20-22 APs 115 

26. Al Thess 5 Alsa 23-24 APs116 

27. All Thess 1 Alsa 25-26 APs 117 

28. All Thess 2 Alsa 27-28 APs 118 

29. All Thess 3 Alsa 29-30 APs 119.1-32 
30. Al Tim 1 Alsa 31-33 APs 119:33-64 
31. Al Tim 2 Alsa 34-35 APs 119:65-96 


November 
1. Al Tim 3 Alsa 36-37 APs 119:97-120 
2. AlTim 4 Alsa 38-39 APs 119:121-144 
3. Al Tim5:1-22 AJer 1-2 APs 119:145-176 
4. Al Tim 5:23-6:21 AJer 3-4 APs 120 
5. All Tim 1 AJer 5-6 APs 121 
6. All Tim 2 AJer 7-8 APs 122 
7. All Tim 3 AJer 9-10 APs 123 
8. All Tim 4 AJer 11-12 APs 124 
9. ATitus 1 AJer 13-14 APs 125 
10. ATitus 2 AJer 15-16 APs 126 
11. ATitus 3 AJer 17-18 APs 127 
12. APhilm AJer 19-20 APs 128 
13. AJas 1 AJer 21-22 APs 129 


14. AJas 2 AJer 23-24 APs 130 

15. AJas 3 AJer 25-26 APs 131 

16. AJas 4 AJer 27-28 APs 132 

17. AJas 5 AJer 29-30 APs 133 

18. Al Pet 1 AJer 31-32 APs 134 

19. Al Pet 2 AJer 33-34 APs 135 

20. Al Pet 3 AJer 35-36 APs 136 

21. Al Pet 4 AJer 37-38 APs 137 

22. Al Pet 5 AJer 39-40 APs 138 

23. All Pet 1 AJer 41-42 APs 139 
24. All Pet 2 AJer 43-44 APs 140 
25. All Pet 3 AJer 45-46 APs 141 
26. AGal 1 AJer 47-48 APs 142 

27. AGal 2 AJer 49-50 APs 143 

28. AGal 3:1-18 AJer 51-52 APs 144 
29. AGal 3:19-4.20 ALam 1-2 APs 145 
30. AGal 4:21-31 ALam 3-4 APs 146 


December 

. AGal 5:1-15 ALam 5 APs 147 

. AGal 5:16-26 AEzek 1 APs 148 
. AGal 6 AEzek 2-3 APs 149 

. AEph 1 AEzek 4-5 APs 150 

. AEph 2 Akzek 6-7 AEzek 8 

. AEph 3 AEzek 9 AEzek 10-11 


. AEph 4:17-32 AEzek 16 AEzek 17 
. AEph 5:1-20 AkEzek 18 AEzek 19 


WAN DU PWN 


10. AEph 5:21-33 AEzek 20 AEzek 21-22 


11. AEph 6 AEzek 23 AEzek 24 


12. APhil 1:1-11 AEzek 25-26 AEzek 27-28 
13. APhil 1:12-30 AEzek 29-30 AEzek 31-32 


14. APhil 2: 1-11 AEzek 33 AEzek 34 


15. APhil 2: 12-30 AEzek 35-36 AEzek 37 


16. APhil 3 AEzek 38-39 AEzek 40-41 
17. APhil 4 AEzek 42-43 AEzek 44-45 
18. ACol. 1:1-23 AEzek 46-47 AEzek 48 
19. ACol 1:24-2:19 Alsa 40 Alsa 41 
20. ACol 2:20-3:17 Alsa 42 Alsa 43 
21. ACol 3:18-4:18 Alsa 44 Alsa 45 
22. ALk 1:1-25 Alsa 46 Alsa 47 

23. ALk 1:26-56 Alsa 48 Alsa 49 

24. ALk 1:57-80 Alsa 50 Alsa 51 

25. ALk 2:1-20 Alsa 52 Alsa 53 

26. ALk 2:21-52 Alsa 54 Alsa 55 

27. ALk 3:1-20 Alsa 56 Alsa 57 

28. ALk 3:21-38 Alsa 58 Alsa 59 

29. ALk 4:1-30 Alsa 60 Alsa 61 

30. ALk 4:31-44 Alsa 62 Alsa 63-64 
31. ALk 5:1-26 Alsa 65 Alsa 66 
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. Akph 4:1-16 AEzek 12-13 AEzek 14-15 


Take Back Your Life! 
Overseer William Henry, MSW 


Do not conform to the patterns of this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
(Romans 12:2) 

As we look at the world today, mixed up, 
parents murdering their children, children murder- 
ing parents, husbands murdering wives, wives’ 
hiring hit men, boyfriends & girlfriends killing 
each other. For what? Money, sex, drugs, prestige, 
selfishness, envy why would you kill the person 
you once loved or why would you murder a person 
you don’t like. Young men robbing old ladies and 
men for a few dollars, unnatural acts of nature. 
Where does your heart sit with the unnatural things 
of this corrupt world and man? Can you be 
transformed? 

You water grass and with the sun it grows. 
You pull into a gas station “$25, cash, regular, un- 
leaded” you drive to work, you come home from 
work and hug your wife and children. You look at 
the back yard and say to yourself the grass needs to 
be cut. Natural occurrences in daily life. Plotting to 
kill your spouse, selling drugs, using drugs, or 
getting drunk regularly, abusing your spouse, 
cursing your kids out these are unnatural acts, 
cursing your neighbor also an unnatural act and 
you have missed the mark that God has set for you. 

Sin could be considered transgression 
against God’s laws or wrong. Sin could be 
considered a failure to do what is right. Sin could 
be considered a condition when the heart is 
corrupted or inclined towards evil. Let’s think back 
to the first sin, Adam blames God for giving him 
the women and blames the women (who was 
tricked by a play on words) for giving him the fruit 
to eat. Let us consider that Adam and Eve’s 
adventure with sin, caused them to experience great 
losses and tossed from Eden. 

As an archer aims his bow and arrow at the 
target and releases the arrow slowly with precision 
on the exhale breathe. How close the arrow is to the 
bullseye determines the archer’s skill, training, 
experience, courage, knowledge all play a part in 
the shot to the target. 

How does change come, what’s the trans- 
formation process? How do you transform one 
thing or several things after being taught this 
for years and years? How do you transform from 
being selfish? How does the drug fiend after years 
of using drugs, give up their love for drugs? 

*Continued> > > > 
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How does the husband that has abused his wife for 
years change the evil love to true love? The mind 
cannot transform without a new mind set 
(transformation.) 

As we look at life today we should see the 
difference between the natural world and the 
unnatural world. Missing the mark God has set for 
you can deter your personal growth in the natural 
world. 

I hear so many pastors speak out against 
homosexuality today. Yes, they have missed the 
mark God has set for them. However, we all miss 
the mark or have missed the mark in our growth, as 
the murder, adulterer, thief, coveter or not honoring 
your father and mother. How about the father and 
mother not honoring their sons and daughters? 
When you live in these issues you are not living in 
your natural life. This is unnatural and you should 
be working to move out of the unnatural to the 
natural. In addition, the world and man has told you 
it’s o.k., just, do you.” You cannot be in the God’s 
will doing you, living a natural life. A change must 
come from within you. A light must grow and 
bring you out of the darkness of this unnatural life 
and world. 

You can take back your life, it is your life to 
take. Do not let the world talk you out of what God 
has for you. How can you continue to live unnatu- 
rally and know that you are living this 
unnatural life and the heart ache that it brings. Take 
back your life, it may take some time but the 
benefits will lead you to eternity. 

Our God lives in a spiritual Kingdom 
(realm) which you must seek to find it, in your own 
way. The natural world must be understood to 
reach into the spiritual realm. Can a person living 
in the unnatural see and be allowed into the 
spiritual? Yes, if it’s God’s will and divine purpose 
to show this person the spiritual. The Almighty 
knows of the world’s weakness and His love to 
move you into a natural spiritual life an everlasting 
life. 


A Look at Poverty Continued 


However, lead can be detrimental to the young 
child’s developing brain and adults also.§ What 
will the cost be after time? Six years later the 
people still do not trust the water, its test, and 
government officials. This could have been 
avoided if the government did not allow such 
an atrocity to occur. Or stepped in fixed the 
problem afterwards and locked up all the 
officials’ in this conspiracy to save money on 
the tax payers’ back. That would have been 
justice. 

In 1954 the United States Supreme 
Court, ruled unanimously in Brown v. Board of 
Education, Topeka Kansas that segregation of 
children in public schools was unconstitutional. 
The Supreme Court ruled that the Constitution 
of the United States concludes that you can-not 
separate school children because of their race.’ 
However today we are faced with the same 
problems as in 1951 that African American 
Children are still not getting the same quality 
education that white children receive. That 
African American children are punished and 
sanctioned more harshly than other children.'° 
African American middle school students 
attending stricter schools are 11% less likely to 
attend college, and 17% are more likely to be 
arrested.!! That African American youth are 
counseled in school to learn a vocation and that 
they are not smart enough to go to college. That 
African American high school students are not 
given the same high school education that will 
give them a chance at life as White high school 
students.’?7, African Americans college 
students are given the same recognition for 
excellence as other students. African American 
students do not receive the same opportunities 
when graduating from college as other students, 
or receive the same pay as others in their 
respected fields.'* 

If America could see the benefit of 
giving everyone the same education and 
treating everyone equally it would grant the 
country an advantage over other countries more 
minds working more advancement. This would 
be true innovation and invention at work. 
America would truly become a superpower if it 
was to united its people of all nationalities, 
races, colors and religions and treat them with 
respect and education. 
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Can you imagine a person having the same op- 
portunities to move and work themselves out of 
poverty. Can you imaging a country where the 
book of Proverbs lives in everyone’s heart. Can 
you imagine a world where you can practice 
any religion and the focus of them all is Love 
thy God and Love thy Neighbor. Oh My God! 


Ovsr. William O. Henry, MSW 


1.1 Declaration of Independence in Congress, July 4, 
1776 

2. Murphy & Freile, USA Today, 2/2/2021 
3. Munap, Quora, 2021 

4, DSM-5, 2013 

5. Hudson, Addiction Center, 2020 

6. Hudson, Addiction Center, 2020 

7. Robertson, Political, 2020 

Robertson, Political, 2020 

8. CDC, 2020 

9. History, 2009 

10. Arends, Market Watch, 2019 

11. Jagannathan, Market Watch, 2019 
12. Shores, Brookings, 2020 

13. Cook, U.S. News, 201 


14. Weller, American Progress, 2019 


Dir. James Brown 
fromstreettochrist@gmail.com 
201-878-1774 


Covid Vs. Christianity Continued 


‘You give the enemy a chance to regroup and attack 
again, and again. (2 Cor. 11:14) 

The “powers that may be’ do not have to 
inject you to track you. Your phone well the powers 
all they need to know about you. Are you going to 
trash that iPhone or Galaxy smartphone? Your 
political affiliation cares nothing for you only your 
vote. The love of money is the root to all evil. It's 
truly the love of anything not dependent on God. 
Are you in love with Christianity (the Way)? 

(Acts 18:25; Acts 19:23; John 14:6) 


2) The rode to the right and vaccinated. Yes, 
you can still get Covid-19, Delta variant but the 
symptoms are not as bad and the majority of people 
will not go into the hospital or need a respirator. 
Some people have had horrible effects of the 
vaccine and died also; but that number is extremely 
small, less than 1%. But you say that could be me 
that small number. If you do not get the vaccine, 
you are in a much larger category of getting the 
virus. Every day you wait also multiplies your 
chances of getting the virus. You will get the virus 
and probably suffer greatly if not death. Suffering 
and death are the adversaries task to move you 
from the Holy One. 


3) If you stand in the middle of the rode or 
middle of doubt. Read 1, the rode to the left again 
because that's what you decided not to get the vac- 
cine. Living your life in doubt, not able to made a 
decision that can save your life or a loved one’ life. 
‘Wake Up! Whenever someone reuses to wear a 
mask they are going against God's Commandment 
“to love thy neighbor.” 


4) ‘You decided to turn around and go back. 
You are like those who wanted to return to Egypt 
instead of following God and HIS servant Moses. 
(Exo. 16:13) The children of Israel complained 
about everything and wanted to return to Egypt and 
its pagan ways and gods. Yes, you want to go back 
in time to a better time; and use past knowledge. 
That's your problem living in the past, you have to 
move forward in life you can't go back we are living 
in a new time. 

We now live in a time of technology that 
provides us with a vaccine. A time with 
smartphones where you can watch church services 
from your car. 


* Continued _» > > 
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A time where we are moving from fossil fuels to 
solar electric. From waste to sustainability and a 
new green generation and world to come. We have 
an ocean full of plastic. Why would you want to go 
back to that, waste? You should be cleaning up our 
past mistakes through-out this time repurposing 
everything to not fall back into a world of waste. 
‘We must move forward we must not doubt ourselves 
if we believe that HE has our backs. 


Why would the Lord want us dead? That 
satan's way; death. 

‘You have heard the story of the woman who 
was in the flood the police came to pick her up, and 
told her she had to evacuate. She refused their help. 
The flood came and the fire department came ina 
boat to give her a ride out of the flood. She refused 
the ride. The storm became worse she had to move 
to the rooftop of her house. A helicopter came to 
get her she refused the ride. She claimed she was 
waiting on the Lord. 

Now after death, in heaven she asks the 
Lord why did you let me die? The reply was I sent 
the police, a boat and a helicopter to get you! 


People if you believe in Good and Evil, 
satan Versus Jesus, this virus is the work of the evil 
one, why or how could you not decide to get the 
vaccine. Lean not unto your own understanding. If 
you believe then you should believe in HIM and 
that HE only means good for you. You have to 
make a choice. Have you ever thought that the 
vaccine is God's property? And we die when we are 
called it's written in the Book of Life. So, you may 
be blaming Covid-19 vaccination for their loved 
one’s death but it was written in the book. We can't 
let our emotions and what we think supersede 
whatever God has for us. 

The vaccine is life, believing that God 
Almighty has our back and loves us is everlasting 
life. Do not allow the enemy to place doubt in your 
mind, because you will die a painful and lonely 
death. 

Believe in the Almighty and HIS Promise 
of Everlasting Life. The vaccine is HIS escape plan 
for you have pray for a remedy to this rachet virus 
and now take it. 


Ovsr. William Henry, MSW 


Suicide Continued 


There is one suicide for every estimated 25 suicide 
attempts. (CDC) 

There is one suicide for every estimated 4 suicide 
attempts in the elderly. (CDC) 

Gender Disparities 

Suicide among males is 4x’s higher than among 
females. Male deaths represent 79% of all US 
suicides. (CDC) 

Firearms are the most commonly used method of 
suicide among males (51%). (CDC) 

Females are more likely than males to have had 
suicidal thoughts. (CDC) 

Females experience depression at roughly 2x’s the 
rate of men.(SMH) 

Females attempt suicide 3x’s as often as males. 
(CDC) 

Poisoning is the most common method of suicide 
for females. (CDC) 


Suicide awareness voices of education 
(SAVE). https://save.org/about-suicide/suicide- 
facts/ 


By, 
Ovsr. William O Henry, MSW 


Greater Community Outreach Ministry 
(New Birth Ministry) 

62 Park Ave, Paterson, NJ 

10:00 AM Sunday Service 

Pastor Terrence Compton 

Conference Call in 

452-436-6361 Pin: 636515 


You can advertise in this Newsletter! 
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Ebenezer Baptist Church 

119 Camden St, Newark, NJ 

10:00 AM Sunday Service 

6:30 PM Nightly, Prayer Call 

7:30 PM Wednesday, Bible Study 
Pastor Oliver Coleman 

FaceBook Search: 

Ebenezer Baptist Church— Newark 


Auspices of the Holy Spirit Baptist 
Church, Pastor Brian Nazareth 
Prayer Line 4700-274-4937 

11:00 AM Sunday Service\ 

7:00 PM Wed. Bible Study 

Zoom 859 011 7256 


Please support this newsletter 
by donating to : 
EverLasting Life Foundation 


Greater Assembly Holy House of Prayer, 
International Committee 

Meeting Fri. Nov. 12th at 6:00 PM at 
Montgomery Village Community Room, 
Montgomery St. & Summer St. 

Apostle Emeritus Joseph T. Robinson Sr. 


North Jersey Clergy Fellowship CDC Board 
Meeting, Fri. November 12th at 5:00 PM, 
Montgomery Village Community Room. 


| Frome The Pastor Desk 
Activate You Strength : Scripture of The Day: 
ae Foundation — az ae for me. 7 am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice 
ny aud might... Micah 3:8, 19 
www.azariahi.org The prophet Micah kuew how to euconnage himeelf ca the Lond, We 
Asoile)g non-profit ean gail pag ab spiel We ee 
Religious organization His words aud kuew that speaking the tuth wad the most effective way toe prepare him 
since 01/03/2002 to accomplish all God has in store, Did you kuow that we activate the Uersiug of 
God's fauonr by, speaking et over oar oun lives? Romans 10:9-10 The bible tells us 
EverLasting Life Foundation sag saluation comes when we beticve and then declare wat we believe. God's truth is 
CDC 
www.azariaht.org ertablished when we believe aud deckare it (Yob 22:28). The bible says when we 
declare God's Word: we cuuite Him to do what He alone can do a our tives, Let me 
A 501(c)3 non-profit hi ee y sep tthe Wicah's. bat 
organization drop thes ou you; Your today may uot be anything 2. Gat we all need 
since 03/05/2013 God's help, Activate His strength by dectaniug that His power cs at work by Pes 
Sperct ca your lige. 7 decree and declare you ane filled with the power of God. 7 
decree and declare that you are filled with justice aud strength as you face the 
challenges before you because Iu Fed streugth, you are more than a cougaueror, Tu Wis 
strength, you ane an ouer comer. in Wis strength, you can experience udetory tu every 
area of your bie, Iu Hes strength. So activate your streugth. Amen, romen, rome 
Pastor Roderick Srooke, 


Assoc, Pastor, Christian Growth Ministries, Wimingtou, DE 


EverLasting Life Foundation sips 
P.O. Box 992, STAMP 
Paterson, NJ 07544-0992 HERE 


Www.azariah1.org 
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